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TJ Editr, for tfc) i*w*r rfe/^frf, <»< m.tv fUlnhf tafitfi 
IX. tbn.Hiflary to l.'y -ri'eti, / Sm-vc t*iwff«i m*mv <'<• 
wliicli Hi man tbt true meaning thereof. The ''Hi/: at 
it felf « b'/th Antitnt and Marti* and conlainetb in it mm 
tiUi Learning: when I'noranie having * thick and dull I 
Mat mere Co'mpetltd to draw tin rude Multitude (a Atteotie 
go;dlr.fhul~iion.liy futh fUnjuig Allurements of Tales a,:d Fai 
at intbisBtak it fit d'.*n: that at the mind U fed and dcligi 
■nub the fattlntfsof FabuLw jhry, the Soul it felf 4t the 
( hj af ten T*fiiXg tbt famt Wmriffjintnt ) pwj euhitr-fcf 
to Uhold the Hidden and MjSital Wijdam tontaitted under j 
tl.Ji Riddles.. Tor in ft* Word,, (o g,ve you the Meant* 
tins Moral, it ii thus; fix Umpire* may jigi'ifie the We 
■who having iut one only Sen, u-be it Mac: him ti brir.'. 
jfftf, it all bit cart. But Man Is/tng bit own Mather, ttl 
Reafon, er divine G«ce,K»rf falling into the hands of bis < 
mttlnrj fignifjing Sin, trbe u an Entfrefi if gnat btwittl 
and mm tliat Commands tbt World, jbt vorktth by all m 
ptffMt tbt utttr cmfufitn of Man. 

And vnuld prevail again/I Ml Wtatnefi, but that a 

frtm Heaven ( by wbiib h meant Gaodnifsfrtm above ) !*/!■ 

.Man boa lo avoid the AUuritntats of Sin, by not opining 

Mtttth, to bid her Wetctme. And the litter to prevent tier 

chi'f, be bath Sevrn V. i-'e Milter >, which art feven Hi 

StitiKH, togh, him nhalfime Infrnt&OKs: and by thofi I 

fan him from mortal danger. So that being thtu Armed, 

t : v»h to baiter dawn fin \ figured in tin Death tf tin Ex 

a.-.d her Minims. ) And in the end, to gain a ftch Crot 

Clay and Happi.ief. fa ready far.ali tinfe that in thi 

labor t; attain to Heave*, by iUng *.fl. 

71a'f w tin Explanation if this Moral: tf ninth if 

"•"tefl right nil, it mil hi at a, fi* Enn^wtt i» rtj 

**rarm£. 



Here beginneth the HISTORY of the 
feven WISE MASTERS of ROME. 

Containing many Pleafant and Witty Narrations, very 

dthghtfujl to the Reader. 

The entrance int9 the Moral) which ( acceding to things of 
Comtek Xleafure ) property begins vriih a Funeral. 

SOmetime in the City of time, there was a famous Empe- 
ror, named Pontianut^ a Alan of great V/ifdom. He 
toot to his Wife a Kings Daughter, that was very frir. 
Amiable to all People, gracious, and to her Hulband 
right dear : fhe conceived by him, and was delivered of a Son, 
named Dioclefian. The child grew apace, and of all People was 
beloved; And when he was mf the Age of feven Years, liis 
Mother the Emfrefs failing fick, and iceling her felf that iiie 
might not live, fent after her Lord the Encperor ( being rode 
forth on progrefs) a Meflen^r, that he fhould return without 
tarrying, if ever he would iee her alive. 

And when he was come, fhe faid unto him,Oh my dear Lord, 
of this infirmity I may sot efcape, wherefore the natural i and 
tender love and care mat is in me towards you and your Son, 
makes a f ute to you before my death. He annvered , Dti ire what 
you will, for I mall not deny you any thing. Then faid flu, Af- 
rer my death vou lhail take another Wife, as is molt convenient ; 
wherefore I lnfrantly befeech you, that fhe over my Son have 
no power nor governance, hut that he be kept and Nowriihci 
far from her. and that he may be Trained up in Learning r*iul 
Wifdom. The Emperor then anfwered; My mod dear Wii\?, 
your petition in all things f hall be fulfilled &*perforirieJ. Thtti 
turned the Emfrefs and gave up the Ghoft. Many days alivs , 
the Emperor bewailed and. mourned her death : and long at'rer 
her burying, he {hewed his heaviness and farrow, ami would 
in no wife be merry, or joyful. 

Hot? tin EmPenr Committed and Deliyered his Son to the 
fiyen Wife MafterS) to be in/hutted in Learning. 



, ieir,it is good whi 1ft he is young, 

that hebefctto learn cunning and Wifdom, by the w he may 
after my death Govern & Rule the Empire. Intimating there- 
;f? j by that a worthy Prince ttkingu^ul\Vm(!ei^^\.^^v^^s, 
. it ji charg?, as the Government of aKin^ota^w^.^x^vA^x^^ 
be bis own Governor, &to rmfterYvv* o>*Tv^^vwv^/t*=>**a 
ft wheats was early rifen upfrom\\\*\^\«<a^^ ^^-^ 

A % 
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the Lerdsofl'w Council bdbre i/im, and of tk*m w 1 ,: advice 

ivhi. v/u; 1 ,V*./l tterein to betlone. -Ar.d the y an] w» " - 1 , ? .<>«!, in 




mad 
the 



id? [-ow-riuiby ijisown3ejLl 1 iothL' feveii wife M«dLi*, rhac 
■y incontinently fiioukl corns to him without dci<ty. yi:i-J 




Liit if it j:ha't yo«ito Uievv ift your mind and inrem, we be 
rw'y ro fih'ill it to the iitaioit of wir power. To whom the 
nob.c Lijij '^oj ikid, I have but one Son, the which I ihaJi de- 
liver in-o 3*ou, to in'brm in a. l l good ways of learning ^nd 
VcTt::?, i'o that by yom iJudxine and Wiluam, he may more 
wiicly guide and govern the Empire after my deoeafe. 

TJ,r nrft AUfttr, namtd PamiUas^ i'aid, Lord, deliver tome 
yo-!r Son, and I Ujali teach him as natch cunning within feven 
year*, ar I *;nd aiJ my fellows can. 

T i len 1 pike the iecond Ms J 1 „-r, named Lentulus : Sir, of iong 
time I have ferved y 0:1,2 nd hithtrto [ have had no manner cf 
re war \ i demand nothing ciie of you. bur that you deliver me . 
yuur Son to Keep and govern, and J /hall make him as tunning ' 
within iix years, as I and all my fellows be. 

I lv.» thirc M*ftcr, named Crdton^ laid : My lord, many 
tinut s have I been with you upon the Sea in peril of my lifc,anal 
•f you have 1 had no manner of reward: if that I might for 
my recompence, now obtain that you Wyill vouchfafe to com- 
mit your Son under my Rule and Governance, I Ihou'd inferin 
him as much within rive years, if his wit will thereto attain, 
as I and my fellows can; 

Then flood up the fourth Mailer, named Mafquidrack^ who 
was riflht kan of body, and faid: • My Lord, call 10 ynur re- 
meml-iaira how that I and all my predeceflors have ferved Em- 
perors, and have received no manner of reward: wherelorr I 
ihall alk no other thing, but that you will deliver me your Sou 
to inform o£ teach,& I lhall make him to take as muchfeitnee 
and Wiftlom within four years, as I and all my fellow^ iuve 
learned in all bur lives. 

Then fpake the fifth Ma(tar,thatwas named Jofqhus, Lord, 
I am old, and many times I am called to your Counfel, and 
you know that my counfel hath availed and profited you, and 
to like wife may ir do hereafter: yet notwiriSffonding I deiire 
no wort j bat that you will deliver me your Son, and I fhall 
fnftrudt 2nd Inform him in asmuchcanxuxi^axvd Ccietvce^ that 
he within three years lhall profit ih Wit as ws&.a& Y*xvk a\Y 



J'tie leven inje saapers* j 

len came forth the fixth Milter, uamvd Clc&hM^vko faid 
:o the other, proimiing him ro learn and inform the child 
1 their cunning in two yens. 

tefeventh Matter nne up a».l laid, who alfo de fired the 
, and promifedto learn him within one year, the&iences 
tfifdomsof tfcmall. 

iienall this was done, the Emperor faid,My trufty fri'nc*s, 
very much bound to thank you all and evny oneo**yo!i 
hit you have (bean if ftly with attention delired 10 toiler j£ 
udr my Son* If I ihonldnow commit him to one and nor 
onVr, thereon would en: lie much diifrnf ion and variance 
igyou. Therefore to you all, and every of you, I cona-nit 




d his Son, and led him towards rheCourc of Home, IT win 
vzy fpake Craton to his tl-liows: It* we this cluid HimIA 

within the City of Rome> there is u> t;rcai ft'ftrr aul 
Diurle of People, that it would hi n-.kr »n-* lei h'm in pis 
ing:I know a fair place from Ro,nt forr.e iwo mile',ii.;iic 
mt and delrc~lable.,there let us makr a \r.:r « V|ii 'i"e.C*uo*b*r 
me, & put him therein: and rpon the >*v t .- , ds thcrjih, "?t \«« 

and write the feven liberal Arcs, i'o 'ha^ the Cliiid ao 
mes, may feeand behold his D'vSrrine- th/voias well a» 
s book: and this advice and cyiuiifeluleatV ••"hem ail, anil 
lone accordingly in every point. The "vlaf'-rs diligently 
• day during feven years, taught and lhflru£fc-d the caiidr 
«terrnii»ed amongft themfelves, and faid, lc is good that 
camine our Difciple, to fee to what perfection our pains 
arrived at, and to what ftrengrh and growth his ycrtue 6c 
/ledge is come to:, and they all wifely and r a iigiouf]yac- 
d to that Counfeh Then faid Mailer P*Ht*/A#, HowfhaJi 
rove him? Craten faid, Lf-x every one of as as he fleepetk 
nder every comer of his bed an Olive-leaf, and then we 
know if he perceived or feir any thing or nvr. This 
, he awaking, greatly marvelled, and lifted up his eyes 
rds the roof o* the Clumber frcquen. ly : The Milters feeing 
faid, Wheretore lift you up your eyes f« fhxrply ? ha 
erod, It is no marvel, for in my fkep I law the upper- 
part of the Chamber inclined towards the earth, or elfe 

me it was lifted up. Th? Mailers hearing this, faid 
gft themfelves, If this child may live, he ihali be a man 
rat cunning and fame. 
Ivw t1>€ Emperor hy the Cmnftl *f the great Princes^ 

*xd Lords of his Empire, weeded *n<*tb«r Wvf%« . 
IE Princes and great Lonltof^r^Eim^\xtV^^^xw^^ws» 

««* fipperor an* fettiMyl^rttto^^** 

A* 
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one Son, It is poffible $ ye might happen todie,& therefore it 
were profitable that you would wed another Wife, that thereby 
your joys and hopes might be bleft with far more certainty, and 
allured happinefs in your race and iffue, to^ intent y the Em- 
pire of Rome be not left without an hew. Moreover, ye are fo 
mighty, ' that if ij fhould happen you toget many Children : y^ 
may promote and advance them ail to great Dignities and Lord- 
fhips, Whereunto anfwered the Emperor, Is it yourcounfel^ 
I mall take another Wile: Tfcen feeJc me one that is gracious, 
a pure Virgin, fair and gentle born, and then I mail follow 
your coun! eland advice. They went and fought and fearched 
out many Kingdoms and Countries, anC at the lall they found 
the Kings Daughter of Caftile^ that was right fair and beautiful], 
and her they gave me 'Emperor to Wife, who behaved her fclf 
fo well, that anon lie was fo greatly taken in her love, that he 
forgat all the heavinefs andforrow of hearty mat he had trfken 
for rae death of his firft Wife. And when they had lived long 
together without Children, and f Emprefs faw well .that flie 
might not conceive, then whenlhe heard f the Emperor had a 
Son with rhefeven Wife Mailers to be foil ered and taught, to ^ 
great good and profit of the Empire, ihe thought in her fclf, ana 
ivifiied hisdeath. And from that hour forth, ihe imagined how 
fhc might confpire his definition. tt happened on a night as <f 
Emperor lay in his bed, he faid.to the Emprefs^ My raoft dear 
and Left beioveo Wife, I fhallnow fhow and open to you th* 
ftcrets of my heart : for under the fun there is no creaaire f I 
love fo well as you, and therefore trull in my love. 

Then laid the fair Ew/?r«/},If it be fo as you fay, I require of 
you one little boon or petition. Defirewnat you wiWjfaid^ 
Emperor, and all that to me is poflible, I fhall fulfill and gave 
it to you. Then faid the Emprefs^ Mjr dear Lord, you know I 
have no child by yon yet conceived, ror^w I am iorepenJive 
and heavy : but Fame that never conceals it felf long to true joy, 
hath delivered this happy truth to me,thatye have one Son only, 
the w is fet to the feven Wife Mailers to be taught and<governed, 
and him hold I,and reputes for mine own Son: wherefore I be- 
fcech you that ye will l<i\v\ for him, that I may fee him, and have 
confolat Lor of h is prefence,* as though he were mine own. Here- 
upon anfwered the Emperor: It is lixteen Years pall fince that 
liaw him : your will lhall be fulfilled. Incontinent ^Emperor 
fent unto tke feven Wife Mailers a Letter, feaied with his fe- 
crcr Sign, mat iijxm pain of death they fhould bring his Son 
in me icatl of Vtnttcoft following. 

jfr*? d-T feyen Wife Mafltrs after the fobt ef the Emperws 

ZfSSfr/, would firft obferyt tl>e Ciur jr And. Di-vine J«rc 

: foxrtngs of the Firmament and P Uiut s ^ wWitfow it 

wrt&ed fo $t$y his CGmmd»dm«nh w wt%. 




$D as the Mailers had react the Lttrer,and had underftood 
the wiJl of the Emper«r, in ^ n ighr rime they wenr, and 
lthe Stars in the Firmament, whether it womdbcexpedi- 
jtake their journey with the Childafier J EmpfrorswiJI 
r : And they faw dearly in the Siars, that if they fhouid 
heCliild in that time affigned ; at the Hrft word he Humid 
, he ihould dieanevil e'eath : U'here'ore th«y wereall right 
: and as they beheld anoth?r Scar, they law, that if rlVy 
ared not the Child at the day afbrefaid, the y fkonld icfe their 
, Then (aid one of them, of two evils the -kale is. to be 
n: it is better that all we die, than tint the Child ihould 
lis lift: therefore that we may fave the Cnilds life, 1-tus 
the Emperor. And as they were thus forrowful, j Child 
down from'hisChanib:r;^nd feeing his Matters fo hwy, 
ircuided them the caul cor their heavinefs,whersuponrhey 
tred, Sir, we have received your Fathers Le F ters,y upon 
of death now in this highfeait of Penteecft we IhoiiM lead 
v your Countrey, whereupon we kavebenoldeu J f finra- 
•wherein we clearly lee and rind, thir if we within toe 
before prefixed, prefent you ro your Farhtr, at th* JjrJl 
I that ye iliaJl pronounce out ofyour mouth, ye iha.ll berr. f 
▼ileft death condemned. Then i aid riV Child, 1 mult alio 
Id the firmament with the Stars, & f'ohe did, and found 
in a little Star, f if he could ab'ftatn from f peak ingieve:i 
, hefhould be pr'elerved & fave his fife. A? id after lie iwd 
this, he called the Mailers, and fir. wed thenrj r Star, &&'.(), 
Id my dear Mailer*, I fee perfrclly in the Star, that if I 
it my felf by f i]pace of feven day s^ I lha 1 1 fave my life. Y« 
jw ieven Malters,thc Wifeft of all the World, it i? nneiiis 
; for you, that every of you for me one day to anl \vcr,3c 
your Wifeanfwer every ofyouhisday^mv life may lave 65 
and in J eight day Jha 111 peak pf myi'eif,& fave my life 



Difcipl 

'Has, Lord, lihall fpeak far you the*firft, and fave your 
And Lentulus thefecond Mailer faid, I ihall for you the 
d day anfwer : &C fo confequentry every of thtm promiftd 
Twer for himfelf his day. And this laid, they Clorhed 
trild in Purple^uid leapt on Horfe-back with a fair com- 
, and haded them with the Child to the Emperor. 

Inp the Emperor ride to meet his Son coming frwnftutfj 
with muchjvj) Solemnity^ Mild Triumph. 

THen the Emperor perceived ^\Vv^Soivnwwcwx^>^^ 
the way. he rode w great )oy to xw^t Vvrcw ^XhTJSvY 
*MoUing tteoimiiifi of the Lmyxw^to&^wMKft^ - 
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It is beflthat he depart, that in the mean while he may provide 
how we n»ajr lave your life. The child f<* id. It plea erh rue well 
tiur yon do ib^ but have mind .of me m time of my nectflity : 
Hi thry rook leave and departed towards the City, and the child 
cam* after accompanied moll honorably. And as lie and his 
letter the Emperor met, for joy and giadhefshc took his Son 
a'lLiir the JSicck & kifitd him, tic laid, My dear Sorrow is my 
joy compieat, beholding in thee 5 r Treaiiireofmy litcs comfort. 
>;cw is it with you? It is jon^lince* f I fawyou. Fie bowed 
clown his hcjd.and anfwered nothing: The Father had great 
wo'-.der why thai iiefpeak r.o«;,and thought in inmfeif that Lis 
JAvPzi rs nad [nfoimt; him fo„ that he riding ihould not ipeak. 
And when rhey werec^me into the Palace, and uerc defended 
from the:rH*-Tfcs, the Father took his Son by the hand, and led 
him Kiiitf the HaJ), &fet him next him, & beheld hi m,oc laid, 
Tejj me now how it is with your Matters? How have thy in- 
fh-i:. c .:cd you thefe many ye^r* paft fince I law you ? iJut lie 
inclined down hi s head, oif pake not: The father laid, "Where- 
fore 1 peak ye not to me? When the Emprefs heard that the Em- 
perors Son was come,ihe was right joyous and glad, and faid, 
I wiiJ go fee him. She apparelled her ieif with nch attire, and 
took with her two of her Gentle- women, and went th-rca.* the 
Emperor was fitting with lus Son, and fate her down by the 
child, andihe laid to the Emperor* Is this your Son, that hath 
keen nowrilhed with. the i'cvtn Wife Mailers: And lie laid, It 
is my Sou, l>ur he ipeaketh not. She faid, deliver to me your 
Son, and if ever lie ] peak, I mall make him ro (peak. Then 
faid the Emperor, Rite, and go with her. The Sen did rever- 
ence to his Father, as though be faid, I am read y to accomplish 
your will, and fo went with her. 

Hotp the Emprefs led Dioclefian the Kmpercrs Son with her 

into htr Cbtmher^ for to make good cheer with him, 

the which he Tbithttood. 

THE Emprefs led him with her into her. Chamber, and com- 
manded Ail other to avoid, and fer him by her afore her 
Ir-'.-Jide, and laid: O my belt beloved Dioclcpan^ 1 have heard 
n»::chof your Perfon.and Beauty; but now 1 am glad y I may 

for 
have 

> r-.jwlei.geij That I for your loveuntothis daj-, havekeptrny 
\ i'giniry : fp c^k to me therefore,5c let usgo to bed together; but 
i '■ '\.vp. iitr iv) aniwer. She feeing that, laid to him, O go»d 
J*'-* /•-JiaH* \v h^ft the half of ray Sou),whjfp«:aJ:yexiotrorne, 
' •. . r leatt i;-(iw mefome token of I«ve,wliatih'.iJll do: fpeaX 
?"*?i-: I imrruoy ro fulfill and perform your wiJl. And when 
+*<-' n;iu chits /aid, XJieiiqbraccdh^ 




«. 



-" J J J ----- ^ 

: bur hetnrned his ^'ifaj>* fro iv her, and in no wife would 
t. iThen faid flie a^ain imro him, O Stm, v/bcr^or? t!o 
5 with me: Jit us f hep together* and then fhaii ye we!I 
e \r for yum love I have kept my Virjjinu ie ; hut i ."• turr-:U 



age a§nn from her. She feeing y or her he w:is aih:.rs ie<!, 
5 unrb him her naked Body and fcreaiis, a::d la;.!, Lc- 







ther fhewed her any manner of Love, bums nuchas he 
withdrew himidf f» om her. When ihefaw that, iiic l aid, 
Tweet Son, if it pleafe you not to con lent unto me yet 
perhaps for ibme reaibiuble caufe: Jo, here is Pen. Ink 
r, then Write your will,whei her I naayatany timeiiwre- 
ufl in your love or not: The chiki 'Wrote as hereafter 
:rh : O Lady, God forbide y I fhoukl defile my Fathers 
J : forlwotJiotwhatFruitl mould have of ir. 1 know 
e thing, f I ihould flngreatly in^ fight or'G»d,6ealfo 
r f Maleuittion of my Father, and therefore from he; ice- 
pray you, toprovoJte &Z ftirme no more thereto. When 

feen Sz read <f writing, ihe tare it with her teeth, and 
r Cioaths to her Navel, and alfoicratihed her A iiuge, 
t was all bloody, and caft from her all the Ornaments 
lead, & cryed outwa loud voice,come hither, my Lords 
me, left that this rude and evil body lhame^C ravilhme. 
low tbe y Emprefi complained r • t be Emperor §f the 

(home done unto her by bis Son. 
I Emperor being in <f Hall,anu hearing the noife ^cry 
the Emprefs) hehaftily ran toward her Chamber, with 
f his Knights,6c other of his Servanrs follow inghim,to 
.t was the matter. Then begun thcEmpyffs to cry, and 

the Emperor irbthis wife: O my Lord, have pity arid 
ion upon me: behold this young man is nor your Son, 
ibuleft for ribaldry and actions of luxury, y ever fm 
put ftrengfh into: for as you know well, Ikdhim tic 

him wme into my Chamber, & wouki have exhorted, 
'ed him to have fpoken,I have done as much therefore 

or may: and whilft I with my words exhorted and 
lim to nave fpoken,hehath endeavoured himfelfwme 
finned: and becaule I would not with him confent,but 
3d as much as 1 might to fly the fa me, he hath made »r>y 
.11 bloody, and hath alfo tommy Vefture Si Ornaments 
Head, as vou may openly fee : and if you had notfoon 
to mycaJling,he had ended in me his mod foul & wicked 

Whca the £mperor faw and lieard this ( tilled with 
\licc and woodaefs ) he coxnm*xi&ol ^\* ^\^-4xv\.\\.vqol 
■U 2o4 him to the arilow* aB&Yaa^Xftsu hsA^w^ 
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the Lords heard thereof ,they faid, Lord, you rnveno more but 
this Ton only, irisnot goody yethusflightlyput him to death. 
The law is ordained for tranfgreflbrs, and mif-doers. And if 
it be io that He mull die, lerhim by the law die, left it be i aid 
that the Emperor in his great fury and wrath, without law & 
juftice hath put his only fon to death. As the Emperor heard 
this,he commanded him to be put in prifon, until the time that 
Jucjgment was given againft him. And when the Emprefs un- 
oerltood that the ( hild was not put to death , fhe crytd 6c wept 
kitterlie', and would take no reft.' When the night wasromc, 
the Emperorentred into his chamber to go to bed, & found his 
wife weeping & forrowing: to whom he faid,0 my dear Lady, 
for what caufeareye forrowfulJ.She anfwered,know you not 
how that y our accurfed fon hath done me fo much {name, &fo 
diflionoredyou, that you have commanded hirrf to be hanged, fie 
yet he liveth, and your word is not performed, neither is my 
ihame revenged. Tomorrow,faidthe Emperor, he fhall die by 
the law. Then faid fbe,{hall he fo long live? then might it hap- 
pen to you as it did to a burgefs of Kome, of whom an example 
is .mentioned. The Emperor faid, I pray you lhow me this 
example. That fhaJl I do gladlie, faid the Emprefs. 
The firft Example of the Emprefs. 

IN the City of Rome was a Hurgefs, the which Iiad a fair 
Gar Jin, wherein he' had Handing a noble Tree, the which 
everie year brought forth fruit ef good verme: for whofoeverate 
thereor'that wereiv;k ofanie manner of ficknefs or leprofie, he 
fhould foon be whole and receive his fight. • 

It happened upon a day as the Burgefs went into his garden 
to vifite and fee the Tree, he efpied under the Tree a fair young * 
imp,& called to him ^ Gardiner.Sc faid,My friend,of this young 
imp I give thee charge, for I mitt of that to plant a lierter Tree 
then this is: The Gardiner faid, I ihali it gladly do. Anotfier 
time the Burgers came again into his garden to vifite the young 
plant, and it appeared unto him, that it grew" not fo much as it 
lhould do, and he faid to the gardiner, How may this be? And 
he faid, it is no wonder, for this great tree hath fo great arms 
and branches, that the air may not come to the root off young 
tree. Then faid the Burgefs, Cut and hew off the arms and the 
boughs, that the air may come thereto. The Gardiner did as he 
was Commanded. The Burgefs came again another time to fee 
the young plant, and thought that it never grew the better, and 
faid to the Gardiner, What is it that letteth this plant to grow 
now? And then he faid, I fuppofe the night of the old tree let- 
teth the fun, that the rain may not come thereto, & therefore 
ic cannot grow. Then (aid the Matter unto him, Hew down 
that tree to the ground, for I hoye of this plant ro, have a better 
then ever that was. The gar diner bearing b\s "NV»te«> *to* — " 
Aim, and Awed down the tree; ixwl ai&wi *& Vtov<fro& 



x i;e feyeu Wije M*jrers . 1 1 

young plant all whoJlie periihed,££ came to nonght,where- 
ime great harm: for when the poor •and lick people perceived 
: the tree was deftroyed, they curfed all them f were coun- 
ts ix hrlpers thereto, by the which they oftentimes were heal- 

and cured of their infirmities and malidies. Then fa id th* 
prefs ro her Lord, underftand yejwhatl havefaid ? Heanf- 
:ed, Yea, Right well.* thenfaid ihe, IwiJl declare to you 
meaning of that which I have laid. 

ThtDuUration of the Example. 
Eih rree,my Lord, betokeneth your molt noble perfon, how 
that with yourcounfel and help, many poor and fick folks 
greatlie holpen and comforted: and the young imp which it 
■\vn under the great tree, is rour accurfed fon, that now by 
ining "beginnem to grow, and ftudieth f!rft,how he may cut 
rhe arms and boughs of your might, and how to win him 
Land and favour of the people.: yea, and more unnaturallie, 
igineth to deftroy your perfon, that he may himfelf reign : 

what mail thenenlue thereof? AJl poor and feeble people 
11 curfethem,who might have deftroyed your fon, and have 
: done it/ Therefore I counfel you, whilft you are in your 
ver, and living, that ye deftroyed him, lett$ thecurfeof f 
pie fall upon you. Then faid the Emperor, Ye have given 
good counfel: to morrow I fhail condemn him to the vikft 
th that can be thought upon. When the day was come, ^ 
iperor went and fat in judgment, and commanded his fer- 
tits that they fhould lead his Ion 10 be hinged with Trumpets 
aiding in token of death. And as the Emperors fon was led 
ough.the Cirjjr, the common people began to ween and cry, 
ice, the only lbn of the Emperor is led towards his death : Sc 
rewithail came Pantillds the tirft Mailer riding upon a horfe. 
ten the child fawhim, he bowed his head to him,as though 
faid,have mind npon me when you come before my Father , 
how I am led towards the Gallows. Then the Mailer faid 
me fervants, Make no haile, for I hope by thegrace of G«d 
s day to deliver him from death. Thenfaid all the people, O 
>d Mailer, hafle you to the palace, and fave your difci pie. H<? 
ate ^ horfe with his fpurs till he came to^ palace, & kneel- 
:o the Emperor, and did him reverence: To whom the em- 
or faid, It ihall never be to thy good,who anCwered%Ihave 
erveda better reward. The Emperor faid, Thoulieft, for I 
redelivered him to thee in all things well mannered,and now 
is drought home dumb, and hath fought to work his will to J* 
me of my vertuous Emprefs,and to ^ dishonour of his Fathers 

forever, therefore this day he ihati die: and ye lhall all die 
lamefull deatlM|ben faid the Mailer, Lord, forafmuch as 
ir fon fpeaki i Wot, the caufe ^«eo^Qk\£\»^^?£» ^ 
csaifc it is not , as ye {hall vm&ttftaxA '. *»& -NNfcasvj^K* 
he iwuld have c©n^ue£thi*£»><£ ^w«ss«»x^ 
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Emprrfs* I (kill fay toyouef arrurh,B: hath been in our com- 
pany by rhefpace of fixreen years,and we nevet could perceive 
inch aUife by him. And thvrefbre, my dear Lord, I ihill (hew 
3*011 one tiling, that if you put your Son to owth for the Words 
of your Wife, it fhall happen te you won't then to a Knight, 
which killed his kit Gray hound through the words of his Wi£, 
wh ich faved h is Sen from Djarh. Tiien fa id the Em**rror to the 
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it: but if it plttfeth you this noble Example to hear,c:ajlag4ia 
your Son t ill i o Morrow, and as yon think by Reafon, then do 
with him your pleafure. As the Emperor heard that, anon he 
willed the Child to be called again, and in the mean time hefx 
him in Prifon while the Mafter finiihed iiis tale, and then he 
began in this manner following. 

Tlx Example cftbe fitft M*i/rer. 

THerewasa Valiant Xnightwhicn had one only Son as you 
have, the which he loved fo much, that he orduined for his 
helpers three No wriihers. The firit fhould give htm fuck, and 
feeu him. Thefecondftiouldwaib htm, & keep himckau: And 
the third mould bring him to hisfleepandreft. TheKaighthad 
alio a Grayhound and a Falcon, which he alfo loved right well. 
The Grayhound was fogotel, that he never run at any game, but 
heroo/c ir, and held it till his Mailer came. And if h is Matter 
difpofed him to go unto any battel , if he ihould net fpeed therein 
a none as he i houkl mount upon his riorfe, tir. Grayhound vyoujd 
take the Horfe-failin his mourh,anl draw b*cK ward, & would 
alio cry and howl marveloufly loud By thefe figns, & the due 
obfervatiori thereof, the Knight did alwayes underftand that his 
journey lhoukl have very ill i uccefs. The falcon was lb gentle and 
hardie, that he was never caftolFto his prey but he took it. 

The fame Knight had much pieaftire in jufting and Tourney, 
fothat upon a time under his Call lc he proclaimed a Turnamenr, 
to the which cime many great Lords and Knights. TheXnight 
entred into the Tourney, and his I adie went with her Maidens. 
to fecit; and as they went out, after went the Nowrilkers* & 
left the Child lying alone* there in the Cradle, in the Hall ? where 
the gray hound lay near the wall, & the Hawk or falcon {landing 
upon a perch. In this hall there was a fer pent lurking, or hid ha 
a hole? toall them of the Caftle unknown, the which when he 
perceived f they were allabfenr- he put his head out of his hole, 
& when he faw none but lfcChila lying in f Cradle, he went out 
of his hole towards ^Crad5e,fi»r to have fliin <f Child. The noble 
falcon perceiving that, and he beholding the grayhound f was 
rfttplngmd4c£uch a noife, & rufth«f» -with her wings, prelently 
jptar the grayhound awoke, and role uf : mv& <*rt\«v YfcfrNq *rr 
ftrpcMt nigh die duld,aMiw»^i«&Y^^\M^s^ ^fcjS^ 
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>u<»rtt fo Iongtogethrr,umili y the ferment hr.d f'vin-o^-- J,, , c 
n. i°\v( 4 uiitlet.*tiit gray hc-und, that he bled i'o fori, thai th'-.^rtii 
b*u ^ LradJe was all bloody. The gray hound wiieutiiat i.c 
_ic himiclf grievoufly wounded & hurr, ifaiT fiercely upon 0- 
r rixnt, aud foughi io 1 ore togeriier,and To eige : iy , that bci w*-u 
hen* 5^ Crail- wasovertoft with th- - Child, the kxfoineujnvard. 
A'iii!iectiiiethattheCra<>le had four poiv..*ls lik^fcer, taj.iug 
o w ■ r . ■ s ♦he earth, rii* y fa ved die OnMsli fe, &; h is v i j a i* - ; ro m 




jown «gtui in his place, & licked his wan a Is. Audatioii aC-r 
is t|ie Juits and Tourney was done, the Uowri.'hers came firft 
into the Cattle, &as they faw the Cradle turned 5 r upiidedown 
upon the earth, compafled round about with blood: am! $ the 
gray hound was alio iloody ,they thought & faid amonglt th m- 
1 elves, that the gray hound had flain the Child: & werejiot ii> 
wife as to turn up5 r Cradle again w the Child, fur to have «et 11 
what was thereof befallen. But they faid, let us run away, Mfc 
that our Matter fhould put or lay the blame upon us, & J Why 
us. As they were thus runiiii lg away, rhey met J' Ki j jghrs \V 1 . e, 
& fhe faid unto them, Wherefore make ye this forrow, & w ne- 
ther will ye run?. Then faid they *0 Lady, wo & forrow be 10 
us, and to you. Why, (aid lhe, what is there tiapned ? i how me, 
the gray hound, they faid, your Lord & Matter loved fo «vl!, 
h-ith .devoured and flain your Son, & lyeth by the wall aJi full 
of bood. As the Lady heard this, fhe prefenrly feh ro f earth, 
and began to weep and cry piriouilv, & faid, Alas,0 my Juar 
Sou, are ye thus flain and dead? What mail I no w do, that I 
have mine only Son thus loft? Wherewithal dime in f Kni-lic 
from the Tourney, beholding his Lady thus crying & maJan<» 
form w, he demanded of her wherefore ihe made i'o great forrow 
anti Lamentation? Sheanfwetedhim,0 my Lord^grayhound 
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em to meet him,& did fawn upon him, as he was wont to do, 
:i! fhe Kir.ghc drew out hu3word,an«l witheneftroakfinote 




great forrow and weeping he tare his hair, andfaid, Wo be to 
rr.e, that tot the words' of rny Wife, I have flain my good and 
b* if gray hound, the which hath faved my Childs life, i3c had* 
flaiu the ferpent : therefore I will put my mfu*Ye»ax\av, ^l^ 
he \o-akc. his Sword in three pieces, and "wetvt to\v«te^fc\>s*es 
Uadjtnid abode there aJi the days of Ids V&« - CY^n. ^^ ^ 
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Matter to the Emperor, Lord, underllaud ye what Ihavefaic!t 
And he an! wared and faid, Right well. The Mailer faid. If 
you do put your Ton to death for the words of your wife.it ihall 
happen to you worfe then it did to f Knight for his grayhound. 
The Emperor faid,Ye have (hewed me afair example, & with- 
out dou bt this day my Con. fhaJl not d ie. Then {'aid the Mailer, 
If you do ib, you do wifelie,and I thank now that you have now 
fparedhlm tnis day for my fake. 

The fecond complaint of the Emprefi. A fkrrvm mingled 
with much cunning tndfalfhsod. 
\ 7L 7Hen the Emprefs heard that the child was not yet dead, 
VV i he begin to weep bitterly. &fate her do wnon the earth 
in allies, and would not lift up tier head; when the Emperor 
heard that, he entred into the chamber, and faid unto her, O good 
wife, wherefore make you all this forrow,and trouble your felf 
fo much? She faid, Afk ye that of me-) know/ye not well what 
great defpite and (hame Ihave fuffered of your unhappy fon,& 
how ye have proxnifed me y you would (ajuftice to be therefore 
executed onhim,andyethehveth: Ofa truth it will happen to 
you, as hapjicd to a ihepherd and a boar. The Emperor faid, 
I pray you (how me that example for my learning. Sht-faid, 
Asyellerday I (hewed you one,and faw no good effect tliaccame 
thereof, tp what end mould I now do thelllce ? Neverthelefs I 
fhalldeclarethis noble example mito you, as hereafter you mall 
hear. 

TIjc fectnd Example* f the EmPrefs. 
■THere was fbmetime an Emperor, the which har^ a great 

forreft,wherein was a wild boar, which was fo cruel SC fo 
fierce, that he killed and devoured men going through the forreft. 
The Emperor thereof being right heavy, proclaimed throughout 
all hi? dominions, that whatfoever he was that could (lay -J- boar, 
lhould have his only daughter to wife,and therewith hisempire 
after his death: and as this was in places proclaimed, there was 
not one man found that durft give misadventure : But there was 
a Ihepherd who thought in himfelf : Might I the boar overcome , 
and (lay, I (hould not only advance my felf,but alfo my genera* ' 
tion & kindred:fothenhe took his ihepherds (htffin his hand, 
and went to the forreft: and as the boar had of him aright, he 
drew towards theherdf-man, but he for fearclimed upon a tree) 
•nd then the boar began to bite and gnaw the tree. 

Soth? herd thought (hortly that he would have over thrown it. 
This tree was loaJen with great plenty of fruir,and the herd 
gathered and plucked thereof^md call them to the boar,infomuch 
that when he was filled therewith,he laid him down to (Jeep; J 
which when the herd perceived, by little and little defcended y 
tree, and with the one hand heckaved the boar ,and \fr the other 
Jheldhim upon the tree^nd feeing y the boai fltv 1 vcr V loundly* 
ie drew out his toife. ajidihioteUic^oax^ov^^^t)V>&^^ 



And folhortJy after he wedded the Emperors daughter ; 
fter the dearh of her father, he was m*de Emueror. Then 
«r, My Lord, wot ye not what I have Uid? Heiaid,Right 
Then faid (lie, Tins mighty boir bstokeneth y«ur molt 
perfon, againlt whoinmaynomanwithiiand, neither by 
m, nor with flr;ngth. This ihe;>hera wit h his ftafFis f 
i of your ungraciousfon, who with his itattofcunning, 
lcthtopiaywiihyoti, as the herdf- man clawed Jboar,ciC 




that he may reign. Then laid the Emperor, GOD forbfd 
iiey ihoukfdoto me as he did to the wild boar: and he 
mohtr, This day mySon ihall die: and fheardwered, if 
y fo, then do ye wifely. Then the Emperor }' fxond time 
I in judgment, commanded to lead him to the place of 
:ion ai)|H)inted for that purpofe: and whillt he was going) 
cond Mailer came before the Emperor, doing him great 
;nce, as before is ftiewed in the coming of the lirit Matter: 
urn thefecond Matter faid,«J my Lord and Emteror,ify ou 
d flay your S#n for the wordsor your wife, it itull hajpen 
i toyuu, then it did to a cerrain Knight, wforthewartfs 
> wile was unjuftly put upon the Pillory. The Emperor 
O good Matter, tti I me how that happened. And he faid, 
Lord, Ifhallnotfayit,unlefs you will call your only Son 

the death, until the time that the example be told, the -fr 
i irn not y ou from your purpofe, then your will lie fulfilled. 

the Emperor commanded that the child ihould be called 
i: and under this manner that followeth, <f fecond Matter 
ito tclL 

TJje Example of thefecond M after. 
City was an ancient Knight which wedded a young wife, 
id fair, as ye liave done, whom he loved above all earthly 
;s.This Knight was a very circumfpe&& carefullhufband, 
wich $ every night he locked in the daor w his own hands, 
lid the keyes under his beds head. In that city there was 
' or cuftom, that at a certain hour in the night a bell was 
:obe rungyhat after the ringing of the faid bell, if any man 
oman were by the watch-men found about theftreets, all jr 
:they Ihould be kept faft in prifon, and on the morrow fet 
pon a Pillory, that all the people might behold and wonder 
em. 

lisfore-faid Knight had little mindorluft of flefhly deeds, 
!ut he was very ©ld.ahd might not fatiate or perform the 
2s & ap petit es of h is young w ife: wherefore every nigh t Ihe 
rig a paramour, her hufbimlke^\iv^l<w^^Vj^^^K«a 
r hhlxJs AeacL and went to toYo^tr^k^XiW* ^ofcsas* 
9 *JI privily /he laid the key e* uaitex W^flHM&Vtsa 
us Ac phyedmany a unit. 
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So it happened upon a ni&'-i:, tnatrhe Knight awaked ot 
his ikep^ aiidmiifrd his wiiif, a!id alio the k M - sunder his 
head, whereupon htr lii.-u ruff, up, :iau west 'iiitosh.'doox'r 
fo- nid them open, the which iv: dole*.! an.l ho:' d Ult wit hi 
then wcnr up again imo his chamber, and i-iuk«. our a; 
window towarustneltreet: and when it wasueiraivui 5' : 
c*cks crow, his wi beanie from h-:vb:flb.;lov?e!, «:iJ tou: 
door ihut & bolted Ivh hin: then wa j ihe lorro wft ii , n ; v -r . i 
ibe knocked to have come in. Then fpake the Knight -v.it 
window; O thou molt wicXed and unclean wife, now J -j 
and am expert thai many times thou haft for.'akfn my h»..'. 
gjne and done adulter y: now thou ihalr {rand nirilrk i.. 
rung, and thac the watch-men may taKe thee,amt do with 
according to the law. His wife anfwered,'My Lcrd,v\ m hy 
lay that to me : for in v?ry truth, the caufr of my '.tfing £[\ 
was for no ill, buc I was called by my Mothers maid, 
fetched in ^ night : & when Ifaw yoiHle ep f» f weetly* I • 
not awake you, becauferhatyeareold; and therefore I too 
Iceyes, and went to my Mother, f which is fore lick, that] 
tomorrow fliemuftbeannointed, or annihilated n uvVltand 
for becaufe y I would not you offend, I have haftne d me a 
unco you, and have left her lying-in great pain and inrirn 
therefore, I pray you for the love of God, let me inbefor 
bell ringeth. The Kn ight aufwered,Ye fhall nor fo come ii 
muft there abide until the rime {.hat the bell ringeth, and i 
f the watch- men come and take you. Thenfaid the, that fh 
be to you. and to me, and unto all our fir lends 6^kindred a \ 
flume anu rebuke: therefore for the reverence of AlmighryC 
let roe conw in. Thenfaid he, Have in thy mind, evil 6c 
Wife, how ofentimes thou hail . for/aken my bed, and < 
adultery: it is much better that thon fuller ihame, and l>c 




eft in vain,for thou malt not come in,buttho:i lhilt tarry J r c 

ing of the watch-men. She hearing f , faid, My Lord,y* kne 

by this door ftandeth a well, if you let me not come in, I i 

therein drown my felf,rather then all my friends ihould bt at 

edforme. Thenfaid he, Would to God thou hrlft'ietndrov 

long before that ever thou cameft in my Iwd As they ihus f 

together, *£ Moon went down, and all was very tUr'<: thrri 

ihe,if it will not otherwife bo, IflialJdtowu my iVlf. but 

before, likeatnie Chriftian woman, I wHl make my -el\mr 

Firft, I bequeath to God my fpuEJ and my b'ady r > be oniric 

the Church of S. Peter: and of all Orh-r things arid goods 

Godhzthftntvtej I give unto you, todifpofc for my foul,: 

your wifd&m and diFcrer ion- And wher\(h*. \^v\y\^a.vS 

rent unto the well, and there lymfci$teAtftovv.e. ynx\i\* 
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he |ift it up, & raid, Now I drown my felfj&focaft^ 
lo^n into the We]J*& went again privily, & ftood by ^ 

Xne Knight hearing the Noife, ( ryed with a loud Voice, 
5, Alace. alace, my fweet Wife, is drowned. And fc» h* 
r came 'down, and ran to the Weil : and when fhe fa w y 
K>r was open, \ re/en? \y ihe enired in,& locked the Dour, 
ent up into the Clumber, and lay «3c looked our of the 
)w. The knight flood vy the WcJl, and cryed, & Wepr 
ly, andfaid, Wo be tome, 1 have now loft my belt beloved 

now curfed be the time that I made felt the Door again ft 
When the- Lady heard that, fhe laid, C thou enned old 
ird,why ftandeft thou th re at this time of f night ? Was 
y body to you fufficieni ? W T herefore do you thus g.* every 
to your Harlots and your Whores, and leave my bee'.? As 
rd the voice of his Wife, he was rightgiad,&faid,Bhfi-al 
1, that yet Ihe is hot drowned, but mygffod Lady, where- 
) you lay fuch things againft me P I thought to have 
ed you, and therefore I locked faft Jr Dnor, but in no wife 
ided it to your peril: ye know well what forrowl made 
u,when 1 heard you to have fallen into the Well,and there- 
ame, thinking to have helped you. Whereupon fhefaid, 
ieft falily,! never committed luchfauksas thou Piy eft to 
it it appeareth by a common Proverb, Hey is guilty or 
le himf elf in a fin, he judgeth every man to be in thel'ame .- 
, The father never fought his Son in the oven, except he 
5ii therein himfeK In like cafe conceiveft thou a faJie 
e of me: but one thing I promife thee, thou (halt abide 
ntiJl the Watch-men do come, and the bell rung that they 
id thee before the judges, to abide and fuffcr the Law, 
aid the Knight, Wherefore Jay ye fuch things tome iliat 
, impotent^ and moil unmeet to delight in nidi a^ame? 
dwelt long in this City, and never ^vas defamed, and 
re let me in, that to me or to yourfcAye do no fhame. 
d, Ye fay in vain, it is better that ye iroarethink your iim 

World then in hell. Have in mind what the Wife man 
K poor man proud, a rich mm a liar, and an old nun a 
rod hateth : fo be you a tool and rich. What need was ic 
1 to flander me, and cannot be content when as yon have 
;r of my youth at your pleafure,but yet runneth to harlots* 
arefere it is the xreat grace of God that you have time ana 
) forethink if? left ye ihould periih,andbe damned for more 
xl therefore fufftr your penance patiently ? The Knight 
> my heft' beloved Lady, although it be fo, yet is C?od 
ill, and he aflceth nothing of a /inner, but that heameiii! 
,and rorethinkhimfelf,anddo peinncefor his fins. Now 
Lpme" ityandf will make amends, Shfc fa\&^\x*vfcK>r\ 
ide yoirfo,jEbod a Preachet> Vast Co yovi cotofc *«*■ \su 
they thus lftdce, the bell ruiaa^iaJl xJbriv *«. «3Dta«JMa 
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xtry fervently, faying, frowfufter me tocomeinjrtiatlbenot 
aihamed for ever. She anfwered, The ringing of the beil do* 
pretend the health ofyour Soul. And as this was laid, then 
preiently came the watch-men about the City, and found the 




on y oldaccurfed Whore- hunter, fcr ye know whole Daughter 
I am. This curfed old nan is wont every night to leave my bed, 
& go to his Whores & Harlots. I have long time fbrliorii him, 
&, wouidnot lhb\vit,nor Complain on himro my Friends: for 
I tru(t«d y he would have amended his Mifrnle t and h htlpeth 
not: &C therefore cake him, & pimifti him after the L/iw, that 
all fuchold doters may take Example by him. Then the Watch- 
men took him, & all night Cbaftiled him in Prifon,5c on the 
morrow they put him on the Pillory. Now faid th? Aia/Ier to 
the Emperor y Lord, have you underftood what I havefaiu.' And 
liefaid Rjgbt well. Then f'aid the Maficr* If you pur to death 
your Son by the Infligation of your Wifr, it ihall chance 
unro you worfe then to the Knight. 

The Empenr (aid, fhe was the voi ft Woman that ever I hear J , 
of, that fo falfly brought her Hufband to liianv,' and rebuke: I 
fay urn o you, Mafier^ That for the Reafonof this Example, my 
Son lhall not die this day. Thrilfrf/7«rfairi unto him, If yon 
do fo, then you do Wifely, & that Jiereafter yi-u Jball joy: (b 
I commit you to God, c* thank you for your^aiieiic hearingt 
and for the fparing of your Son, andfo lie departed. 

I The third CcmpUint of the Emprefs, mere fit 8 ofcwr 

nirg afid ViffembUng Cor row then thr fur met, 

WHen the Emprtfs hearu thai thi Chi if wa* not dead, fhe 
wept bitterly, & entred into her privy Chan.*!*!, and 
tare ner fkin widi her Nails, & with a loud vejee cryed, Alace. 
that ever I was Km, that Ifo great a Kings Daugbrer, fhou'd 
ha thus intreated &fhamcd, and therefore c-'n have no remedy. 
Her Gentle- woman hearing this, went and (hewed it to the 
ilmperor^ and he went unto her: and comforted her faying; 
Lady , weep not fo, nor cry not, for it becometh j ou nor. Who 
anfwered, The love that I have and ewe unto you, makcthme 
more forrow,then the contempt of the death : for why f inward 
Love of your Heart, hath hitherto prohibited, and letted mCj 
that I have not returned again into my Countrey to my 
Father, but I fear fliould I fo do* it might turn to your harm; 
far he is mighty to. honor me with his Riches, and to revenge 
my quarrel and defpight in fuchwife that ye might repent tt. 
.Wnereto faid JEmitfrcr^tthatpafsoutpfyour mind, neither 
repeat it any more, fpr as long at 1 Vive, \ (tav&^rcr fail yoij. 
•And ftiefsLiS} JLwd^If ray God $ X ou *£$ "VmgJAN** \»x\fc*£ 



Son 

:d 

ihew 

ine Ac Example bow it was that he would not bury his Fathers 
head. She faid, I (hall do ir for your proric. 

27* third Example of the Emprcfs. 

IN the City of Rum* there was a K--i*ht which had two 
Daughters and one Son. Anci ihisfci/^fc iiad fo pear de- 
light in Hunting, Jufling and Touniey, th«.:all*h:nga"that he 
might win 52 get, he laid SCfpentit therer.;:ci». I:; y timelived 
in Emfew named OttayUn, <tinhis Riches of Gold 3s Silver 
exceeded ail other Kings and Princes, iuiotn-.ich tr-t Iw had a 
Tower full of Gold & ordained a fought iohave5*k«pMgS£ 
Gorge thereof. This Knight had fo hunted Jutting, and other 
idle Games, came to fo great .Poverty, tiiathe was forced out of 
. the Extremity of his adverfe Fortunes, to Cell his Heririje, 5c 
called to him his Son,&4aid,My S»n,it belie veth m* or ywr 
Counfcl, for Necefiity & Poverty Compelled! me to Oil mine 
Heritage, orelfe to find fome other way whereby I iuay live: 
for if Ifliould fellnjine Heritage, both y on & your Siflei , s"'fhould 
periflu ThentheSon faid, Father, if ye can find any manner 




unto theSon,anfwered &faid, Tlutco;;ulei cannot be arn?nded f 
for it is better of the Emftnrs Gold co^ ta^e, to help us, then 
to fell our Heritage. 

So they rofe up both in the n!ght,& w?nt to the Tower, 3* 
with Instruments they made a hole thorcw the Wail, & took at 
much Gold as they could LUh carry away at riur time, <St the 
bifbt payedhisdebts,&; Hunted again Jn£s, as he did before, 
imrtJJ all was fpent & consumed. In 5* *^~an while the keeper 
of the Treafure went into the Tower, 3s w'ien he law f Treaiur* 
ftoln,and a great hole made thorow the Wall 9 he began t* wai 
fore afraid, & went unto the Em/wor,and ihewed how it waj 
befallen. To whom the ftw/w&r faid all angry, "What ncedeft 
thou to fhow that, have I not delivered to thee my Treafure- 
and therefore of thee I willaflc it? Anone as the keeper heard 
tint, he went totheT*wer again, and fee U-forerhe hole a great 
Veflel full of Pitch melred, wirh wther gins of Subtility, that no 
nan might come in at that hole, but hemuftneeds fail into that 
Veffel : & if he had therein fell, he could no more come eur of if* 
Hot long after v£ Knight had all ^Gold cmfutned & fpent, &C 
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he fud to bis Son, Follow me no*, 'or if thou doft,thwicanft 




yoi may be delivered 6i iiolj>en. The Father laid, Thereisnone 




head he fmiitea off. anone he drew om his Sword and fnio'i off 

his Farbershcad.andcaftit intoapir, and then wencand (hewed 

unto his Siilersail 5' matter ,whu many daysafter prn ily bewail 

. ed f deaih of their Father. After this the .keeper of ^ rreuUire 

came into the Tower, and found a body wont a head: wlierat 

he wondred fbre,and ihewed it to the Emperor : to whom lit laid. 

Bind tint body at Jr tail of an horfe, andiodraw it rhorowall 

the flreets of the City, and diligentlv take good herd if ye h^ar 

. any cry, or weeping, wherefrvA'er ye hear thaijic is f Ijom of^ 

houfe : taXe all of rhem, and <f body, draw them ro J gaiioivs 

and hang them. Thew J Evteror fcrvants fu'.'.L'ed a<x- riding 

td his commandment : ami as they came againft jr fo'ifro 'Jdvad 

Knight^ f Daughters feeing the body of their dead Father, -^e'e 

a njarvelous great ihrike,and wepr piteoufly : an*: as rneir brother 

heard that, an;m he wounded himfelf wiih aknifr,Jothai a;reat 

Plenty of blood came out of' the wound. T he Offi .ers wh *n i hey 

heard the cry, entred intorhehoiiLe.demandiiigf^aufeof their 

clamor. Then anfwered the Son ,they la mem ix-canfe I arm bus 

wounded: For when my Sifters fa w my blood fo abundantly 

to go out as you fee, they began to weep and cry . and w lien y 

Officers faw f wound th*y believed his words, and fo deceived 

went rheir \vays,and hung the Knights body upon f gaJJows, 

where he hung a long Time, and his Son wuild nciihsr tak? his 

body down from 5'gal2owr,noryet bury his head. The Kmprefs 

faid,uudcrftandye\vhai Ihavefanl. The Emperor fa id right well. 

The Declaration of the Example. 

T^Hen fjake <fEmprcfs thus : my Loru, I frai it will fo chalice 

A ro youSc your Son: this night for the love ofhisSonwas 

ipade poor & firft hecommitttd theft,& brake \ht tower : fecond- 

ly, caufedhimfcJf to be beheaveil, $ his Children fhtuld have 

no ihame: af.er ^ Soncafthis hfaciintoy dike 3C buried irnoc 

neither in Churcii nor Churcn-yardySc his body hefufK*red iHJl 

to hingiipjii ^ galiows: If f he could not have taxen ir down 

in fihyi he might well have done kin the night. Iii f Janie 

Jmnntr ye labor night & <&y^ ye may promote your Son to ho* 

nor &ricfies, but without doubt he iaV>ouie\UfoT^oixrconthfi- 

v* &4lsjtm£tiQn% that hc«»y rcieiuftsr .youm^MW^&n^wi. 
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Therefore I a^vifc you, yyuu ^e.ily rake awaj r his life: who 
living, ihi*iki fiiv!-cii;y prove f .'.ettrucnon of yours. The £>»- 
pew iaid,Y\mh:r.e liicv-d me a *oo » cwun^ie. I'll-? Knights Son 
. when he [iad i'micr'-n ; fFh;5 £l 1ms U ad, would not bury it: 
tfraur vJuu 1 n my Son -, ha i n< »r do iytuni:. • ai r he anon commiin- 
©Jdhis Officers $ hey livedo La .1 hi m-:o 5 f ..jailo\vs,-Sc they all 
obeyed ins ornn-aiVii^civshaitii/ : An.iasrn.-y led him through 
theltrt " ' 
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riding upon ail boric: 6t as y Child law h:iM,hcdid b.nvdown 

foslienl tolling asihuuehi*e hid laid, have mind upon m?, ^ 

P^pie cryed, laying, O good Matter^ halt you, an.l lave your 

W/«f7c,3*;f6 he I mote his horlewh;sf>)urs,3c hailed him to f 




bopftlat my coming ro have leen nude welcoin?,5cio have had 

JWiier reward^ nor fo to be rebuiccd. Thi Emperor C.inl^ As ye 

wave deftrved.Jo fhall it be ro you To whom he 'i aid, My; Lord, 

%ichave Ideferved? The Emperor laid, ye right well tlefcrve 

jkata,fur I delivered you my .Son well r .peaking.& well natiin cd 

for to be informed ic taughr: & ye have < slivered hima&ii.i 

Jatoiradurnbyicaribaukl. F« whom f M*jier Paid, in $ youiay 

ie is dumb, that I commit tojGod, fr>r ne n .akes 5' dumb to fpealc, 

& deaf to hear. But in f you fay he would have inforced your 

Wift.that would I gladly knnv, if any creature hathfeen that, 

for there is no Malice above ihe Ma lice of a Woman, and that. 

ftali I prove by a good Example, y a Woman is full of falihood 




To whom the Emperov fa id, I pi ay you tell mt how y Women are 
fail of malice and leafings, who laid, I will lwt fhow it, but if 
you will firil call again your Son from d?a; h, th°n at your plea- 
furel fiiallfhow ^ Kxaraple. Then $ Empsrur anon na It his Son 
to be calif d a;?a«n,5c to be put in prilon. Then fMtfter began 
to tell the Example, in this nuuiv r and f jrm following. 

Tin Example of the third Mailer. 
QpHew was in a City a rich Burgefsy hid a Py?)f<b helove.l 
fo well, $ every day he taught her to I peak La: uu 6c Hebrew 
& when ihe bad learned very perfectly to fpeafcihofe two Lan- 
guages, all $ ihe law & h'ard, Ihe ihewed& told Ir.r M.tfkr* 
This young man had a lair young Wtfr, as ye have, ihe <fr 
he loved full well : but Ihe on y commy lcwtdlumvv^c^yeciuCe 
he nras not off lafcivious performvmce^ot x* ^x^^X^wfott 
Mccordmg to f night of her defire : & xtotfats V\& \x& «**** 
M^wu«iiM$iJfctavedaboveli^ ^^Vnvsv^ 
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fci^urul was out oftiic Town, about his Merchandife & other 
fc'ili :■»■■■!•!, ihs Jeiit- for her beft beloved, y they might make good 
Cv: ■:■'. v \ovst?v:r. The Pye as fheefpyedy cold it to be her Mafttr at 
hi »c.on*F: , 5; home, in inch a manner as the Noife thereof ran all 




fakl, That Pye cannot lie, for whit lhefeerh 




fricn I ^ciovetoiblaceSc make good ctieer whim: but he durft 
not cji:?c by day light, b« abode untill^evening^efthefhouJd 
be inarmed 6c lixn of* the People, & when J night was come. 
th;'ii he Knocked at J Gate, & fhe was ready & opened it : He 
fay.:, I fear that the curi'ed Pye ihall accufe us: for by her is 
com? great ilander upon us through the City : enter in,ihe faid, 
boklly, and fear not. And they fhould pais through the Hall, 
whtre the Pye was in herCage,ihe heard him fay thelevvords,0 
my belt belovedj I fear me greatly lefty the Pye Ihoidd bewray 
us. And as ^ Wife heard that, ike faid, Re fhihfool,it is darX, 
*he m:iy not fee you. Then <f Pye hearing that,faid, If I fee thee 
nor, I hear thy voice, & thou dolt wrong unto my M*<for, for 
thou fteeptft with my MiftrtfsyX\v\ when my "Mafter cometh I 
ihaiJ tell him. The young Man hearing that, faid, Told I not 
you y J Pye would difcover us? And f Wife fnid, Fear nor, 
tor this night we will be avenged onjrPye, 6c fftthcyentred 
into <f Chamber, & flept together y night. Aknit midnight J 
Wife arofe, &C called her ?>laidj3c1faid, Fetch me a Ladder ,anJ 
fee it up to the robf of <f Hpule, f I may .revenge me on the 
Pye. The Maid did even fo,andfo they went up both and made 
a ho!e thorow the covering of the houfe right over the Pye, & 
there thoro *v caft (and, clay, ftones &" water upon the Pye, inft- 
nu:ch y ^ poor Pye was almoft dead : *Zon<f morrow J yeuxig 
man wfrnt our early at if back-door. And when tlje good roan was 
come homeyis his cuftom was, he went 61 vifircd the Pye, and 
faid to h-r,OPye,my beloved bird, tell me how thou haft fared 
$ whiles y I have been cut? She faid, Ma fier^ I i hall tell you 
ly dings that 1 lave heard : your Wife,as iucmas you were gon; 
by the' liight rime ihe let amancome in. Andasfoon asl beared 
that, I told hirri that I would flwiw it to ytu, at you coming 
ho.ra?, yer notwithftanc'ing ihe led him mro your Cnasnlier 9 
i.Sc'JL-i.t with him all nighc: y#u a(k me alto how that I nave 
«i'j;:e ?n yoi.v abfence, 6c I fay to you of a truth, that I never 
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<fimplaine.rh tfin.thefame night there leJiiomuchSnow, Hr.i;, 




forth 

&" "laid to his Wife, I have found yon in a Truth, for 5 ni^hi: 



moreov 
Then 

thou ir?.t-, .. ... r 

the than*:* that I hive for. the meai that I was wont so give rlv.r. 






thou fhak make no more- Idlings, nor difcoru betwixt 1122 a.:i;i 
n.y Wife* and Co tooX the Pye and broke her neck'. 

when as f Wife faw that,ihe, was glad,^c faid,Now have you 
done wcl!,now may we all our days live in relt 6c pciicj. And 
when he had iiain the ~ * * 
houie a ladder, !fc a V< 

h? beheld thar,ne perceived 5' - - - 

loud voice, Wo be to me,y for my Wills words I haw fLin v*y 
Pye,?e: alfo my folace & joy lolt <f which in all things laid :<i 
ir,e truth. Ana as lie had thus done,anon for forrow iv: Lf. hi-. 
merchandife & all his hoiife, Sc went towards J holy I .a 'id. a: 
never turned again towards his Wife. Then J' Mafur ;:iic! ro <f 
En?per§r) Sir, Lave ye underftood what I fau! ? He -i-i-wer* \ 
Ri-ht well. The Mafier ("aid, was not y a falfe !k T eurf.-d V.'i r. , 
f io by her falihood,decei:,&; cunning caufed <r IV- ro ! . *.\i\i\ x 
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would God that Ihid died, when I was tuft brought intothcfe- 
pails. When the £mp(ror heard J vukeictiy tint lh'e inane, he 
rmred iurn the Cbitnunr, OLtumriini-' lier a- mucil as hcuiuld, 
ami deiijantkd thecaufeof her l.imriiraiuii. Wuo("iiid,0 mine 
own Lord, hive you no wonder, ihun^li y I lis in ibis J farrow it 
. agony, for I ira your WiL,3i :;i yow peunpany by yourSanl 
amallian3tii,j.; j'elkw hteli J blu.xly in.irt.si> lii s nirorcem nt 
upumny irn.kr f!eih,ii you have un/milki me ilia: he therefore 
Humid lK?ha»g-<l,yei hejivesh,wher*fbrejhouldI nut beforryr 
The£«i/ijw»nfwerei.!,B: cmi' SLtSi pimfeil,^ 1 Hull do juftice 
upon my Sonwm«mi*: Ui\ v I orb .reliin, veitcrday, was at 
the nioi iHgof one oi" his iU^o-s by an Example. Thsn Aid (he, 
' H*vtyouhirliiL)t.Kl.ii!.ii ; *foruiKV.'uK;> were irfo,yet film! 
"W.wd j c ilwnld 110. let W do juft ice : :V ye iky, fur y Example ot 
one Mttliir, ye tuveletr it, i tear me it Hull happen ti> you, Si 
with y.mr Mtft'Ti, oi uralu time it fortuned unto ihEmBtrir 
■with his ['even Wife Matters. TheEmfrrirlaid, I pray yon tell 
in~y lixample. .ShefaiJ, i'u wiut ui;eiit liiouldliaburin vain? 
Fur ycllerday I'theweilyou aguoO Example cV it availed not i& 
whatfoeverl ilrcw you ibi your liunur &<juei)i,$ y Maflcrsot 

£wr bon nirnup &down(oyourddbiiiSiiui,&: in this prcient 
xample I (hull clearly (htiw unto you. To wliom rhe£m»er»r 
Aid, O my Ufl beloved Lady ,icll me that Example, thai by y 
fume I may me better !.>;w«e ; fin tluiigb through my Clemency, 
3 g<vc one dayes btiieiit of life to tny. Son, I Hull not there-' 
Are give himhn life : fur rait winch i'delvrred, is not there- 
fore forgiven. And Hi? Dud, '.ilailly llull I lheiv ii to yon to 
your proiit, and begin tn t;l! as it hereafter fuHoweih. 
Tlie fourth Extmftt of tin Kmprefs. 

S'J me rim: .there was in rlie City of Rome i even Wife Mtftirt, 
by whumall the Empire wasGoverned and Ruled, & the 
i. ,. prror y then was, did never arjempr any thing without the 
ciHiiiieioi ynuiicr;; ivtitr'-upoii thiy ( perceiving $$Emj>trrr 
Wis Co affected and inclined tutli-m, y without then he would 
iior ordsiiior do any thing) devifedby rhfir an Se cunning, $ 
the Emperor fliouU dearly fee as long is lie was in the Palace, 
riot us K'onasfae was out of rh; I'jla^^helhjuld Itecome blind : 
t.\. y did rhey, lotiie intent y they miglic the more freely have 
■* i.e.lliit; tlirjTii'eivet of all tilings y appertain ro J Emperor: 
}iy the which thy goi Hi won to tliem great profit ii lucre of. 
.^ujJ;: -x jfter they had made and wrou^hi J experiment, they 
lvkiaI ne-' er change it, nOr undo it after urartl, but J' Ewper»r 
alwdeftiJI- lilind many yew* Audtheleven Wift AUftcri made 
& I'lOClauned through out th^ Empire, y if any man Dreamed 
*j-/tvm,fle/famJllcOr«uncorhenn* a Flo rent of Go Id or Silver, 
<Str r/>y ii!i:..'.irs h 'iniJ 5C Jtclire unto Vi\mtV.e \awi^t«n\i«VQt 
• • .:,-..■.: u-hcredu, V l-y orht. -ait )■•/-» "* • ■ '«1 « -..trt 
mkvj w« /((tiitaatc *ic money of ii«vwjl.t,4»,tt\ftfttT»l«« i 
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did. So upon a time when he [kt ai the I able with the ^i'^-j - '., 
he began toiigh& furrow in himfelf: and when J he pt:-..-iv'i-d 
that ,i he inquired diligently of him thecatifcnt ins iieav.mf*. ^ 
dolor. The Emperor laid, Should it no: te heavy &.orrow;ul 
unto me, that 1 lb long have been blind, of cannot ice out-of my 
Palace., ami yet have and rind no remedy ? To w hum ifake the 
Emprefs, & (aid, Lord hear mycuuniel, 6c it lhul never repent 
you, it* you do rhereafcer. In your v'ourc you hav ? fi? v«-n Wife 
Ma(hrs, by whom ye i>tall the Km.ure is governed, if you now 
behold and mark this in ycur mind, yeiluil iimlf rh-y arc f 
caufe of your blindnefs,&>Jifeafe ; 5c "it u beiu,rhey are woi rhy 
to diea mod I name fa 1 death: theieforc ukc hecu ro my counsel 
&C advice : firft, fend for them, 6c (how ro rhmi your difeafe 6c 
infirmity, & threaten them on pain of rbeir iivcs, rha. (bey 
mould find lbme fpeedy remedy touelpyuuof your iicKneic^ 
blind nefs. Thiscounfei pleai'ed rhe Emptvr vveii. And anon he 
fent for the Afafters, &C when they were come, 5 limperor Anon 
ihewedumo them his infirmity 6c blindness, ^ chaiged xUcm 
on pain of aeath, f they Ihould prcftntly Icck tome remedy ro 
eafe him thereof Thenanfwered they, Ye de iir- of us a rhn-gf 
is difficult 6c hard to be done thus Dion lj , hiii i^ive usrei pne tor- 
ten, days, and then we will giveyou your hid anl\vv»r. The 
Emperor was therewithal well contented .V. pieafed: then th* 
feven Wife Mafiers went to counfel, how rh.»y mty reftoivumo 




ftlvesj Without wefindareiwdy, we are all but dead men. .So 

they went from thence thtoughout all 5' Kmpir-e, 6c fought if 

they could find any remedy or counfel therefore. 1 1 ha p pened them 

upon a time going through Jr City, & in y. mi' lit thereof, tkty 

foiuid Children plavingr And after then) came a man with ;i 

Talent or Florent or Gold, and faid to nY-m, Good Attfiers^ this 

night have I Dreamed a Dream, the Imer,reration whereof I 

weuld fain know : wheretbre I pray you ihew me wliat it Jigni- 

fieth, citake thisGold to you. That heard one of 9 Children y 

pla v-d among the other ; who faid unto him, give me the 

Gold, 6c rhen I iha.ll expound the Dream. The man faid, I have 

Dreamed this Night, that in the mid it of my Orchard was a 

great fur ing of Water : whereof came many imaJl fpringsy aJl 

mine Orchard was full, Ac overflown vlr Water: The Child 

faid, take a Spade 6? dig in rhe lame place whereas you thought 

that f Water f prang out, 3c there lhil ye find a Hooruof Gold, 

fo great, that you & all your ChiMren 6c lineage ihall t>e for 

ever Rich. The man did as the Child had ihe wed him, & found 

J Treafure according to his Words. Then wtuv.^ tomh»^C»V>.\\& n 

HimsJtedhuDzpontKl weight of -J GoUtVi^v\vtA>aA^^^^S 

laarprcauion of$Dr&m y buihewa^s«KV\tusu^^^ vv ^ 



\s^:^ 



fail, I am billed Merlin. Then ft id J Mafters^ We fee 
great Wifdom in you,wc (hall iheiv i:-t:o you a (Irangp n 




fo blind y he cannot fee. .Now if ye can find oik <' cpufe 
of, & give prefeat remedy whereby Iil* may be r* fed, :m< 
Lis fight again, ye ilu.i have a gi fat reward and honor 




5 you.J which mall fulfill your delire Touching 5' P 

yonr bliuunefs, & the recovering of your ilght. The i 

laid, Good Mdfitrs^ will you take it upon you, & abide 

by, f the Child ihall ptriorm this attempt? Then all fai 

for we are expert in his Wifdom. The EmPsror turned 1 

towards^ Child & faid, Will you undertake to teHrne y 

of my blindnefs, & the remedy ? The Child aiff wcredc 

my Lord f Emperor^ lead me unto yonr 12ed-chamber,$ 

I ihall {hew you,uhat is to l>edone: & a? he was therein bi 

he faid to his Servant*, Take off the riothesafl the bed an 

apparel, & ye fhaJl fee wonders. And as that was don 

fawa well fmoaking y had feven Springs or Floods, ^ 

when <f EmPtrtr faw he marvelled greatly. The Chilu fi 

fee this Weil, & wout it be quenched, yeflnll never ha\ 

fight. The Emperor faid, How may that We? The Chi] 

But by one way. The Emftror faid. Shew us then the 

& if it be pofllble to me, it ihall be done, that I mayi 

again my fight ,as well without, as within. T* whom < 

faid, My Lord, the feven Springs of this Well are the{< 

Wife Mafters) who hitherto havetraiteroufly governed y 

your Empire, & have made you blind as y«u be woury 

lace,y they your fubjefb by extortion^ might pill & p< 

not feeing it. But now they know not ^remedy, thercn* 

you now my counfel, & this Well Ihall be quenched &( 

itrike off <f fir ft Mafters head,& anon ye (hall fee ? firil 

quench, «fo by order one after another, till $ they ar 

headed, &: anon all J fprings with5r Weil, fhall be van 

jBoneawajr, cVye ihall have again your ii^rvtas you had 

& when this was done & fulfilled, ^ ^We\\ ^ *j fcvta 

tm vsuiitociU And as f Emftror tad fcu fc^u *gu». 



The fiyen Wife Meters. 




thy 

i'aid fh- :i; tl.e ur.i! i.uiiji?r, Your ievea"H'i/* Majfcrs iutfii- 
ti^l to Jo wiiii 3'ou, AVirhthrir toife NarraTion, that your Sou 
nuy reign over your Kmpire, which GoU forbiil. 

The DtcUntUn of the T^xan^U. 




Lis deferrs, ^ are ihamefui, Jeit he luvc a help of his Mafters^ 
6c alter confeqiientty <f S?yen Meters: and To ye ihall govern 
and guide your Em;nre in reft" and peace. The Emftror anone 
camiuanded his Se- ants to lead his Son to the gaHows which 
tkey were loith to do. So was there then a creat Multitude or* 
people gathered with great noife and bewailing, fo that f no.fe 
came to ^ ear of the fourth Mafltr namsd Malquidrat.t, the 




homeaii*l,dumb,&aril»ulcL for he would hath lyen with my 
wife by furce, and therefore all ye forth-with togerher with aim 
ihall be hanged. Then laid the Maficr^my Lord, I have not de- 
ferved Co ill of y ou,God taoweth why your Som fpeaketh nor ? in 
ihort time you lhali perceive other things, but the time is not yet 
come: but in that y*u fay he would have opprelled your wife, $ 
is not truth, nor proved, neither for one fingle perfon ihoui* Ly«"u 
J!Td§e y*ur Son to death: Ifn«wfor the words of your wife you 
jud^e your Son to die, it ihall be worfe-te you, then to a certain 
old nun and his wife, and that I ihall well prove. To whom "Jr 
Emperor faid, I think you do with me^ asfometimesfevenwile 
inen did to an Emperor. Whereunto laid the Mdjltr, the offence 
or trefpafs of one or yet of twenty, may not found t© the xebuxe 
and blame of all other: but one thing of a truth I (hall fhew you 
that evil {hall come to you, if ye thudayput your Son to death 
for the words of y*ur wife, ofthe which I could (hew a notable 
example. Then faid the Emperor^ Will ye recite that rbr my 
learning: The hiafter faid, It ye wttYcaAW^vcv'jWfc ^^\m 
A&ch, then will I rekearf e the exam^lt, ot ttotvou I'te ^jw^« w 

commanded that he ihould be calked j^u-** vwi^- fcto^ ^m 

Akficrio /ayasjlicrcaftex follwttlu 



2l The feyenWife Mdflers. 

The Example of the fourth Atafler, 
'J'Here was an old Knight suida right wife man, $ lived long 
without wife or child, his friends came to him oftentimes 
and counfeJled and exhorted him rhat he mould cake a wife. 

The Knight rhus counfelled and ftirredby his friends Co often- 
times,. at thelaft he agreed to them, and they gave him to wife 
the daughrer of the Proved offl»m*,rhat was rich and of comely 

f race and feature, whbm when he had feen,anone he was made 
lind and taken in her love, and began to love her irarveloufly 
wei], and when they had been married acertainf pace together, 
and had nochild: Upon a time in a morning it happened yft* 
went ro $ Church, where flie met w her mother, who faid, my 
fliughter, howpleafethyou your marriage, and your hufband? 
She faid, Right well, for you have given to mean old lame man 
to my difcontemment in all ref pects,and I would ye had f fame 
time buried me, for I had rather lye and eat wa fwine, than 
with him, and therefore I may no longer tjius endure,but Imuft 
needs love another. Then faid her mother, God forbid *, my 
dear daughter : How long time have I been with your Father, & 
yet never hitherto have i medled with fuch fbolilhnefs? Tne 
daughter faid, It is no marvel, for yow both met in your youth 
together, and the one took folaceofthe other, but 1 canofhim 
receive no manner of corporal pkafure for he is cold, and on J 
Led he lyeth as ftill as a none, or as a thing immovable. The 
mother anfwered, If you love another, tell me what he is? The 
daughter faid, I will love a Frieft. To whom the mother faid, 
It wereberter, andlefs fin for you to love* Knight or a 8quire ? 
ihe faid, Jnihorttime he would be weary of me, and after f he 
would<do me fhame,and fo will not t Prieft,fbr he will hola & 
ieep his own honor & counfel as wejl as mineialfo 1 piritual men 
he more tme to their lovers then fecuhr men be.The mother faid, 
Hear my counfel, &ir will be'for your good. Old folk are wily 
and feJl,tempt yourhu/band fir(t,and if you fcape him without 
doing you harm,or fmiting, then love the Frie/L The daughter 
faid, I may not fo long abide. The mother faid,U pon my blefling 
abide till you have proved. The daughter faid,u pony our blefliug 
I will abide fo long till II . . . . ~ - » 



_. _. o have attempted him, but firftrell me 

how I (hall prove him? The mother faid,He hath in his Orchard 
a tree w he leveth much, caufe it to be fmitteW down while he ii 
outat htinting.& againft hiscominghome make him a fire there- 
with,^ if he rorgive it you, then may you furely love if Prteft, 
•As fhe»heard f counfel of her mother ,£ne wen t home to whom net 
hufbanl fa id, Where have you been fo long? She anfwered,Ihav« 
lxcn at the Church, where I met with my mother, and w her I 
have a little talked & comuned,& fo began properly to diffemble; 
-After mid-dzffKntrkt rod forth to h\mt^»ftft^vYvY\\v%\v^Q 
the Coaafel of her mother, wenttothe. (^^vtow^^A^Yvvh 

<to^wa this you»g tree iwwly ^taiwe^ft»\t»i w^jj* 



r*»fto wa *".n my Lurd wall at hiscoming from hunt ing, for 
s a great %vind and llurp and cold. The Gardinrr laid, M*- 
w,tiut I will not do,for my L§rd loveth ihis tree better than; 
dorh all the other trees,neverthelefs I ihall well help you to 
her wood enough for to make a good tire, but in any cafe this I 
tl not hevvdown.Asiheheird tlut,then boldly fherooX the ax: 
m the Gardiner ,and hewed down the tree her {'elf, and mac:e 
Gardiner with ochers to bear it home. At evening,when her 
rd came from hunt ing,he was very cold,and {he made agreac 
:, and went and met with him, and fet him a ftool before the 
i to warm him,<3c as hea little while had fitten,hepcrceived 
: odor of the fire, & called to him f Gardiner,anduid, I feel 
this odor that the new plant burnetii in jfr fire. The Gardiner 
d, Lord, it istrue,my Lady, your wife hath felled it down, 
e Knight faid unto her, God forbid f my plant ihouldbecuc 
.vn by you. Saeanfwered anon,& faid, Lord, I hare done it, 
j wing the weather cold,& you alio cold, & therefore I have 
lainsd this fire for your comfort. And as the Knight heard f, 
Looked angry upon her & iaid.O curfed woman, How was thou 
obdurate,relemlefs & void of pity ,as to hew down fo gentle % 
jjjg tree, J" which thou knoweft well that I loved it above all 
- other trees? When hehad ro faid,fhe began to weep,& excufe 
felt, and faid^ my Lurd, I have done it for your g»od,& do 
j take itfo gxievouily? and began *o cry, Wo, wo be tome. 
on as the Knight faw the weeping and tears of his wife,& 
ird the raufe, he was moved w pity, & faid unto her,Ceafe 
' your weeping,& beware how $ you do anger roe any more, 
r rouble me in aay thing $ I love. The next day early in jr 
ruing the went again to the Church-yard, and met w her 
ther coming home,&they fainted each other. Then ^daughter 
i to herrtiOtherjO dear mother ,1 will love the 2rieft y for I 
>e attempted my lord as you counlelled me, but all for nought, 
he anon forgave it when he faw me a little weep. Then faid 
mother ,Though old men for one time forgive, they double 
pain another' rime,and therefore I eounfel you, f you yet 
x again at tempt him. Then faid the daughter,! may no longer 
de,ror I fufter £o much pain for the love of the Pr/e/?, that 
my tongue I cannot tell it, therefore- you (hail pardon me, 
rill no more follow nor do after your eounfel: Then faid Jr 
ther,for the lavt that the child fhould have unto ^ mother, 
mpt him yet. once more for your Fathers blefHng.& then if 
i go quietly wout any harm or beating, love fFrieft in the 
ne or God. The* answered the daughter, It is to me great 
11 fo long time to abide, neverthelefs, for the bleiline of my 
her I will once more attempt him,but tell me how I Ihall be- 
} The mother faid,I underftand that he hatKa. U»Vt taK&sL 
e loveth wel/,&keepfth his be4*c*ft ^f Yiojera&NA^^ipax- 
bt kefrrchis xaeeagkiMtths mil tta& to 4tef* "*1***^ 



of God love Uie Pn>y?. Turn the daughter laid, I will ; 
thinfV- do after yourconnfcU for rhere is ho daughter livi: 
riiii Jay tiiar would mors gladly have the bleiling ofrheF 
and mother than I^uid fo fhe b#de her mother rarewell,& 
to her houfe again, and tor day w great importunity and 
Me of her heart, ihe brought to the night; and when ther 
was come, Hit commanded rhebedro I* covered with purpj 
cltuth of gold, whilftthe Kni$l:t fare by the fire: and v/he 
l)t:d was thus mado ready* the iittie hound as he wasutcuffa 
did leap uiwthebed, ana ihe took h-rn by the hinder kqs. 
with a wood and malicious heart, fhe call him agair.ft the- 
that it lay fl ill dead : when the good old Kiiigbt fa w that ,hc 
marvcloufiy angry, and faid w a loud voice to his wife, O 
2i«ofl cruel and fyjfchtfulof all wicked women, how co:;id£t 
iiud in thine heart to kill $ gentile hound £lloveth fo mi 




Knigb 

know you not that I loved much bet ter nsy little hound ri 
bed? When Ihe heard that, anon ihe began piteoufly to we< 
faid, Wo be to me that ever I was born, for all things that 
for the befl, it is ail turned to the worft. The hni*bt a 
the txeaiureof hisgoodnefsand piry would notfufler die w« 
and lamentation of his wife, but for y h* loved her fo wel 
laid unto l;er,Ceafe your weeping,for"t forgive it youahog< 
and I counfel you that you beware how that you difplea 
from henceforth, and fa they went to l>ed together. 
. Upon the morrow fl * role up very ear \y , & went to f Ch 
where £he met w her mother , t o whom when me had clone 
rence as it brhoved,ihe faid,Mother, now will I love the P 
for I have attempted my hufband the fecond time, and aJltl 
he hathfuffered. The mother faid, O my dear daughter, 
is no cruelty or fall htod above the cruelty of old fol k.«, and t 
fore I counfel y*ut,f you yet once mure prove him; to v 
tlie daughter anfwered, Mother, ye lal>our in vain ,for ifj'or 
what and how much pains IfufftrforthePnr/?jlove,yerl 
rather help me, ifyou loved me. The mother faid, He; 
daughter this onetime, & I {hall never let you more, Thin* 
you havefucked milk out ofmy breads, and thegreatpain 
I liave fufferedfor you at your birth, by thefe pains, my 
daughter, Idefire and charge you, that you deny not this 
petitioned I promife you no more,tolet you,nor huider 3 
your intent, but rather to help you therefore. Then anfwer 
daughter,lt is to my great pain to abftain me,&to forbear nr 
fo long from the love of the JPriefh nevertheleis for ^ great c 
thatychzvc h\& to me, & alfo tor $ ye have madea vow no 
toJccmc, tojr to further me, ttUttietawlva^t vxttog 



nail once more give me aavenuire r inematner iaiu, i 
well that on Sunday next coming heintendetht* have us 
inner, and there fhali be your Facbcr and I, and ah your 
;, wall thereftof th^City, and when you are fee in yo>;r 
and all the meats are biougtu and fcrvcdupmi the Table, 
your keys privily $ hang ai yoLir girdle in the cable-cloth T 
len do you feign to have forgotten your knife,&fay theft 
openly j Sec what a fhort wi\ I am of,I hi'.ve forgotten my 
a my clumber: and then rife uphaftily&goand5'^lot;i 
Htlie meats, you mall c*ft down, and overthrow upon f 
i; and if ye etcap without I3ain, I make a vow to Gocl 
inall never let ycu after. The Daughter faid,' that I ihaJl 
• c!o ? and U> took her leave *£ t'eparu'd. The feaft day cairn:, 
la^ihe myther faid was bid. T*tC iervant made ready and 
•d the Table, ail were fee at Table, and the daughter i'A\z 
gainfl her Lord : and- \vh:n tne Table was wc-Hfcrved \v 
and o.hcr things tnereto belonging, theLadyofthehouie 
iritha loisd voice, Seetiowforgstfttl I am, 1 have left m/ 
in my chamber, which I mull fetch, and lb rofeup hafliJ/ 
cw the cloth with all die m?«r upon it with her, and all y 
vefiels and ialts fell upon the ground: the £*£/>* waxed to 
' in heart, but for frame diiiemhled before the guefts, 5c 
landed another clean doth, and oiher meats to be brought, 
/joy and mirth, he fainted hls&utltstocat and make good 
jthat by h ir.i r hey were all made raerry . The feaft or dinner 
they gave ali thank* to theXx/gfet, & took their leave <Ss 
red every man towards his own houle. Upon the next day in 
injthe Ku*bt roi\ early and went to theChr.rch and heard 
£,i.fter which he went to a Barber, and faid unto him; Sir, 
du expert in biood-leting,in what vein y Iwilidefireyou? 
d Sir,! am expert in what vein y you can name in a mans 
, The Knight faid, Ium v/ei! conv.-nr, come with *me: & 
. he was come to his houfe ,he enrre. 1 into his chamber wnere 
ift lay in i*d,and faid unto her ,R ii£ up fhor dy : then faid 
'hat fhallldo up fo early,it is not yet nine of theclock? Th; 
t faid, You nwft rife \\\* for ycu muft be letten blood in 
your arms: flue faid I way never ktten blood,and fnall I nmw 
1 then faid the Knight* That i; truth, and therefore yeare 
I. Remember ye noty firil y shewed down' my Tree, and 
ler time ye ki lied my little Hotmd,Sc yefterdayjrou foamed 
efore all my friends and Parents : and the fourth is, If 
lould lurler you thus to go on, yen fhould for ever confound 
harqe me. The caufe hereof Iconfider, yyou have evil & 
blood within your b«djr, and therefore I will$ ^corrupt 
Ifhallbedrawnout yye from henceforth fhall put me to no 
fhameand angpi, & fo canfed to be, Tta&i^CK.€is& *& 
nod Sscfycd^Sshsld linker bintinowateVw^^aa 
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"br1yL9fd % forgive my irei'paifes, 6c have pity upon R 
time, and I will n-vermor.epiFendyou. The Knight fax 
for no mercy, forth? mercy yGod iuih wruugiir iuw> 
at this prefent, isthis, that except thou holddtout tt 
ftraigl:c, 1 fhaJifoon have rhy heart blood: and hefaid ; 
' Barter ySmite hard,and nuke a deepiioie in her arm, 
ihiiigive yoiia great ftripe: then fmore the Berber* of 




to finite the vein upon the other arm: Then ihecrye^v 
loud voice, my fweet huflund,! pray you have com;>,i ffi 
me, for now I die ; The Knight anfwered, Wifj, yen 
hive thought upon this l*fore»efe you had done to me th 
evil tor ments,or def [rights. Then {he he-Id out her Jeff 
the Birberfmote therein a great h-.rie,y *he blood came t 
ugly, and hefuffered her ro bleed unci 1J the time y the col' 
vifagewas changed,and y fhe founds': Then laid the 
Kow bind her arm, and itanchit,and faidunto her,Mc 
bed and ftudj ,and think henceforth how ye may amend y 
or eif e i ihaJl draw the blood of your heart.* and as t h ir vv 
he gave the Barber his re ward, and then he went again i 
own houfe: and his wife being under the hands of her rra 
dead, was led to tier bed; fhe bade one of her maidens g< 
mother m all hafte, and fay that I deiirt her rocomei 
me before I die: the mother when (he had heard y , was 
the correction of her daughter, and came haftiiy to ner. ' 
daughter heard her Mot her, fhefaid,Omy fweet moth< 
almoftdead, for I have biedfo much blood, that I believe 
not efcape the death. Thenanfwercd the mother^ aid I n 




my huftMiiil. Then laid <j 
to the £rap*ror,Lord,have yeunderfto id me? And he an 
Right well, foramongft all other £ ever I have heard, t 
the beft example. Three evil deeds ine did unto hex hufb: 
I ddubr not,but if fhe had done f fourtluihe would have 
him for ever. Then laid the M*y?er, Therefore ) counfel 
you beware of your wife,left it Happen worfe royou,<v 
xnoft iruni&ftly mthisexample. if you put to dearh you 
Son far hex wvords,you (hall be deceived in the end, SCfbi 
ye (baJI repent it. The EmPernr faid, Truly Maflcr tl 
my Son fhall not die. The lVL*|krfaid, My Lord, ltha; 
that for mine example and my fake this day have fyaxi 
only. Son. 

Tin fifth Com} I air.t oftht Eiiiprefs. 
TVe Emfafs hearing that the child \v*s ^^ ^k*&i 
*J>p*rcllcdhei fdf, andlhccaufe&Yttr YnaasfcL wro 



Jtgranefi^a) though ibr wfajia have §tme home lnt» her own 

'fcpuntrey toher Fnber t fi]rtob«veoomplaiaedsf f great flume 
* t*it°Swudc8Kuatober,aiidy=t could have nn remedy rhtirof. 

. 31ie fervaofs fedn£ that, went Se iheWed to f Empatr y the 
Ej*yr</i wu going into tier Caumrey : when he perceived rliat, 
pit wtjit to her, faying, Whether, are van going f I ho/: J that 
jr. nd. loved me To much, that inall the world you would hive 
'jGkujht no foUccbut with me. To that flte faid, That is irur, 
fitJteefare I go from you, for I had rather bear of your death 
thin to fee you die: without doubt you delight i'o much in hear 

' thett At^tri, -that it ihall happen to you. ai ittlid to 0:h*Un 
,this'$H|ia-M-, the which wai focovetoui that -J noble men of the 
Ernpirt buried him quick, St filled his mouih full of molten 
Gttjd. Ta«E)n^™fUiiu,-QtarWift,donot lb,y- HWtfar rime 
J*e bJiraetoyou and He might b: laid. Thenfaid. theJSi**,-"'//, 

" : imam times Uij: your Sou ilxju.Ji.ir, ml (ret he hvwh? <vk1 

» therrYorefromlieuirtiortr.Iwj. r,:_-.;.ii ;,-veyon. T,:;n fikl 

the E»i/>n-or, Ii licuuMerli not a Kit:}; i-v?r\ caul'e ligh:';- rod,.- 

ruit without great advice , and ciVctiaily uponhisSen, upon 

whom it is not meet Inn upon r'.-iLLei-..N<i::,Roud Connie L aiid 

.■ wivifednefi uniai'sjudet.-viin;, .-i.thvefur'.- '■ fay, and ptav ;<j-i, 

thai you will tell me Ibmewlatby thewhictlI>nuyg9V' :i my 

|i.te, lor it is the fitter dcilruiHoii of a Kiiis, wiehonv advice 

and undifLrcrly to give judgement. She aiUwered sou faid, I 

will gladly ttfl you a notable Example, fo that from liencefarth 

ye will not uecoiwou; or ilsjireous 10 heir the Mtfltrs, and l» 

began to fay inthiiform following. 'i 

The fifth tLxtmfh of tht Empreft. - 

OCta-riaxix the Ewptrjr, reisneJ m KtHh' tight Rich : *nd 
covetous, fil above ajlrL;!,'.;: ]:?;;■. -;! Qokti the Citizens 
•I «oi«f alltbauime did much harm, and raany great outrages 
to other Nat i out, fafonwchrhaeaiveti rittinnafiE Regions -.vere 
' moved and furred "igaiMt ihi R*w :■:■.. f 4m time there wa* 
I Mallet y.TTilius, the * excelled in ri-.\p";i- and Other rciences, 
I tnd other Mujicn: the Citizens pray-d hiiti that' he '-by his arc 
\ & cunnir.g, Mold oevife ban ■\-.\ n b; t vthieh tbeyof their 
eiieniiesmi^hrhavewatiiingiiVndwlJ^ljjfiire-hirut, where* 
by that they might provide lortber.i^ves the better. He made 
by his arc 5t cunning a Tower, 3i above upon the Tower, did 
caufe tobefet as many Images, as in nil tin *0rH were Krgt- 
>> on* &; Provinces: and in the m:dil of the Tower, he let to be 
nude and let in Image which held in his h.mda*appIe,or.i great 
round bill of Gold. And every Image ot'ihe Ttnver he;.': i:' his 
hand a little bfh...v floorl turning an i loo^ingtowardshrso-.vii 
aratiincc to him aiiignedac at-oftenarnnaswj ■^jwfcvoss.'H's*^ 
'lfc«^«WSwin«the : IloM4»ii, CooSwr twcnt&Vvm. vi** 



Home armeu tnemieives, anu to mat yroriiux uaitcu wiir 
k their might, the fame to fubdue: & fox here was no land lb g) 
that could wreak them uptmjhe Humans, $L therefore we re 
dreaded & feared overall the World. AiU> $ Matter fftgi/i 
for theiblacc and comfort of the poor People.a light rhaiah 
burned, and by that light he made two oaths, ihe one of 1 
hot, in the which 5[ poor People might baih& waiaithemfc 
anc) the other cold, in the which they might themfeives re) 
Betwixt that light and rhe Baths, he made an Image ttan 
in whole fore-head was Written, Ke that fmirteth me, fhali 
have vengeance. The Image flood there many years, and at 
there came a Clerk, and he beheld the Image,& read thewr 
and thought in himfelf,what vengeance he might, find then 
I believe better that if any rranirouldfniittth'e, and tha 
falkft therewith to the earth, he ihall find fomc irealiure 
thy feet, and therefore is the writing, that no man fhouid 
it. And the Clerk lift up his hand, ami gav,e the Image a 
ftroak, that it feJl to the ground: And anon the light wai 
and the baths were vanilKed away, and he- found no tre 
The poor folks perceiving that, were all fcfrrowfuJ!,siKllai 
ter curfes and complaints upon him, that for his lingular c 
oufnefshad deftroyed the Image, and had robbed them of fo 
a lblace Sccomforr. Hereafter affembled three Kings, thev 
by the R<*m*ns had been opprefled, and fullered great wr 
and went to take counfel with them oftheirCouniel, how 
might bell be avenged of the Romans : And fome of them 
We do labor in vain, for as Jong as there Itandeth the T 
with the Images, we cannot do any thing again 11 them. 

At theCouniel arofe up four Knights, and laid to the K 
We have thought on a good remedy how ye lhall deftroy -f 1 
with the Images: and that for to do and bring about, we 
our lives fit to pledge if that you will be at the coil. Thei 
the Kings, What coll fhall we be at? They anfwered, We 
have four tuns of Gold. Then laid the Kings, Take the ■ 
and fulfill your promife, and the Knights took the Gold 
went towards Rome, and when that they were comet] 
in the night, without one of the gates, in the ditch fuh of 1 
they drowned one or f tuns with theGoidin it,andanoth 
.ityy drowned by theiecond gate, & the third tun they drc 
by the third gate,& the fourth tun by ^ fourth gate tfcsy drov 
And when they had thus done,early mthemorningthey ej 
into 5" Vizy at an hour convenient, & as <f Emftror weni 
to the Mart, they did him reverence as it behoved : the Er 
feeine them, demanded from whence they Vere, of what i r 
& what fervice they could do? And they anfwered,We areall 
Countries, and footh-fayersfoperfrct, that there is nevera 
fo prJvJJjr'Sefccrcdy hid, but y we lnaWnsid'it <*h\») ova <& 
L Wc fare heard that ye labor aadbavt ^Voluw. mftuta.' 
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therefore wecameunto you, tofcnow if yon had need of our 
. ire. The Emperor faM,l (hill prove you, & if it be fo that 
find you true!, youfhal) have of me great rewards and thanks. 
They £aid. We aflc nothing fbr our labors, but the half deal off 
:4toki which by us fhail be : found. The Emperor faid, I am 
very well content ; and-thurthey had w J Emperor many words. 
At aigjht when. the Empire* was going to bed, they faid to him, 
§"My Cord, if it pleaft you, this night ihajl the eldefl of us fethis 
f Cunning a work) 6l Dream, the third day he fhail fhew you his 
*?< Dream & what it fignifkrh The £mpciwfaid,Go in Gods Name. 
- And tbey went forth with great glaunefs, 5t all this night they 
£ patted over w great joy & mirth, upontrufb they ihould come 
K to a good ■ purpofe. When f third day was come, they went early 
** tfvto the Empire^ the flrft of them (aid, My I lord, pleafe it you 
& to go With ns wout one of the gates of the Citie, oc I JhaJ] ihew 
^ where there is a tun full of Gold hid. The Emperor faid, 1 ihaJI 
£ go with yon, and fee if it be true that you fay. And when they 
were come to the place the v drew out y Bin that they before there 
' had put. The Emperor when hefaw that, was glad, and gave. 
" them their part. Then faid the fecond Dreamer, My Lord, this 
• night fhall I Dram. Then the, Emperor faid, God give you a 
'' good Dream. The next night came,& he took out -f otiier tun, & 

Sve it to the Emperor ^ c* took alio his (hare. In 1 iKe manner did 
e third, H the fourth : upon the which Jr Emperor was out of all 
meafure joyous otajfed, 5c faid, He had not feen heretofore iuch 
rnieand expert footM»yers,and dreamers, as they were. Then 
Aid they altogether at once, as it had been out of one mouth : My 
-Lordjwe have one after another Dreamed die which as ye havs 
feen, they he all proved : but now if it pleafe you, that we may 
Dream altogether this night,we truft f to us fhail be fhewed where 
we {haJUtnda great quantitie & fubftance of Gold 6c of Riches. 
' The Eiftpertr j^ud, God give you a good dream, which to me and 
fo yoOTDwheptonCAble. On the next morrow they came again 
onto tifrXmperoT) andiafd unto him with countenances ftiJl of 
joy and ghdnefs, My Lord, we bring good 6C profitable ty dings, 
for this night in our, fieeps, fuch 5c fo great a treafure is to us fhc w- 
ed, f whscaif yon will fufer it to be Toughr, you fhail be fo much 
enriched Ijfcit in this World fhail be none like unto you. The Em- 
-/mr (aid, Where fhould we find treafure ? They faid, Under rhC 
ibnadatioJi of the Tower that the Images ftand upon. TheEm- 
\ feror anfwered, God defend, that I fhould for love oi Gold deft roy 
!' the .Tower, with the Images, wherewith we from our Enemies 
he defended & warned. They faid to him again, My Lord, hav4 
yon found us in onr fayings otherwife than true and righttuil £ 
The EmferorSzMi) Nay ; Oh Lord, laid they, We with our owri , 
hands fnall give put the Gold wimoutYraxtv^%i^'l , a^«^ ^ 
Images.' And it is expedient, that fccm\y Ssitaa «*&*■ Vl wv 
Ae*o% idrtfr«id crfrefonand4C» 

C * • - ■ ■ 
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it fllould mn inthenoiitii: cbpjorsot them, and alfo that t) 
fltouldnortake that good Goktjtway from you & tls. The E 
p,er*r faid, Go imhe NamcofGod, Ot do yiiiu belt as you,w 
Or can, and I lhallto mbrrow early come- to you. Then V 
they with joy St gladnefi, and in the night they were Jet-u 
the Tower, St then with great hafte and diligence they unci 
minded it, & on I he next tlay very early in the rooming,' tl 
mounted upon their Horfcs, and rqd again towards their 01 
Couhtrey with great fjyantl glory. And ere they came withi 
the fight of Sanu, J Tower fill down Oil the morning en fiii: 
When i: wift fallen, oithe Sena tors it perceived, theyfprro 
ed greatly, and there was a great bewailing through cut all 1 
City, and they went unto the Ewpnw, andlaid, Lord, how re 
it bey this Tower is this fallen, by the whinh-we have alwi 
had warning aforcofQur Enemies : Heaofwered sjicl laid, ' 
me came four falfe deceivers, & feigned thenofel ves to be foo 
fayers, Scthat they coul.l find treafurein the ground; and tf 
faid, That under Enefouiidationof J Tower was hidden an j 
numerable Aim of Gold, y which they Aoukl undermine vti 
hurting of the Tower of Images, Si I gave tiith 10 them, a 
they have deceived me. They anfwered him, Tfe havecoveretl 
much Gold, that for youruniatiate covetoufnefswe. mail all 
deflroycil : but firft your covetoufnefs mall Tall upon your ic 
they t uok and led him to the Capitol, & laid him on his, bat 
and pouted his mouth full of molten Gold, faying to him. Y 
Eavedefired Gold, g£ therefore ye Hull drink Gold; Wii 
they buried him -quick. Not long, after that, came the Entn 
againfl the KaRW j, and Overcame and deftrayed them/all. Tb 
laid the Emprtfs unto : the Kmpertr, Have ye my .Lord, tl 
Example well uaderftood ; Andhc faid, Right well. Then.fa 
flie, The Tower with Images, is your Body with five Wn 
As long as you do.live, there isnonefohardieto trouble or ma 
War upon you, nor upon yottr People: that hath your Son rig 
well underftood with the feven Miifferi, and with their fa 
Jiarrations of tWes,feek how they nuy Jeftroy yon, for you a 
ever much covetous to hear aii,1endLiieio their,, infomuch tt 
ihey Ihail undermine yqii,atii; cifl you under iaot, Si bring v< 
ro nought. The Images arp your five Wits, that be all Jo 
And fitr.fmiich as you l>e fo Childilh and Foolilh, they (li 
deltroy and flay you, and your Son lhall obtain your Empi; 
The Emp»rflT faid,Ye have recited to me a good Exam pie, wlia 
fore it msUtwt happen- to. m» as it did with j To wet, but my Si 
rirft this day Ihait tafte the liiri'r^mi nfdeath. "fo whom t 
BtBfirejs faid,Ifjedofo,yeiri5il l-Hrcd wei),and J ive long, Up< 
# fame dty /jeconMnanded h im to lie ltd ra hang.ng:ds as he w 
*cd towards the gpikw*-, cam: riduiga^mftVimv^onvitW 
<™ fifth Mifierj towards j Palace, & came \v:fai? 0.: t.«v 
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>"■■« put him in fear ofhislife. AndtheAia/kt faidunto the E/»- 
j. *iftr{ My Lord, I have not deftrved for© die, and for to d?fpifc 
t iny iatatarit)n, it is not for your honor: forwuc Son hath not 
Wkhru been of fucn condition, as ye repute him, as ye in ihort 
tfcbie (hall find : and $ he fpeakcrh not, it is of his great Wifdom : 
* atadlfao wye, that he {hall well fpeakashistimecomethjthougli 
that he now f^eaketh not* as you in ihort timcihail hear. But 
tbrafrnuch as that he would have fltamed your Wife, thar believe 
not, for fo wife a man* ai he is, would never attempt foihameful 
, a deed : and if ye put him to death for your Wifcs words, ye fhail 
not efcape without ihajme & vengeance, like as Ippvcras leaped 
not without vengeante for the death of Galientu hisCouim. The 
EmPerorfM, That would I fain hear and underftand. Then 
tuidf M*tfer, What would it avail me to tell you thisNarration 
for your profit, ifin the mean feafon your Son Hull die: Where- 
fore if you will call again .your Sony it fhall be difcovered at j'our 
m pleafure, and after do ye as ye think beft. The Emperor bade 
call again his Son, and fet him in prifon, and then b:gan the 
Msfbet to tell on this manner ,as hereafter folio weth. . 

The VxqnfU of r7ie fifth Mafter. 
OOmetimes there was a Famous Phyfkian named Ippocraty 
£f rightcunrUng, the which excelled all other in learning and 
icience : he, had with him his Nephew, or Kinfman, $ vvkscailed 
Galienmnike which he loved fo much. This Qalientt* was of 
ah excellent Wit, and applyedall his mind and Wit to learn of 
his Uncle the .Science of Ph Wick. When Ipfocra* perceived 
that* inaTmncti as he could, he hid from him his cunning tearing 
tnat he ihouldelcel him in that knowledge, for the great wit that 
he was of. As Galtintp fW this, he ftudyed and exerrifed info* 
tnudi thafr ih Ihort time he had peirfecl: cunning in Phy lick, foi f 
which Ipfnras envied him much. It; happened upon a time 
thereafter that the King of Hungary fen t his Meffenger unto 
™>o&atj that he fhoufd come imtte him for to aire his Sow. 
jocrii excufed himfelf, and would not go, but fenthisOouiin 
rdfienmt w4m hb Lerrers of excufe for his not com ing. And when 
Gktieiim Wis come before the King, he was right worihipfuily 
rece i ved, yd they marvelled why that Ippocras would not come. 
He excufed him, faying, That he had' many great things to do : 
and he might not come, but he hathfetitme inhisftead,& with 
«he help of Gox^IihaJImakewholemeChild: that pleafedvery 
witt tfce King. GrfteMA went to the Child, and when he had 
feen his Urine, and touched his pulfes, he faid to the Queen, O 
excellent jPhkcwj, t pray yon near, and fuftrr my words, and 
fcett me who is the Father of this Child? She faid, Who ihould 
|e his Father, but my Lord > \lfcifc K\xi^ Gabon* *£\^x -»*w 
' /fart Ae is not the Father. Sbft at\£ww&.> \S ****** *©x Ss* 
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i fay one? again, that this King is not the father, and! a 
therefore come hither to lofe my head, for I have not deferv 
fuch reward, and fo was going his way. The Queen ft) 
good Matter Galknus^ if yewul keep it fecret,and notdi 
me, 1 ihali ihew and open unto you my hearjt. The Maifc 
God defend that from me, that I to any pen on iliould lh 
and therefore, O noble Queen j lliewit boldly to me, for i 
never pafs my mouth, and afterwards Ithalleaieandrnal 
Son whole. She fai4. If ye do that, ye (hall have a good i 
- of me, and hear therefore what I ihallfay. By fortune ] 
hither unto my Lord the King of Burgundy, and he was i 
converfant with- me, that this Child "by Kim I bart. Th 
the Matter, fear ye not, I knew that it was fo before. 
anon he gave the Child medicines & compounded things w 
to eat and drink, and the Child was eafed of his infirmity, 
when as the King heard, that the Child was cured and rec 
of his ficknefs, he gave unto the Matter a good reward, but 
Queen he fecretly received a great gift, and fyecial thank 
fo went his way. And when that he was come home*/ 
his Matter demanded of him, faying, Have ye beheld rhe( 
And he faid, Yea. .Then a(ked he him what he gave him, 
compounded, or uncompounded things ? Then faid Jp 
That Woman of the Child is not true to/her Hufband. '. 
truth* faid. Gulitnus. Then Ippocraa was moved wirhenv 
thought an himfelf, if there be not found a remedy, my Si 
ihaiihis no more be fet by, but he mail be named & praifed 
me. And from that day forward he bethougjit him, & a 
how he might flay him. Uppn a day Ippocras called hin 
faid, Come, go with me to feek and gather herbs in the § 
To whom ne faid/ Matter, I am ready : and when thej 
come into the garden, Jppocras faid, I feci that this herb i 
vertuous, ftoop down, and gather me of it. And Galfen 
fo :•' and as they went about the garden, faid Ippocras, 1 
well perceive the odor of this herb, that it is better anc 
precious then Gold, and therefore ftoop down to the groun 
draw him out w f root, for it is much worth. Galitnus 
down himfelf to puJl out the Herb, and Ippocrgs drew o 
Knife and 'killed.him. Afrer that, Ippoiru fell fick to the 
that the ftrength of his body failed nim, and dklas mucl 
could to help himfelf, but that could not be : and as the Sc 
and Difciples heard of it, tjiey went nattily unto him,& 
that they might or could do for the profit of his .health, 
availed them nothing. 

When Ippocrm this perceived, he faid unto the Scholar 

fetch me a great tun and rill it full to the bryn with \yafei 

when they had To done, he faid unto them, Make the* 

hundred boles, and when that was auTo (tonft^tacrc ^ i 

m tvata; out. Then faid J^wwi^fidwU «^ W^ 



.» 



' tuples, how that the veageance of God is Men upon rW, as you 
fc Wjr openly fee, fbt'in tbii tun wean hundred liolu, and yet 
g'jeiti not 1 hereon t any dio^i : Ri^lit lb (here cametfc 110 venue 
out of the H;tus in hep 111- : and therefore what vou do unto 
mi hel|icth uotjfur I moil die. Hut my dear Children, if my 
N^'hew Gatieniu .were now alive, he could heal me, whom I 
have flam, and ttv<i grieve th m: lore, & therefore the vengeance 
of God curncth ujun mt; And this fa id, he mrnrd hirn to the 
Wall, ami gave up the Ghoit. Thrnfaidthe Mafterui 



Enptrot, My Lord, un.WftaiiJ ye. well what lhavefaid 
anlweitd. Yea, rigl ....— l..> :. ■ — ... 1. 

GtlitnHi Oad lived! 



aplweitd, Yea, right well : what hurt ha4 it been to him if 
tlitnns hiil lived? 1 

The Matter anfwered. It Ind b*rr right good forlf^craj at 
at time, hail tit not dyed, :.i- 1 -.here/ore by right wili Judge- 
ment ot God, his Medicine aviiledhim not, and there tore I 
fiwwedro yon ihat ltiiuil hapi'Mi worfeto you, iFthat you 
'put 10 death your Son for rh: wufdsof your Wife, whom time 
of neci-fluy thai) a.'Iiii ml ■."newir yo<j. And coniidtr ye not, 
that ye have after the firil Wile Wedded this Wife that ye now 
have, Si lb ye may ih; third A: 'ourth, and nerer liiali ye have 
'of any of them (tabs Son. thai dull, keep and.faveyou from 
peril.' The Emfmr faiJ, 1 ;i!y he ihall rmdie.. 

Then faid the Matter, Then du ye that which both become* 
theWifdom of your Years, and the Rnjilcy of your Perlbns 
and Icommendyou to God, and 1 thank you that you have this 
day for me 1 pared your Sou, the Emftrar faid, I mirk rh is 
well, that Women, are crafty and fubtil, therefore 1 wijl not 
for you, bur for my felf lave him. 

' i_ It* firth ComfUint tf the Ernprefs. 

1 Jt/"Hen as the £n*rf/i tiad knowledge thereof, file Aw wed 

- VV " n-r" r,lf !",. 1 N W w ;i l md impatient a body, that all that 

f.iw tier or heard her, wundred, and faid to the Emftror, Your 

Wife ihe pinech away her felf, although fhewotild ihonlydie. 

The Emperor hearing thereof, went to tier and faid, Wherefore 

(good Latly 1 be ye fo impatient} fl»eanfwered,faying,OL<jr(], 

how- mould [hold ir in, when lata theonlyDauahtei;BfaKirig 

and your Wife, and in your company I havehada great defpite , 

'•■ tifii 1 Ihaine. and rout innaiiv you have proiruTed rnetopunifhhirn« 

I TjTyeryau perform it no:. The Empn-orfaid, I wotnatwhat 

t Iflialldo: ye Lljoiirfroii.ii.iy today to have my Son put to death, 

t .and the Malfars labor to five hii life: and amongft all ttiefe, I 

fc^know well tiiattieismy Sj,t,but ivherethetru»his,thiitIkuow 

OTtiat. Then faid iiie, This ii the rnufe whereof I complain that 

|t J" believe the Maft>rs more then ye dome, and therefore it iu*il 

■ Juj (1:11 to yun, as it did to * King with M»W«iwt 

S Then 8$ Ae Em/xrw, Veil me *« tlMM^^*^**™ 

ienrny move ice the iwtiti W^aiy5t*^» fc«P? <^£ 
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Gladly, but I pray you give attention to what 1 fhail fay, and 
be gsji to tell, as hereafter enfueth. 

TIk fifth ExnmfU 6f the Emprefs. 

Tiiere was a King molt proud and 'ierormed in his Vifage, 
i:i fuch wife, that ail Women hated liim. This King 
thjughr to deftroy all Rtmepnd to take and carry away the 
li<xiies of Peter, and P*w/r Who while he was in this mind, 
cajkd to him his Steward rhatwas right fecret with him of his 
Privy Counfel, and faid to him, Go and feek a Fair- Woman, 
that ihis night may fleep with me. The Steward anfwered, My 
Lord, ye know weJi your infirmity, and difeafe, and thar no 
Woman, wiJl do Evil without a great Sum of Money. The 
King uid, think jrou that for my Money I will' wttht. one? 
Have 1 not G«ld and Silver enough ? though it were a thodfand 
Florents, I would it gladly give. The Steward hearing that, 
was anone fmitten with Covetoufnefs, and went tb his own 
Wiie, wnich was right Fair and Chafte, and of good kindrW, 
and laid to her, O my good Wife, my Lord deiireth & coveted 
for to ftap with a fair and Beautiful-Woman, and will not for- 
bear it, though that ihe would afle of him a rhoufand Florenrs, 
and iiarh commanded me to provide him one. And therefore I 
couafel you, that ye to us get that Money. The Wife* faid, 
Were it Co $ the King were not fo proud & fo full of Vifage, 
yet would 1 not to that Evil confent, for the fin againft GoJ. 
The Steward faid, I counfel & command you, and promjfe y« 
that without you ctnlent to me herein, you inall never hereafter 
have good day with me : fhe hearing that, trembled, in fomoch 
that for fear ihe contented unto him. 

The Steward then went to the King, and faid, Sir, I have 
ibund out a Fair- Woman, and fhe is come of a very good Houft, 
which wiJi not lefs have then athoufand Florents: And m Ac 
evening ihefhall come, and early in the Morning fhe muftaway, 
that ihe be not feen of the Peoule. The King anfwered & faid, 
I am welJ contented. When the night was come, the Steward 
led his Wife to the Kin$ 7 s bed, and made faft the doer, andfo 
went his way :eai ly in me Morning the Steward arofe, & went 
to the King, and faid, My Lord, it will be day within awhile, . 
it is goo 1 that you perform your promife, and let ttie Wonaft 
go : The King faid, This \Vbn»n pleafeth me fo well, that fh 
i oon ihe fha.ll not depart from me. When he heard that, he 
departed thence all fory, and tarried but a while: and came to 
the King again, and iaid, My Lord, the Morning is come': 
therefore let the Woman go as f hav« promifed her, left ihe bp 
aihamed. The King faid, Yet f hajl ihe not go from me, & there- 
fore go outand ihut the door again. The Steward right forrow- 
fu)) departed ; and went ud and down with an hravy and angry 
hearty till thu file fair ani clear day-^^ieaxtA^i^AXiftSiVfe^a* 

SmlugHin mo tin Chamber^ au&fev^ l*J W^VvOogj 
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&y, fuiFer the wonun to depart, $ihe be not therewith alhamc J. 
The King anl'wered, I fay 10 you of atrurh. ihe ihull not yec 
depart, for her company is to me right pleaiingand accep cable. 
The Iteward hearing that, could no longer forbear to hold his 
own counfel, but faid tc the Xing, O my good and gracious Lord, 
I l>efeech you fuffer her to deparr, for ic is mine own wife. The 
King hearing that, faid to him, Open the window: and when ic 
was open, the fair and bright day appeared, and he beheld the 
woman right fair and goodly, and perceived that it was the wife 
•f the fteward,andfaidtQhim,uft, thou ftaint« man-hood , and 
ihameto thy creation: why haft thou foi fo little money, fhanaed 
and undone thy fair and good wife, and hall delivered her unto 
me unfitting? Therefore hafte thee, and get thee gone out of my 
Realm, and never more hereafter come in my. light : for frtun 
henceforth if ever I may fee thee, thou {halt die the moft i hamefiil 
and horrible death that can be imagined. When the Iteward 
heard that, he fled his way, and durft not abide, and was never 
!• hardy any more to come into the Realm: And the King kept 
that wife ail his life-time in great honor, and gave to her plenty 
Of ajl things that to her behoved and appertained. 

After that, the King caufed to be gathered and aflembled a 
great and mighty Army of puhTant men of war^md fe he went 
to the City of R*me with great might, and beiieged the C ity on 
all lides, fo long, until the Romans would have delivered to him 
( for to have departed and withdrawn himt elf from thence) the 
bodies Of the holy Apoftles,Pirfer and Paul. 

Then there was in the City feven Wife Mafters as ye have 
nnwjby the'counfelof whom all the City was guided & governed 
And the Citizens came' to them and faid,Whac ihall we now do? 
it behove thus, that we give unto our deadly enemies the bodies of 
the holy Ai)fcft!es ? or tlfe the City. Then anfwered the rirft 
W*^fcr, I mall with my wifdom and cunning this day lave this 
^City* and the bodies of the Apoltles. And fo every one of them for 
one day promifed to do the like, in like manner as your Matters 

uT«uiJt 

and 

hylcft 

liis aiTiult ? and withdrew himfelf a little from the **C ity, and fo 
'did all the Mafters do one after another, till the laft. Unto whom 
came the Burgcues of the City, and faidj O Mafters, ye Hull 
iinderftand, that the King hath made his oath and fworn, that 
to morrow with all his puuTance& ftrength,he will have and 
win the City, orelft we mull be all in jeopardy to lofe our lives: 
therefore in acquitting your promife, defend and keep us fr«m 
danger, like as your fellows before you had done. Then anfwered 
the Mafter* and faid, Be of good comfort *x\& feix ws>v. ^x \s* 
morrow t mill by my cunning,(hew CucYia* N^wi^^^^ 
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leave fflfc ^lege. The next day the King made arid gave a great 
aflaujjlnntoriie^City: then* went the Mafter & cloathedhimfelf 
in.i iftrvd'ous ftrange vefture, having therein the feathers or 
tails ofpeacoksand of other fowls ©fdiverfe •olors, and took two 
bright! words, in each hand one, and went therewith, aad flood 
upon the highefttowerofallthe City, and began ro to move and | 
turn, and ihew himfelf about on ail parts towards the hpft, fo 
that they mightali behold and fee him: and he held in his mouth 




I fee it right weJJ : it is marvellous, but what it is, I know not. 
They fay, Ic is the God of Ctoiftian folk, that is come out of 
heaven to Hay and deftroy us with his two f words, if we any 
longer abide. The King hearing that, trembled for fear, and 
faid, W:>at fhall I do? there is but one way, and that is,that we 
anon go and depart from hence, left that their God avenge him- 
felf on us. Then !>egan the King, with all his hoft, to'fly : 
Notwithtianding mere was no need, but that they ofthe Mafier 
were#bcguiled & deceived: And when theRomdns faw that they 
haftily purfued after, armed in good ordinance, and the King, 
with many of his people, they killed and deftroyed, and in that 
manner by great fu utility ofthe Mafier /, was the mighty King 
with his army fubdued. Then faid the Emprefr to die Emperor, ■ 
Lord, ye have underftood what I have faid; He faid, Yea, very 
well with good attention. She faid, Now ye have heard what I 
have faid unto you, at the beginning of this narration ofthe 
iteward,that the-King tmftedfo much, which for covetonfnefsof 
gold ihamedhisown wife,and hejfor that was driven and hanifhed 
•ut ofthe Land. In like manner, your Son, for the defire and 
appetit that he had to the Emp>ire 7 intendeth to confound and 
deftroy you, but whiles you be in your might and power, do tfr 
him as the King did withjthe fteward: if you will not put him to 
death ,then put him out of your empire, y you may without fear 
live in iafeguard of your life. And have you not alfo heard how 
the King lay before the City of Rome: and how he was by the 
wife Mafier s deceived andfeorned, and that he with his followers 
were killed andflain : In the fame manner the feven wife Mafier s 
intend t« dea With you, and with crafty wiles and fubtilties, to 
deceive you,arilin the end, traiterouily to Murther you, that £b 
your Son might reign and be whole Governour of your empire. 
whereupon anfwered theEwtfwr, and faid, That ^hal notbelTo, 
for to morrow my Son {hall die. Then he commanded his fervants 
that forthwith they fhould lead his Son to execution. Wheri the 
yeople had heard thefe ty dings, they gathered themfel ves together 
in great troups, much lamenting and bewailing for the death of 
the Emf>er$rh Son. And fo foonas t\\t fmh Mafftr toad heard 
thereof, he hxftcd himXQ the En^em^Cwxt^ij^^i^Vam 



yr'wh great reverence: but he tooK *U thu igs very d ifdainfhljy , & 
threarned him that he ihouid be put to death with his Son, for 




not dumb, as you ihall hear within three dayes, and if he may 
live fo long,but if you put him to death for J words of your vt- if?,, 
f . then ihall I marvel at your wifdom; and witheur doubr it ihall ' 
". happen to you, as fometimes it happened 50 a Knight rh:it Co 
much allowed the faying of his wife, that he was bound ro an horfe ' 
rail, and drawn throughout all the City t© the gallows. The 
Emperor faid, for the love of God ihew me that example, thy I 
may the better beware or that peril. That 1 will r-orclo, faiJ 
the Mjtfier^ without you do call again your Son. Then he 
commanded to call back his Son : and the Mafter bega 1 as fol- 
loweth. n- 

• ^ The example eftltefixtbMdftcr. 

SOmetime there was an Emfertr of Rome which had three 
Knights whom helovedabove all others. In the fame Cit y 
tfjerc was an ancient knight that wedded a fair young wife,whicn 
above all other things he loved, as vou do the Emprcfs ; The 
Lady could ling right well and rnelodfoufly,and with fuch fweet- 
nefs that many drew t» her houfe, and dehred her company. Ic 
befel on a feafonas fhefate in her houfe her vifage turneuinto 
the ftreet, that ihe might fee them that walk by, and began fweer- 
ly to ling, that all folk delighted to hear her. Ey chance came 
tnat wty a knight of the Emperors Court, that heard her voice, 
and beholding her with a willing mind, and attentive ear, he 
was, exceedingly taken inner love: and then entring into her 
* houfe, fell into communication and talk with her greatly, but 
chiefly of love: & amongft all other talk he demanded of her what 
he Iheuld give unto her to fleep by her fide one night: Sheanf- 
wered him, t)ne hundred Florents. Then faid the Knight, Tell 
me when I ihall come and I lball give you an hundred Florents. 
Sir Knighr. quoth lhe, when I have convenient time I faallfend 
for you. Tne next day lhe fnng again in the fkme place, nnd it 
fortuned the fecond Knight of the Emperors Cmirt to come by 
that fame way, the which likewife was fmitterain her love: ik 
lie alfo promued her an hundred Florents: To whom alfo fhe pro- 
xnifed to (hew him a time provided. The third'day alfo there 
came to her a Knight, and he in like manner was taken in her 
love: To him likewlle flie confented, and he promifed her an 
hundred Florents, if that fhe would give him knowledge of 
the time, which lhe alfo promifed. Thefe three Knights having 
fo fecretly fpoken with the Lady, that none of them had any 
knowledge of anothers coming umo\\«. 'fitaNi ^fc^-a^j ^s^ 
pas thus jwlicious and dectuftiU csnv& \&Vx \k&*«A% ^ 
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(aid, S:r, I haveafecret matter t# litwimro yutt, wherein il 
willftiJiiiwniyc-iiiiiii!. oji-ji-Cifiiry and poverty you may fc 
ly relieve. Then the Knk>:n reply.:d. TeJi it me, and I 
keel) ir as fecret as my JLf.'.-,arid lliiJiii i'. toihe uti;nnoft ol 
power. She Mfwered ahg fild. Three Knighis of the Em;, 
Court have been with me of late, andaflOibbr, in nich wiie, 
not on; ofthernknoweih r>f a.ii&tl.ers co'iui'd, aixl each Kn 
harh offered roe an hundred Florents.^Jfttghc we rlir<:e hun 
Florents get, and lib man hive knuwl%e'' thereof, ihould it 
be ton; great hriflj and our poverty be well relieved? "1 
laid r:i:-Kiii*;[];.K'JriV:;v! ; ; ■;.." in...: :'■•:'« v'j,-; »-:u:f, l ;'.':ry'j'i ! 
cotuifelmetodo, I (hall u.oft ivUUiigty perferrt: ihenftid 
TJmsdoIgiveyoncj'.:rii*l,-iha; when rhnie Knights IhiU o 
with their Florents, yon ihalUUhd uehtncHhe fate, wiflij 
Avord drawn in your hand, i:-.i as they come (being (hat I 
comeone aftera;-,oili;r )yti:i 'liahfhy thrm,and lb we thill 1 
thofe three hundred Flo :?'.:'.-:■ thai they brine, without any n 
knowledge thereof, Tlie Knghr anfwercd O my beil twit 
wife, I ftanluiri'.ii'ev-ieaiiiiucLiehulj and then we mould* 
f>re i iifter darti, ifthai it were knoivn. S:ie aniwered ai " ' 



Wh'.nth: Knight law that Ihe 
•anted him to lie the more hold: then fne feat for the firft _.. 
and he cume to her anonewi: Until anyiari-ylii^tothe gate, 
knocked, and the ifcedifhe ind Lrwit;'tc the hundred Flon 
He aniwered and raid, Vea,] h-v brought them with ax. 
Ihe led him in, aild he had no fowler enired, hut her hm 
Jnnrtfcred him. I™meclia:!y altercame the Second Knight, 
In like manner wa':fUin. And not loilg after thai came the 
Knight, whom he'al fo flew: and having h'niihed thebaic! 
rhey conveyed their n in r,;!-:^.! bodies into a U'cret chamber 1 
that piirpble. When they had thus done, the Kai^ht laid tin 
Lady, t> dear wife, if i.-u; tliei'e -.lead bodies fliould be* 
With us,we ihall die the mod ftumeful ceatkthat can be i 

■ ]ned; for it is hot pofliole but thai thefe three Knights wi 
J «ntiTed in the Emperor i Court, and ereat fearch snditiquii 
.JviJl be made tor ihemthrw ^:v>ui aii thisCtry, where the 
Become. She anl'wered, and laid, Sir, I have now thjs ^ 
tjegun, and will therefore make a good end, fear it not ■ 
have laid before. This Lady had a brother, the which had 
whoh government of the w.-iUh of theCity, that on the hi| 
watched in the firteis with hiiiellovvs: flieftoodat her gate,' 
called unco her brother, and faid unfo him, O iny bed beffl 
lirorhrr, I have a fecret matt-r the which I would rnaxe kna 
tJiiioyou, ami therefore comfe in wM\ me, kivM-^UI «tai 
tuiroyaa. Am\ wbefuttatke waseritKimtotfee\\«oSt, «*\ 

j&vt'etl him friendly, and gave him vnftt w i***"^ *&? 

™f beloved ia-dtlitf, This isihtcMi&ijHS-'V^aStctto 



l nave mucn neca or your coumei. i ne urotner anrworea,aua 
J, Speak it boldly unto me, and whatforverl niay do^to my 
,ver ? that ihall beat your defire without letting. Then laid /he 
o him. Yefterday camea Knight in good friendihip, butafrer- 
rds he fell into luoh words and variance with my Huiband, 
r he flew h inland he lyeth here in my chamber; .Now my 
r brother, we nav* no man that we may put truft in but only 
i, and if this dead body be found in our houfe, we (hall be put 
leatii. Now ihe made mention bat oftne. Her brother (aid 
o her^ Deliver him unto me in a fack. and I IhaJl bear him 
he fea. She hearing that, was lull glad dicreof, and delivered 
o him the body of the rirft Knight : he took it and went- with- 
a good fpace,ci caft him therein. And as foon as this was done, 
jame again ujico his filler, andiaid unto her. Give me now 
he beft wine for you are of him quit. And Ihe gave him thanks, 
went unto nor chamber, as though (he had gone for wine, 
began 10 cry out with a loud voice, The Knight that was 
; into the fea, is cume again. As her brother heard that, l.e 
ndxedfore, and faid, Give me him, I (hall fee ifhe will rile 
in, and took the body of the fecond Knight, (fuppoilng that 
ad been the body of the firft Knight) and went to the fea, aiid 
h a great ftone he drowned him therein. That done, hewene 
in to his fitters' houfe, and faid, Now fUlme up a cup of good 
;ie:for I have drowned himfo deep,tluthe (hall never come 
in. Then faid (he, thanks be to Go J, and went again to her 
mber. and feigned her to fetch Wine, and cried with a loud 
ce, Alace, wo lie to me, he is rifen again, and come out of 
Tea. And as her brother heard that, with a great marvel faid, 
at devil is this Knight that I have caft into the water, and 
notwithftanding he is come again? Deliver him me the third 
?* and I fhall fee ifhe will come again. Thenftie give to him 
tftirdKnight which he did before believe had been the firft, and 
u without the City to a great For reft, and made a great fire 
:aft the Knight therein : and when he was almoft burnt, the 
ther went thence a little d iftance to do his need. Then came 
re a Knight that was to ride to the City, wherein themorn- 
tftey flioiUd have a Tourney and Tutting: and it was cold 
ither and dark, and he was not far fiom the City; and when 
ud light of the tire, he drew thereto, and lighted from his horfe 
warmed him. The watchman came and faid tp him, What 
thou? The Knight faid, I am a gentle Knight. Then fpake 
watchman and (aid, Thou art no Knighr, but a devil, fori 
: caft thee into the water, the fecond time^vifha great ftone I 
wned thee, and the third time I have put thee in this fire- 
xjiing thou hadftheen burnt, and yet thou ftiudeft here: and 
i he teokthe Knight with his horle and caft them bothinto ^ 
. After tlrkt he went again unto ku fifttt ^ *.v& v^Ans^^sA 
*nc4 to iim^and fifil. Now tal^'wio? wV^.^PS*-*^ 
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a horfe, add 1 have cafl them both into the fire: and] 
fitter perceived well that he had burnt a Knight of the 
who anon brought him of the'wihe abundantly, and a 
well druhken, he went thence. Not long time after j 
great debate and contention betwixt the Knigfct and hi 
Fuch wire, that he fmote her, fo that (he bftcindignatii 
and waxed angry,, and faid, that many might Jhear, < 
wilt thou kill me as tflou nail done the three Knighrs 
perors ? Certain men hearing that, laid hands oh 
brought them before tfee Emperor, and the woman cor 
hufband had flain three Knights of the Emptrcts,* 
Irora them three hundred Florents. Arid it was th 
\ l\)th were drawn at a Horfe-tail, and hanged 
ows. Then faid the Mafter unto the Emperor, hai 
erftood wliat I have faid ? He anfwered, Right wel 
certain, that wife was the word Woman that might 
women, .for rlrflfhe moved Scflirred him up tomurth 
wards difcovered him. The Mdfier anf weired and faid 
doubt it fhall happen unto you worfe; if you put y< 
death by the advice of your wift. 'the 'Emperor faid, 
fhall not die this day. Tft\ Mailer hearing that, gavi 
the Emperor^ and took leave and .went his way. ■ 
Tbeftrenth Complaint of ''the Emprefs; 

WHen the tmprefs heard that the Son of the Ea 
yet living, as a~mad woman fhe ran to th< 
weeping and crying, faying, Oh unhappy woman. A 
ihali I do ? I muft needs flay my felf that am fo afium 
punifhment thereupon done. Tne'Etoferor anfwered, ( 
f you (houliji have -mind on fuch wicked deecj, butfuff 
arid you fhall hjaveagotd end Of your caufe. Sheanfi 
tne end fhall be evil: for off fhall follow to you and 
confufion. The Emperor faid Leave off fuch talk. She 
it fhall coine to you' & your Son, as it happened uiite 
to his Reward. I pray you tell me that example. She ,; 
gladly tetl it, but I fear that you, will hear me no m« 
next day thefcventhMdjfor fhall fpeak, and iave you 
the death, as the other iix of his fellows have done, a] 
day after that ^ your Son fhallfpeak: of thofe words you 
and take fuch joy and delectation, that the love betwixt 
wholly forgotten andwafhed away. The Emperor faj 
irapoffibk to be$ for I fhall never forget your love. 
* Then fajd fhe, O my beft beloved Lord, if it pleafe 
l£ll you one example, by the which you fhall oewar 
ferus tocome, and especially of your accurfedTSon, v 
eth ro defhroyme by his Mafttrs. ThtEmPeror fai 

jrour example. And the Emprejs \fcguua tdltf* 

*for-fbJkmeth. 



tliefeytnth IZxamp/e of the Emprefs. 
Sere was fometimes a King which loved his wife above all 
thing? , inibmuchthat heclofed herinaftrongCaftle, and 
ire the key es oftheCafllehimfelf: the Lady was therefore 
heavy and comfortlefs. Now in far Countries there was a 
nt Knight, thewhich on a time lying on his bed dreamed 
this manner, \\t thought verily that he law one of the faireil 
is^ ever mans eye might behold, whofe love above aJl other 
ten he deiired to obtain, and if that he might fee her walking, 
oidd certainly have fome knowledgof her, by whom towards 
great friendship and honor ihouid come. To the queen the 
night by -vifion of the (aid Knight, the 1 ike was alfo ltraight- 
lewed, and as yet they have mot any knowledge of each other, 
ler of name nor yet of fame. When the Knight had thus 
ued, and feen (as he thought) a moft vertuous and comely 
7 in his deep, he then determuied in his mind, that his foot 
id take no reft, until the time that he had found out the Lady 
to him in his dream feemed fo glorious: And having taken 
lorfeand with him all that was necefTary for his journey ^ he 
travelled throughout diverfe Regions, CountriesandKing- 
s, Co long, until at laft he came unto the fame I And where 
iforefaid queen was by her jealous hufliand inclofed, and 
in a ftrong Caftle. And when this faid Knight was come 
the faid C lty , and luving for a cer tain<fealbn rru rein fojour- 
it fa fe?l out, that upon a day as the Knight walked by the 
[e ( and knew nor as then that y -queen was therein kept) (he 
at a time lifting in a window, to behold and foe the People 
ngby, and amongft all others, (he cfpied the Knight f before 
pake of, and knew him to be the fame man, ofwhonrihehad 
ued before, and the Knight Uy chance lifted up his eyes^& per- 
rd the Lady (Itt ingfin <r window, & anonhis mindgavehim 
it was (he of whom he had dreamed,& fhe began to firigafong 
ve. And as he heard f he was then taken with her love. The 
rfit from henceforth daily went and walked about the Caftle, 
lding it all-over, to efjw y if any manner of way he might gee 
► declare ^ fecret of his mind unto her. Then f Lady }>erceiv- 
hat^ihe prefently indited a letter, & fecret ly conveyed it unto 
from <f cafement of her Chamter window. And when he had 
fed over her letter, and underftanding thewillof5rLady,;he 
loutany delay began to haunt Jufts and Turnaments, and he 
xrfbrm fo many greeat and marvelous aftsy the fame ofliim 
e to the ears oftheJCir.g. Andasfoonas the King heard there- 
lefent after him, & faid unto him, Sir Knight, Ihave heard 
you have got much honor at our Jufts &C Turnaments, where- 
if it will pleafe you to abide here, and d wel with us, we fhaH 
youlargegifts, andrewards. Tht^v^\^x^N^x^-»^<:'»^ 
$ht migbty Prince, I &m ygwt tevwii\ -^x&lxj^ak^ 
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child do any fcrvice y roi&ht be pleaiiingto year magmficeflfclK 
wiitio»it taking jfany reward, 'ave one thing befbreail other I id ; 
lire. The Kingfaid unto him. 3 new it unto me boldly what tnii 
that is. The Iuiightanfwered,My Lord,feeing that it hath pleaie 
your mod excellent Majefly to take raeftryourferVant,anu.a«l 
of your molt grave Co; idcilat novv fcemsth unto me to be moil €*■ I 
pedicnt for both our delighrs, that I had a^Lce nigh unto the wall Id 
of the Caftle that lar aJl times might be the rnore ready at your |r 
calling, when you have need-ThtKinganAveredandfaid, I con- 1 in 
fentunio you, make itas you ihaJl think beft. Then 5 r King caufal III 
many work-men to be brought before hira: having fo d#ne, he It 
chooied out cex tain men tit for his pur .lofe^iSc caufed rjiem to buiki lu 
a fair lo.'ghig near unto the walls of th-'tawer, & u.11 this being & 
finifl;ed,he made a covuiam with one of ^he work-men (uixoiD he, I 
though: fitteft for y uurpofe) to make out of hi: houfe a feenrt way 
to,S.awecns lodging:* And whr n this was rtrr.fhtd according to im 
defijey he thenkilied the work-man, becA 1 :;"*: he fliorU npt make it 
Xnown .into any. And having thus done, )ic wenriix unto die 
queen, and did her reverence, for it did become him forodo: arc! 




ihe confentea umo his requeft. And now the yha. v In?* f |)cnt j nighr, 
in th'ur pleafures,3e the morning being come,this Knight then re- 
turned to his own lodging. And 5' queen began to th i nk with bet 
ftlf^ and faid,Wuat (hail 1 do ? If I fhould make the King my huf- 
band acquainted herewhh,there would two evils come thereof: 
the one is my fhame* and y perad venture he fhould utterly forfaka 
me & caufe me to begriven out of this land for ever: f other isrffat ,! 
lie would flay ^ Knight, for from death it was not pofubleftrhim 
fo ef cape, & therefore I think it to He more expedient for me to be 
fecret herein, than for to reveal it unto any. After tint the Knight 
as often as it pleafed him, went in into the queen, and did his 
will with her, and fhe gave him a ring,^ which the King hid gi- 
ven her at her wedding. The Knight was fo famous, flchad fuca 
excellent knowledge in Jutting that in every battel &turnameui| . 
he had the victory , for which caufe he was held in great eft inutiofl 
and favour with the King^fo y fce made him his fleward & gover* 
nor over all his Region and Land. I: happened upon a day $tbe 
King wasdifpofed to ride ouh , .mting,wh i rreforehecomaiuledhii 
fteward to make hir.i ready on Jr morrow for to go w him: wherc-i 
wito he offered lumfelf moft willingly. And upon <f morrow after 




tht ^ ._._ o „ ^ ^ 



it waked &perceivingy die King hadfeen^ Ring,the'ii 
ed himfelf to be fore tick, and faid unto him, my honored 
feel my felf fore fick,yif I do not vv all fpeed I may, hafte 
my lodging* 5c there feek out fome prefent remedy, either 
s of pby lienor by fame other courfe, orelfe I am but s 
1 : and therefore I pray you to give me leave to go homt . 
10m y King made this anfwtr & laid, Go my dear friend, 
urteofGoJ,&feey there be nothing wanting thar may 
thy health, mat either my Court or Kingdom can afford* 
" hadno fooner ended hisfpeech,but immediatly f Knight 
leave of him &C gettingupon his horfe,he than hafted uiiro 
re,&asfoon as he was come home, he prefently alighted, 
Ihim to jr Queens lodging, & gave her the King again; 
id her withal, how that the King had efpyedit upan his 
when they wereborh weary &1 at down to reft : & wil 
ter^ that he had feigned himfelf to be fore fickjfor which; 
J King gave him leave for to return back to his lodging :• 
prayed her, that if the Kin« ac any time ihouldcall tor the 
iat immediatl y ihe mould ihew it unto him. This done, 

his leave of the Queen, & went down again ro his lodg- 
id not long afrer that, the-Xing came unto f Queen, anl 
•n received him right lovingly, and after $a little tinw 
>d, the King faid unto her , My renowned Lady, fhd w ms 
he Ring is that I gave to you, fori have a great deiire to 
Sheanfwered & faid, O my lift beloved Lord, to what in* 
this time do you deiire to fee it ? Then faid he, If you mew 
) me incontinently , ic fhall repent you. Then ihe arofe up 
it to her Chert, and took the King out of it: and having 
ie ? fhe brought it to the King her hufband: and when lie 
i it, he then was half afhamed, & faid unto her, My befl 
Qiieen,C now like is ^ Knights Ring unto this your Ring, 
[ faw upon his finger : for I believed y it had been mine, 
refore that was f caufe why I did afk fo haftily of you for 
d now of this evil fufpition I yield my felf guilty againfl 
' dear Lady, in this behalf, for ^ ftrengrh of f tower deceiv- 

for I thought none could get therein bur I my felf alone, 
rd that no man hath the keeping of the Keys but my feli 
e faid unto hLn,My dear Lord, wonder not,for one ring 
like another, and work-men do feldom make one p iece ol 
but there are others y make^ fame: but God forgive yon 
you have fofufpe&edm*, for you know the ftrength of 1 
, & f Keys you have always in your prefence & will trull 
i therewith. After f the Knight ordained a great Dinner 
id unto $ King, My Sovexaign, it is fo that my LadycV 
came hither from out of my country , to feek me,for whofi 
lave ordained a dinner to be made.therefore I would intrea 
dgfrnebfyou would do im \^t imk&h WftSH*.** ** 

_ - ... 
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o.mld do any fcrvice y mt^iu be pitching to your magnific*nai|iK. 
without taking jf any reward, 1 a ve one thing before aJl other [ 'defcjp 
fire. The Kingfaid unto him* S;iew it unto me boldly what thing lr> 
that is. The foiigutanfwered,My Lord,feeing that it kath pkaledffttt: 
yourmoft excellent Majefly to rake me for your fervant, and one lip 




calling, when you have need. The King aiifwered and fa id, Icon- 1 p 
fentunto you, make itas you ih.Oi think beft.Then 5 r King caufed I Tn 
many work-men to be brought l>efore him : having to d*ne, he I « 
choofed out cei taiw men tit for hir. par ^ofe,& cauled them ro build I fci 
si fair lo.'ging near unto the walls of thv tower, & ail this being '' 




lheconfezuecf unto his requeft. And now theykaving fp*ent f nighc, 
in tfrur p'eafures, 3c the morning being come,this Xmght thenre* 
turned to his own lodging. And 5' (jueen began to ;h • nk with het 
telf) and faid,What (hail 1 do ? If I iho'ild make the King my huf* 
band acquainted herewith,there would two evils come thereof: 
the one is my fhame, and y perad venture he fhould utterly fbrfake 
me & caufe me to bedriven out of this land for ever: $ other is^hat 
lie wow id flay ^ Knight, for from death it was not poflibleftrhim 
fo efcape, &c therefore I think it to He more expedient for me to be 
fecret herein, than for to reveal it unto any. After that the Knight 
as oftenas it pleafed him, went in into the queen, and did hii 
will wit h her, and fhe gave him a ring,^ which the King hid gfc 
ven her at her wedding. The Knight was fo famous, fie had fuca 
excellent knowledge in Jutting that in every battel Scturnameutj 
he had the victory, for which caufe he was held in great eftimatioA 
and favour with the Kin*,fo y fce made him his fteward & gover- 
nor over all his Region and Land. It happened upon a day $tbe 
King wasdifpofed to ride on hunting, wherefore he comandedhii 
fteward to make hir.i ready on Jr morrow for to go w him: where-i 
iinto he offered hnnfelf moft willingly. And upon J morrow aftet 
they entred into the forreft,& all y day they chafed te followed 
the wild beaitc, that they were fo weary grown, ■$ rh= King did 
fit down by a fountain to reft him, and the (Knight !>v his i ids. & 
the K:iighc was nofooner fet, buthefellafleep by "Jf Kingjiaving 
the ring up*n his ringer w theqiKeatad tpven. tAvtv. which tUe 
jKinz perceiving andmwkingjdidkriowixxv^vx. mftXaw >n\«sv 



ght waked & perceiving;} die King hadfeen^ Ring, then 
^ned himfelf to l* fore fick, and faid unto him, my honored 
1 feel my felf fore fick,yif I do not w ail fpeed I may, hafte 
:o my lodging, 5c there feek out fome prefenc remedy , either 
ins of pbyficx % or by fome other courfe, orelfe I am but s 
un : and therefore I pray you to give me leave to go home* 
whom y King made this anfwer & faid,Go my dear friend, 
Nunc ofGoJ,& fee y there be nomine wanting that may 
re thy health, mat either my Court or Kingdom can afford, 
inghadno fooner ended hisfpeech,but immetfiatly f Knight 
lis Leave of him & getting upon his hor fe,he than nailed unro 
)ufe,&asfoon as he was come home, he prefently alighted, 
led him to jr Queens lodging, & gave her the King again; 
told her withal, how that the King had efpyedit upsn his 
'• when they were born weary & fat down to reft : & wil 
dher^ that he had feigned himfelf to be fore fickjfor which; 
the King gave him leave for to return tack to his lodging : 
b prayed her, that if theKin«»acany time ihould call tor th« 
, that immediatly Ihe mould ihew it unto him. This done, 
ok his leave of the Queen, & went down again to his lodg- 
And not long after that, theJCing came unto £ Queen, anl 
iieen received him right lovingly, and after $a little tinw 
affed, the King faid unto lier,My renowned Lady, iha w ms 
e the Ring is that leave to you, fori have a great deiire to 
Sheanfwered & laid, O my lift beloved Lord, to what in- 
it this time do you defire to fee it ? Then faid he, If you ihe w 
: to me incontinently ,ic fhall repent you. Thenfhearofeup 
(rent to her Cheit, and took the King out of it: and having 
lone, fhe brought it to the King her hufband: and whenh< 
een it, he then was half afhamed, & faid unto her, My bed 
ed Qiieen,C now like is ^ Knights Ring unto this your Ring 
h I faw upon his ringer : for I believed-} it had been mine, 
herefore that was f caufe why I did aflc fo haftily of you foi 
Ind now of this evil fufpition I yield my felf guilty againf 
ny dear Lady,in this behalf , for ^ ftrengrh of f tower decei v 
• : for I thought none could get therein but I m v felf alone 
gard that no man hath the keeping of the Keys but my fel 
She faid onto hun,My dear Lord, wonder nor^for onerin; 
be like another, and work-men dofeldom make one piece o 
£, but there are others y make^ fame: but God forgive yoi 
at you havefo fufpe&ed m«, for you know fhs ftrengrh of H 
er, & ^ Keys you have always in your pretence & will trui 
nan therewith. After f the Knight ordained a great Dinnei 
faid unto $ King, My Soveraign,itisfo that my Lady 3 
' i!i come hither, from out of my country , to feek me,for who! 
I have ordained a dinner to be made.therefore I would intra 
r hi^mdbf you would dorm \&t\tfHtift<i ^v^^s&^t ^ 

_ _ .... 
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ar my houfethis&ay,andto take fuch meat, as fhall be tlicre p fl « 
video. The Kinganl wqrcd, and faid, Mofi wiiiingly .will t do 
unto you y worihip &C more. The Knight was glad thereof, &' 
then ly his fecret way he went unto ^ Queen, &faid unto her. 
my beloved Lady,youmuft do this,youfhall come to myhoufe J 
privy way,6c you lhall cloth your felfin rich clothing, &decl 
your fcif w Jewels, & other Ornaments according to ^ manner 
«5e cuftom of my Conntrey, & thcnihaUyouiitat^ Table \vi\k 
my Xing, as my SwfraignLady, & make him good chear. Sbe 
replycu unto him after this manner : Sir Kuight,( fhall be ready ' 
to co all thing? according 10 your de/ire. And when ^ rimeap- 
poimed was near at hand & that ^ King was coming from toe 
Caftie towards the Knights noire, in f meantime, by f fecrtt 
way, the Queen did enter into ^ Knights lodging ( before $ tat 
JCing could come thither) and apparelled her felf after ^ manner 
off Ki lights Countrey. And when the King was 1 entered into 
die hor.fc, ihe meeting hira w courtly falutations, received him. 
And when the King had behelcfher, he demanded of the Knight, 
What Wumaa ihe ihould be, f feemednnto himfo fair? Tfien 
am wered <j Knight 6c faid,My renouned Lord,kis{ray Soveraign 
Lady, that now even for <f love that flie bearethto me, is eon* 
out of my Countrey after me, to know wherefore I ihould abftnt • 
my felf lb long, both from her love & fervice. Now their fpeerji 
being ended, <j Knight can fed J King to fit down at the Tablet 
and made the Queen to fit by him, and the King thought that it 
•was his Queen, & faid win himfelf, O how like is this Woman 
unro my Wife ? So f ftrength of ^ Tower ftill deceived him f 
he gave more faith &credance unto the Knights words, than he ' 
did his own eves. The Queen began to fpeak, and talk to the 
King, and to mr him to eat & drinx,and make good chear. And 
as the King heard f voice, then he laid unto himfelf, O blefled 
Lord.how like is this woman to my queen in her beliaviorJpeech, 
vifage, & in all other things cVcouditions? And ft ill ^ ftrength 
of the Tower deceived him. In <f end of *f feaft, ^ Knight pray- 
ed his beloved Lady tofing a fong before the King, &ihe begin 
to ling a fong of love. When <f Jung had heard her, he knew net 
voice,and thought unto himfelf, Is not this my Wife ? And yet 
how can this be flie, I having the Key sot ^ Tower in keeping} 
And fo all the time of Dinner the King fat driving & debating, 
thus win himfelf. But Dinner being ended j he willed jr Knight, 
that forthwith he would take up J Table, he having forae urgent 
occafions that moved him thereto; for he was in great thougft, 
& fore troubled in his mind. Whereupon theKuighcanrwrvedf 
and faid, My Lord, what is f reafon yon are fo melancholy & 
fad ? What is it f difcontenteth you ? Be not much troubled in 
vour mind ; & if it you pleafe, we lhail make you fome pleafant 
fbort 6c foUcc. And y Gentle- woman ta.\A^ V^ovt&l/irt^if it 
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it $■ Ais place can afford, in fuel* fort, that if yrfta: Queen 
It" were here,flie could not give you more content. Whereupon 
.ng began ro be very angry, & faid unto him, Takeaway 
ibie, for I may no longer here abide, untUl that I have 
•edmy mind. Then the Knight obeyed f commandment of 
>ng,tte inftantlytook up^ Table,giving thanks unto them 
k efpccially unto the King his moit Soveraign Lord and 
r. Now the King he departed from the Knights houfe, and 
with all haftc y might be unto f Caftle, intending to fee 
ler f his Qjieeii were therein or not. But in f me in time 
leen went in at her Private-door : and as f oon as ihe came 
n,ihe flripped pfHier uppermoft veflure,& then put her fdf 
ame habit whkh the King did leave her in . The K ing en- 
he found the Queen in the fame clothing that he had left 
i before, & feeing all things fall our contrary to his expec- 
., be then did embrace &moft lovingly kiifed her, Ac fa id 
:ier. This day have 1 eaten with my Knight, & with his 
sd Lady .who hath come out of her count rey, unto this my 




did bear him, I would do him that honor & muchmore f 
vonld reftueft me: whom I have beheld,5f Ihe feemiil^ un- 
fo foir, y lince I was born ? unto this day, mine eves have 
en in ail jf World, one fo like as ihe is to you, infomuch f 
Dinner time I was fo much troubled with many nutters, 
could hardly endure unto f end of J ftaft, but that incon- 
ly I muft come heme to fee whether you were here or there* 
the Queen anfwered, and faid unto Iiim, O mighty King,, 
fore do you fo much miflmit me^liavingfo often times found, 
rary ? Do you not know ( yea right well ) -£ this Tower 
ail, (frong & invincible, as that no min can enter in, nor 
out your knowledge? For you have always <f keeping of 
s^ & will not tmit any man therewith : how were it then 
e f I fhould be there? Sometimes you ihall find one manj 
ike another : you remember of late how youdidmiftafce ji 
t s Ring, imagined it to be^Ringw you gave me, & kavc 
it more arguments of fufpitien againft me-? was it not 
snt for you to debar me of my liberty for thefe many years , 
ye muft needs be jealous of me be fides? I tell thee, O &oblft 
$ if yau do not for fake th is jealoufit^ & alforeleafe me out- 

place of imprifonment, <& before -fome days be expired, I 
id my days herein : for I had rather live as a fervant at 
', than now for to bea Queen,Sc to live hereinak a.orifoner; 
he King anfwered, 5C faid unto \\tr «> KXV ^ft\\* ^ >j wx>x«% 
£r true, for to caufe I acknowledge wj tt\£ \ft\jfe^^j 
•fcaccufiicw^ wherefore \»yc ^W««\^^^otc&^ 



clayc, andasfureas I reign King of this Coun trey and Cad 
will fee you at libertie ? ;£ lb he lovinglie embraced herwa 
and then returned to his own lodging. Now he hud not reft 
his lodging above two days, before ^Knight came into ^C 
and faid unto the King, O my honorable Lord, I have of 
time ftrved your Highnefs, &now iiris time that I return 
unto mine own Coun trey, and for ail the fer vice that Jhav< 
unto your honor, I defire that you would do but this one 
for nae, that is,f you my Noble Lord would do me but th 
iavor before my departure hence^ which is, to give to me 1 
the Prieft with your own hand, in the face of tht Church 
Moved Lady whom I intend to Wed, who hath follow 
out of far Countries for the love of me, and whom I Hull 
thither again, as my lawful and true Wife, the which thing 
be unto me great worihip and honor, when HluJl conic ur. 
ownCountrey. The Xing anfwered, and laid unt&him, 
petition* and much more men that, ( if you will cd ire ii o 
will I gladiy do and fulfill. Then y Knighc prefixed thed 
their marriage, at which day the good King came to the Ch 
Leing honorably attended. The Prieft he was ready, and 
adorned w his veftiments, for to folemnize^ matrimony. 
Knight having apparelled the Queen in his ownhoufe, afi 
manner of his own Countrey, & had ordained two Xnigl 
co lead her unto the Church, 6c they believed that it had bet 
paramour. And when they were come unto ^ face oftheCfc 
y Prieft faid, Whofhall give this Woman to this Knight? 
the King faid, I fhall give her unto my own Knight, anc 
die Lady by the hand, and faid unto her, O good Woman 
are much like unto my Queen, and therefore my love is t 
rite greater, and alfo becaufe you fhaH be Wedded unto 
Knight, whom I affect above all other men, and he lhall be o 
iiouu, & fo he put ^ Queens hand into y Knights hand : An* 
the Prieft after the order of the ceremonies of the Church,! 
them, and Wedded them together in the true and faithful We< 
And when all thefe Rites wererinifhed& done,^ Knight 
unto jr King, & faid,0 Noble King, the (hip y I intend 
in towards my Coiuitre>r, is now furniihed very fitting ib 
journey, & now is readie for to fail away, wherefore 1 hu 
befeech your moft noble Grace,y it willpkafe youtoaccom 
my lxrloved Wife thereunto, & y you wUladvertife & adm 
her ro love me, & $ fhe ihould have me in favor above all 
creatures living^e fo much J rather, for your good exhon 
& counfel thereunto. Then y King with a great companie < 
foJlowers beiides others, went with them, and did accorn 
thtm unto J ihip, for whefe departure to ^ ihip, manic of 
were exceeding iorrowfuli Sc heavie. Then "$ King began t 
*jjro the Queen, My moft dear friend, \a»ttei i\a>*i >«*M 

my emmfel, aadfee that you fotaw 'u> feiVLW^Uv 



it, My mucn noiiorcU at teioved ivnfgnt natn now wedded 
done to you all the worihip and honur ^ in him is^where- 
look that ye love, honor, and obey hiro above ail earrhljr 
Hires, as God harh commanded, and that yon be unco him 
& conltant in all your dealings. And lb loon as this fpeeck 
ended, he delivered her unto the Knight, laying, My b!e:- 
go with you btth, and our I/>rd keep and conduce you in 
y unto your own Countrey. Then f Knight & the Queen 
ed and inclined their heads down to the King, and gave 
thanks for all thefe courcefles and kindneft.es that he had 
for them; and having fo done, they committed him to the 
ighry, 6c entredinto the lhip, and the Mariners hoyfed up 
* fails, and failed forth before the Wind, fo'f win aftiorc 
! the King had loft <f iight of the Jhip : ^A»d from thence he 
: haftily into the Caftle,& being thittiercome, he prefentiy 
: to feekfor his Queen, and when he could not find her, he* 
then moved in all the parts of his body, and fought a II about 
Tower: hefearched fo long, untiil at laft he found out the 
of the fecrrt way that the Knight had ciufed to be imde, 
as he fliw that, he wepr bitterly, cryingour,&faid Alace, 
, this Knighiin whom I had io great confidence and tmft, 
robljed me, and taken away my Wife, was not la fool tha* 
r e more faith to the words of a Knight then I did to mint 
eyes ? then fpake the Emprefs, and faid, My Lord hav* 
wderftooJ what I have iaiu? The Emperor faid* weJi, in 
eft wife thar may be. Then anfwered the Emprefs y and 
unto him, Remember haw that he traded the Aiiight,and 
f Knight deceived hinj : in 5 r like manner you will put your 
and confidence in the feven Wife Mafters, and they Ja!>or 
> deftroy me y am your Wife, and you give more credit t© 
words then youdounro your own eyes; for you hiveweJI 
low your ungracious Son hath rent Sfcfcratched me, whereof 
bear and have his tokens and marks about me, as you may 
ly fee: andalfo you know right weil, how that your ac- 
d Son hathafliamed me, and you mark not how they defend 
in this their folly & extreme falihotxl : therefore it is to be 
1, that it will happen unto you, worfe then it did to the 
of whom I have fpoken unto you already. The Emperor 
ed, I will believe mine own eyes before that I will give any 
nee to their words, and therefore I fay unto you, to morrow 
lido you juftice upon my Son. The. next day the Emperor 
nind-.d that his Son ihould be brought before him, whirk 
; being done according to his de/ire, he then commanded ^ 
on (hould be led unto tiie place of execution, & thereto ftiffirr 
according to the law. Then thrre began.to arife a greac 
, and much bewailing amongft the common people, for the 
of the Empeforh only Son. At the. \i&^ \*\\ssl <ecfc\*.N*x\*cw 
r heard and perceived that, ha iaxl "uka«&YixN?i ** *** 
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umcers w were leading mm to the gajiows, oc iaiu uuw i 

my dearly beloved friends, I pray you not to make over 

haft, butltay your hands yet a while, for I think this day ( 

"f gracious help & afi&anceof Almighty God ) to fave & d 

iiim from all perils and dangers: and from hence the A 

Jutted him towards the Emperors Palace : and tljere he did 

reverence according to his accuftomed duty. But J Emper$r 

great wrath & indignation againft him, made him this anf 

Sever mare have you any joy nor comfort in this world, 

you have fent my Son home both untaught and dumb, wt 

delivered unto you well f peaking, for w caufe you lhall 

put to death w him. The Mafter anfwered, and faid unto 

O moll noble Emper$r, the time is not long betwixt this a 

anorrow noon ; then ( by the grace of God) you lhall heai 

* peak,& y both wifely & difcreetly,& unto you he lhall d 

the truth of all things, & $ I will promifeyou he will pei 

to the full, upon pin of my life, if you will f pare him fo 

time: if you find it not fo, then take my life, & the lives 

alj. Then faid the Emperor, It I might but hear my Son £ 

it would give me fufticient contentment, and I would not • 

longer tor to live. Then anfwered the Mafter, 8c faidunco 

again. All this 3c more, you (hall both hear oC fee, and cp 

it to. Ik; true, if you will but abide this little time, 55 thtri 

this diflention be only known, and the ltrife that hath bee 

wixt us and the Emprefs, will clearly l«e decided. And if 

yoa do not call again that Noble Prince, your Son, Ixit i 

him to be put to death through the words of your mottling 

oc tricked Wife, I tell you of a truth, that it ihall happens 

to you, then it did to a Knight that dyed for a little blooc 

lie faw his Wife to bleed, to whom afterwards lhe was moj 

natural. Then faid J Emperor, That Example would I fain 

Then faid the Mafter, Let your Son be tailed again ? and I 

tell you fo notable- an Example, that during your life you 

1* ware of the untruth and unftedfaftriefs oi: Women. The: 

ilmpirur faid,I fhall, go call my Son back again. Upon a 

t km that to morro w I ihall hear my Son fpeak, as you 

l'rjiniied me. The Mafter faid, Do that my Lord, for it 

Ll'j and began to tell as hereafter followethr 

The Example of the feyentb Mafter. 

TH?re was a Knight that had a fair young Wife, who 
loved int irely,inf bmuch f he could not be out of her figl: 
h-ip^eued on a time, y they played together at chefs, & 5* Kt 
hy ounce had a knife m lushand,& ihs playing fortuned to 1 
jher baud on the knife, that a little blood began to appear. \ 
£ X/iighcfaw y .his Wife bled, heforrowed much,oC was fo 
stfhifd of his Wife, that he fell to ^ ground, m aXwvx\&\ V^ 
teeing r/rar,ca/f coicl water u^onYns face* irtfowwtia^XAc 
ircte again \o hiiJ2lbir^r^ laid U&btty * 'OiXXfcR Ut«u \n 
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icramenr, for I rnuft die, for 5' blood $ I have ffcn come 
your finger hath fmitten death to my heart. Then 5' Priefl 
id comforted him, and adminiftred the Sacram-nc unto 
£ anen after £ he died without any tarrying: for whole 
tee was made great forrow & bewailinsjs, 6c el peciaJJy 
Wife, and after that J ob-fe^nies were finifhed, and done 
ngly, ihe went and lay ii]x>n the grave, and there n ace 
►rrow Sc Lamentation, and faid, liie would never depart 
ence, but as a Turtle dove Ihe would for the love of her 
d there abide, and die: then went her friends -and ncigh- 
mto her, and faid, What availeth this for his foul, to 'live 
seping untill you die : It is better that you go home to y Our 
md there give almesto the poor for the love of God, and 
all more avail your foul, than in this place to abide. To 
fhe anfwered, I pray, you hold your peace, you are evil 
Hers: coniider ye not how I am from him parted and 
id by death, for a little blood that he fa w come out of my 
r finger, anil therefore I flia.ll never from hence depart ? 
friends hearing that, made her a little Houfe or Ledging 
Qto the grave, and put therein all things that to her wer« 
y, went their wayes, thinking that within awhile ihe 
be weary to be alone, and fo cefolate from all company, 
ereby fhe would defire again the company of the People. 
ie City there was then a law, that if a trefpaffrr or offender 
the law were hanged, the fheriffall^ night fhould watch 
»p the dead body armed : and if it happened that f body 
hanged were ftollen away, the Sheriff fhould lofe all his 
£ his life at the Kings pleailire. Ic happened foon after 
: Knight was dead, a man lhould be hanged for trefpafs 
had done, fo that the Sheriff according to the law of the 
1 that night watched by the gallows, that was not fa from 
p, and the Church-yard was not far from the fame: then, 
he Sheriff to be focold that he could not pofftbly endure 
was even ready to die w cold except f he might fpeedily 
um, it was Co extream Cold, andfo great a Froft : 6s by 
he beholding from thence about hiro,&fpyinga lire in j* 
.-yardjhafted him, & came thereto : & when lie was coma 
to it, hecalled 6c knocked at */ Unit houfe : then f woman 
C faid, Who is that, who ac this hour knocketh at f houfe 
forxowfull Woman ? He anfwered, I am *j iheriff y hath 
I much c«»ld, y I am ready to frize to death, unlefs wout 
on let me in to warm my felf: ill* faid unto him, I fear 




your ui/pleafure. 
itten a wh lie by 5* nVe,& was well warm*d,l« iaiu unto her 
woman vv your l:c-nce woul<\ \\\«LV.\»xuiaa>N w-^^» v»^. 
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Lady, you be a fair Gentle-woman, rich & young, were it nit 1 1 
better ik more convenient for you to dwell at home at your houfe, 
and to give alms, then to walte andconfume your feif here widi 
weeping &; crying? Shefaid,SirKnight,lttd I imown mis before,! T 
you had not come herein : for 1 fay to you, as I have fa id to otters I ti 

' o r tenrimes. You know wejl $ my Huiband loved me too wefl, 
$ for a licrle blood $ he faw me ro bleed out of one of my fingers I > 
Its is dead, wherefore I will here die for <f love of him. And as J I \> 
Knight heard;this,hetook his leave,& went again unto ^ gallows, 
And when he was come thither, & faw that 5" thief that he left 
there hanging was itollen & carried way, he began to wax heavy 
& Ml for forrow, & faid, Wo ic me, what fhall I do ? For I 
have Jolt my life cz all my goods, and he going up & down this 
full of forrow, & knew not what way to turn himfelf : at f laft 
he bethought himfelf to go to <f defohteLady, & fhewumobet 
the heavinefsof his heart, to wit, if fhecouldgivehiroanygood 
pounfel. And when he was come thither, he called, & ihe aiked 
h im ^ caufe of his knocking, Then he faid 5 Madam, I am ^ iheriff 
that was rigjit now with you, & I would fain ihew unto you M 
lecrets of my heart, therefore I pray you tor J luve of God. open 
the door, & he went in &faid unto her, Cmoft vera ious Lady, 
I am now come tt have your counfel& advicc,for you know well 
the laws of the land are, that whenfoever any man is hanged & 

' ftollen from off the gallows, then the fheriffs life &t goodatJeir 
the Kings hands, how it happened in the time that I was here 
with you & warmed me, that <f thief is ftollen from the gallows, 
therefore Ipray fair Lady, for the love of God, give me your bctt 
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you. 

Co now after m}' couniel & ye mail neither lofe lift nor goods. 
ani\veivd,rherefpre I am to you greatly bound,hoping to havegood 
comfort. She faid,will you theiipromife to take me to your wife ? 
Th* Knight anfwered, Would God $ you were indeed minded: 
hnzl lear ieailyou ihould difdain fo much to humble you tome, 
t hat an f o poor a Kuighr. She faid, I give you my will thereto, 
and he «ave htr again his will; and confentedto be her Knight 




Xni^hr anfwered her, Lady, your counfel is vary good. Then 
we: it they together* &; opened f fepulchre,& drew him out. The 




i June an J /'i i)r t*:< cwo of his teeth. And the Knight anfwered, 
JMi(ian^th?.r. n-ay I note'.©, forwY\'ueYvtlived^h!twa^mytrnfty 
wtjreji bTJwss. liicnd, and it £Lr:uA\*wii*»^wxv&Jfr*«$SL 
* * • • -.- ^ 
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I fhorild amfeiittodofodrfloyaladeeu unto hisbody, being dea<.:. 
She anfwered, For your love Hull I doit, and prelemiy cook a 
tf one and fmote out two of his teeth, and faid to the Sheriff, 
Take him and hang him upon the Gallows like torhe Thief. And 
the Knight faid, I fear me to do it, for the thief in taking him, 
was wounded upon his head, and he lacked both his ears. O 
Madam, God forbid tharl do fo to the dead body xli$.r I Joved 
to well in his life. Thenfaid Ihe, Giv*me your fword, audi 
ihall for the love of you do it: and fo took the f word and fmote a 
manly ftroke upon the dead mans fore-head, and cut off'oo'h his 
cars: and x when fhe had thus done, ftie faid,No\v rake and hang 
him, without company : And then the Knight anf wered, Yet I 
fvar to hang him, for th; thief wanted both his itones, and if y 
he were fearchedand found without, all our labor were in vain. 
Then faid (he* I never faw a man 10 fearful, feeing the matter 
fo clear and lure : take a knife, and cut off his itones. And he 
anfwered, that may I not do in any wife, and therefore I pray 
you fpare me, for ye know well what a man is without his itones. 
She faid, For the love of you Iftiall do it, and took the knife in 
her hand, and cut offher huftiands ftones,3cfaiduntohim, Now 
take the churle thus disfigured,'and hang him up without dread: 
and theywent borh-together,and hung the body upon the gallows. 
and fo was the Sheriff delivered of the Kings anger. Then faid 
thgLadjji Now ye be quit of all your dangers, and delivered 
from alnorrows and' dangers, by my counlel, therefore I defire 
you (according to your promife) that ye wed me in <f free of the 
Church. The Knight faid, I have made a vow that I will never 
wed another folong as you live which I iha!l perform. And then 
he faid, O thou rnoft {hamefoll and worit of all Women who 
Would take thee to be his wife? an honorable and loving Knight 
was thy hufband, who for a little blood that he faw iflue out 
of thy finger, dyed. Now hafte thou fmitten out two of his 
teeth, thou haft cut off his ears, and his ftoncs ? and thou haft 
made him a great wound in his head : What devil would mirry 
fhee? And therefore thou fhalt never ihame good men more, I 
will ride thee of thy life: and fo he drew out his f\vord ? and with 
one ftroke he fmote off her head. Then the Mafter faid unto the 
Emperor^ My Lord, have ye underftood what I have faid ? And 
he anfwered, Right well. Amongft all women this was the 
worft, and the Knight rewarded her accordingly, fo $ ihe i hould 
no more do men fhame. And the Emperor faid moreover, O my 
gooiMafter, might I but once hear my Son fpeak, I ihould have 
»o care of my feif. Then faid the Mafler, tomorrow you lhall 
hear him fpeak before you, and he (hall fhew the truth of all rht 
variances tetwixt us and the Emprefs, as I hope ; and fo took 
bis leave of the Emperor 7 and deparced, 

4 §e>" 
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Ji&w DIOCLESIAN the Emperors Son complained on f/ie Emprefs, 
and bow be excufed bimfelf to her complaint. 

AND after that all tiie Mafiers aflfembled together and took 
coiinfel how or in what manner they fhoujd bring 5 r child 
uul uf prifon, and lead him to the Palace : and fo they went to 
the child whereas he lay in prifon before midday, his will and 
coiinfel lor to hear. To whom the child faid, What you will that 
Hull pleaTemt: but in no wife bufie your fciveshow I fhalJanf- 
wer,or what 1 Hull fay: for w joy I ihaJl ani wer all things $ fhaH 
b? demanded ofme. When f feven wife Mailers heard f , they were 
exceeding joyful & glad,& they clothed him in purple,& in cloth 
•f gold, £c two of <f laid Mafiers wen. before him, & one upon his 
right hand,anottier uponhisleft hand,& <f other 3 followed after 
him:& before them all,went twelve men vv inftrumentsofmufjck, 
who brought him w great honor & melody to 5' Palace: & when f 
"Emperor heard all this melody, he demanded wiiat it was? Then ic 
was told him by the (landers by, faying, Mighty Empeorr* it is 
your Son which tometh before yon, and before all your Lords, 
to f peak and exciile himfelfof all j£ is laid unto his charge. The 
Emperor faid, That it is good tidings, If I might hear my Son 
fpeak. And when </ child was come into the Palace, herodtohii 
Father ,& faid unto him, Hail my mofl dear $C moll royal Father. 
And when the Emperor heard the voice of his Son Mioclefan^ 
he wasfo glad that for joy he fell down to the earth: but his Ion 
hafted to take up his father <f Emperor again:& when hoffrascome 
to himfelf,then beganhis fon^to declare ctopen all <f wholematter 
•into his Father: & then there came fo great a multitude of people 
into 5 r Palace to hear the child {peak, and the joy &nolfeorthera 
were lb great $ the child could not poflibly be heard. ThcEmperor 
coniider ing that, caufed money to be thrown into f ftreets, y the 
people therewith lhould be bufied & avoided out of y Pajace, j 
thereby they might J better hearjtne child fpeak: but y folk cm* 
no regard at a 11 after Jr money which was cail abroad. And when 
the Emperor perceived that, prefently he commanded fikneeupon 
flain of their lives. And when they were all ftill, then the child 
began to fpeak as folio weth . O moil dear father before that I 
fpeak anything I intreat and befeech you, that the emprefs, w 
all her chamber- maidens may come &be prefent: andfo the em- 
peror commanded the Emprefs with all her chamber-maidens to 
come without delay. The Emprefs hearing f (being in great iear) 
came with all her maidens, & thechlld commanded them to Hand 
before all f people in a row, that he might fee them, Then faid the 
child, Sir, life up your eyes and behold the chamber-maid that 
ftandeth there in 5 r green clothing, whom you know ^ Emprefs 
loveth bell al>ove all others: command her to be unclothed unto her 
naked body,before us all, & fee what fhe ls.The Emperor faid, my 
tfarJfoiijV would ihamer 4 saU,to ha\ta.NVQiuai\wlUndnaked be* 



me abide inner. When that ihe was unclothed, they ail i.u 
ras a man, andfoitappeared, whereat they greatly wondrc 
The VtcUrationof the CombUint of the Emperors 
Son on the Emprefs. 
*Hen faid the Son unto his Father, behold this ribauld ha 
many a night lyen with yoar wife in your chamber in adt 
r , and hath defiled your bed, and him the emprefs loveth alxr 
others, the which thing you did not know, 
/hen that the Emperor had feen and beheld thefe things, ] 
h a great indignation and wrath gave commandment y boi 
Emprefs and the ribauld fhould be burnt: but the Son an 
ed and faid, My Lord and Father, make no hafte to give jude 
it ? before I have reproved her of thefe grievous flanders tn 
did thus falfly accufe me of, and that I have declared how uj 
[yfhe hath complained of me, & fought by all means how (1 
;ht tajce my life from trie. Then faid the Emperor ^ My de 
, I commit all the judgement into your hands. The fon an 
ed and faid, If ihe be found faifeand a lyar, then the law ilia 
5 fentence againfl her: but my loyal Father, when you fei 
r me, at herearneft fute andrequeft, then I with myMafte 
Jd the liars in the firmament, by which I might perceive, 
flwuld have fpoken any words unt« you, or any other livin 
ture, within the fpaceoffeven days, I fhould have died a mo 
neful death, and tor that caufe only I did forbear to f peak uj 
hisprefent. And whereas the Emprefs moflunjuftly hath a< 
d me, that I ihould liave oppreiTed and ravifhed her, therei 
I fay fhe lieth faily : for ihe moffc adulteroufly would have pn 
xl me, for to defile the bed of my moil gracious Lord an 
ter jr Emperor, & when fhe in no wifeowld bring me theren 
Ihe took a pen,ink,and paper,5c bade me write ^ caufe when 
I would not yield unt« that which fhefoearneilly defired 
when I had written the caufe wherefore I would not con: 
fuchagreat & abominable fin, & how that I would not m 
;rs orchard defile, then began fhe to tear her clothes, &fcratc 
vifage, that it gwihed forth with blood, and cryed w a. lou 
e,andfaid, This your fon (having a mind full of lull) woul 
i wronged your princely bed, and I refilling his luftful mine 
: inhumanly hath he torn my- flefh: when the Emperor heat- 
he beheld her with a full countenance, and faid unto her i 
manner, O thou wretched woman, was it notfufficient t 
I thy foul & leacherous ap pet it; thou 55 thy r ibauld,but wouk 
fo have made my fon? Then ttll f Emprefs to J Eraperoj 
and fhe cryed unto him for mercy. The Emperor pud, C 
curfed and mofl unhappy woman, thou afkell forgivenefs 
juax t worthy none to have, for thou haft defer ved to die h 
manner of way s.Thc faftis^ \^\\Y^r^:^ 
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U^iefecond is, that thou molt lafciviouily feath provoked and fur- 
red up my fou unto molt wicked and abominable iiji^ and Jiaft 
imputed and laid the crime £ilfly and unjnftly upon him. And 
the third and laft is, that thou haft every Jay inticed & provoked 
me with tliy falfe tales to put my Ton ro death : and therefore 
the law ihall have his courfe againit thee, and fhaJl condemn 
thee unto death according as thou haftdeferved. 

Th*nanfwreredhis«fon, andfaid, moft noble Father, you know 
weJl that for thelealings that Ihe hath laiduoon me, I was daily 
led unto hanging: but my Matters with the help of God, ham 
delivered me. O my moft honorable Lord and Father, it was (aid 
unto you by the Emprefs, that I would aJfo by the help of my 
Mafters, depofeyou out or your empire, and that I did labor by 
&JJ means poflibly to deftroy you, and tofet my felf in your king- 
dom : would you not then have much grieved and forrowed? 
Hi ve you not jf whole command & government of this your king- 
dom ? wherefore then fhould I not ufe all f Jcnowledge & flciJl 
J have to help you, my moft honored fathrr,rather than any miner 
ef way to deftroy you ? And now feeing that from you I have my 
living,! will repute you for my foveraign Lord & lather, during 
^ term of my life, and I will not in any manner deprive you of 
your honor, but I will labor and bufie my felfabout y governing 
of jf fame,& all your commandemcnrs I fliall fulfil in every thing. 
But it is in J fame manner as f Father f caft his fon into jr fea for 
to drown him,becaufe he faidf he fhould live ta fee him a greater 
Lord than his Father was, & yet ^ fon by f providence of God 
wasfaved and he became a greater Lord than his Father, and yec 
was no hindrance to him but rather profited him much:a!fo you fee 
and remember y my lift & carriage fhall never hinder you, but 
ic ihallbetoyourjoy & comfort.Then faid the Emperor, Bkf- 
fed be the Almighty God and the. hour that ever I begat thee, and 
defired to have lucn a fon that I find fo wife & expert in all good 
things: tell mean example,by ^ which we may perfectly under- 
ftand thy wifdom, and that my heart may the better enjoy thee. 

Then laid the fon, Mv honorable Father,command firft filence 
to be made of your people, that I be not letted in my words till 
that I have done: And when that is ended. Givefentence with 
righteoufnefs of the Law upon me and the Emprefs. Then com- 
manded the Emfenr filence, and the Child began to tell in am- 
ple manner, as hereafter follower!]. 

77* Haw»/>/co/DIOCLESIAN the Emperors Son. 

THere was a knight which had but one fon that he loved right 
dear in f beginnings ye now allonly have loved me: -whom 
he delivered imtoaAfrf/fery^welt in afar country robe brought 
up in learning & knowledge: Thi s childas he waxed in y*ars, fo 
ieencreafed in wifdom mu\ knowledge, and profited himfelf very 
much therein. And when he \iad been<fo\vv* M«#e» fcvww years. 
*js father defired CO fee him, 5rttittktt»>a^*^^»»*a> 
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corneagiinintohisCountrey, and viiit his friends in like fort, as 
yqu havei'ent for me. The child was obedient to his father ,& cams 
at his commandment :for whole coming he did exceedingly joy. for 
that he was grown as well in coralinefs of body, as alio in dpjftr ine 
and learning, & to every man he appeared pleafant and gentle. 
It happened upon a day that the father, and the mother litting 
at the table, and the child ferved them, a nightingale came flying 

i before the window, whereas theyfate,& began to iing fweerlj-, 
that they marvelled; and the knight faid,0 how fweetly this bird 
fingerh : well were he that could iwdcrftand his long, and could 
ihew^ interpretation thereof. Then faid f foil, Myworihipful 
Father, the fbng of this nightingale I couid well declare, but I 
fear your difpleafure. The Father faid, {'ay boldly my fen the 
interpretation of the bird, andthenyefhall prove whether I liia 11 
be angrie or m»r: but I ihallmark well the reafon of mine anger. 
And when the 1V1 heard that ,he faid the mghtingalhathfaidiii 
his iong, that I iliall become a great Lord, and I Hull be worlhip- 
ped and honoured of all men, and namely of my Father, the w* 
/Jail bring me water to waft my hands, &my mother dull hold 
the towel. The Father faid, Thou ihalt never fee the day fuch 
fervice of us to have,nor none fuch dignity fhal follow thee: and 
in great xnadhefsand wodnefs, he took hisfon upon his Ihou Icier, 
and ran to uhsfea, and caft him in,andfaLi, Ly there the inter- 
preter of 5r birds fong. The child could fwim, and fwimmed to 
a Ian J, where he was four dayes without meat or drink: ^rFm 
day there came afnipfayling: and as the child fawthat,he called 
unto the ihip-men, and faid, For the loye of God deliver mefroi: i 
^ peril of death. The ihip-men faw$ it was. a fair young mai i t 
and they had companion on him, and went with the boat to feu :h 
him aboard, and carried him into afarCountrey. and fold hi m 
there to a Duke. The child grew very proper and Gar , and i&s 
Duke loved him much, and had him greatly in favor. 

And upon a time the King of that Realm, did call a ger ^ral 
aflembly of all the great Lords, and noble-men, within the R ealm 
together, for to fit in counfel. This Duke then prepared and or- 
daiaed him to go to the faid Counfel, and gave great rega xd un- 
to rhe will and wifdom of the child, and therefore took r.ne child 
with him: and when they were all gathered and aflemb.^ed before 
the King and his counfel: ray well beloved Lords, an d friend? j 
faid the King, will you know ^ caufe wlierefore I havr .'aflembled 
you together ? They anfwered and faid, we all are, Soveraign 
Lord,at your commandment. Then laid the King, I* t is a fetrec 
matter that I fhallfhew you, if $ any man can open it and de- 
clare what it fignifieth, I fwearand promife unto 1 dm by my 
crown f I will give unto him mine only daughter i n marriage, 
and he lhallb: my fellow in my Realm fo lon^atlif t4<&V^vSk^ 
afwr my death, he Hull have and ^oSfefo iS\ tk<j -^ \ste. ^i^s^ 

4Jgmz and die jnyftcry of the. QQE»fe\\& ^foiai ^ 
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Three Ravens follow me lriJlwhereloever that I go, they featre- 
me not, but cry out w fuch horrible voices, that <[ painis§rie<t 
vous, and weariefome for me to hear them, and much more to 
behold their looks: wherefore if there bearfy man,which Jcnoweth 
f caufe of this their earneft following of me, & can tell oribeir 
what they mean by their crying, cte avoid them away from me, 
tbout doubt I fbali fulfill this promife y I have made. And as y 
King had thusfaid, there was none found in all the Counfel that 
underftood ^ caufe, or could remove or put away f Ravens. Then 
ani'wtred ^ Child, & laid unto ^ Duke, my Lord, thinkjouthat 
the King wilhj erform what he hath promifcd? and will yon f . 
2 give the King knowledge of you, wnat you cando£ Then the 
Child faid, I will my iiie fet hi pledge, and I fhall perform and 
make it good what I have faid.When j Duke heard that, he went 
to the King, a] 
right cunning 
all things y yc 

will fulfill what you have prom.ifed.TheKing I wore by $ Gro'wn 
of his Kingdom, that w I have promifed, ail things flUJi b? ful- 
filled. Then he brought J Child before the King, and when 4 
Xing had beheld him, he ipake unto him after this manner: 6 
Fair-child, can you give anfwer to this my queflion ? The Child 
ant wered, and faid, Yea my Lord, & f in y beft manner : your 
«jueftionis,whertforethat y Ravens fohovv you& horribly call 
upon you? to ft I anfwer: upon a time it happened, that there 
were two Ravens, a MaleSfa Femai, f had brought out between 
them a third Raven, & in that place there was fuch a great Famine 
& Scarcity of all manner of Food for <f prefervation of their lives, 
in fuch fort y Men, Beads, & Fowls died & perifhed for want* 
Now f third Raven was at$ tinie very yoi'ng,& not able to fly 
abroad to get her living; thefemalfhe left it, feekir.g whereby 
Ae might beft get her own living : & to fhe w ^ (lie did nothing 
regard her young one, fhe came no more to ^Neft, f Male raven 
feeing that, with great penury & latW fed the young Raven till 
he was able to fly: and now when this great dearth was paft 5c 
gone,then <f Femal raven returned home again to <f young Raven, 
& would nfld fellewfhip Accompany w him, but <f Male raven 
ieeing that, he would have driven her a way, faying ; ffheinhit 
great miiery & necefiity left him Sc his company,;' mt therefore 
now he would have no company nor ftllowfnip w her,fhealled- 
ged and faid, that fhe had in his Hatching great labor & forrow, 
& fuflered much penury, and for that caufe fhe would rather en joy 
tiis company them theMaie raven. For this caufe, my foveraign 
Lord, they follow you afking true judgement which of them both 
ihall have company wthe young Raven: and this is J caufe of 
*his horrible clamor and noife that they make daily unto you. 
£uc my honored Lord) hadyou^ejce»YOua,t\^\tv^t^\\w«fc 

t/ y ^J r 0u/]»Uncrtrm^C^t^mix\^xx^\^ ^?^SSL 
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Then anfwered the King, and faid,Becauie that the Femal harti 

left & forlakon J yoiuig Raven in his molt neceiliry, ic ltantietti 

■with reafon, and juihee, that ihe ihoultj not follow him, but be 

"without his feJlovvihip: and where ihe faith $ in f Hatching, 

& bringing forth of him ihe had great pain & travel that helpeth 

not, for her pain was turned into joy, as foon as ihe law* the 

young Raven in the World, But in regard that the Male is the 

caufe of production, and generation of every Beaft of the fcarrh, 

& of every Fowl or the Airland alfo becaufe the young Raven 

in his neceihty was fuftaineo, and fed unto the recovering and 

no writhing of his body by the Male: therefore I conclude both 

tor judgement and fentence definitive* that the young Raven iinJI 

abide & keep company with the Male, and not with the Femal. 

And when the Ravens heard that fentence, with great noife 
and cry they flew up into the Air, and were no more fetu 
nor found in aJl that Region. 

When this was done, the King demanded of the young Man, 
xvliat his name was? He anfwered* and faid, lam called Alex- 
ander : then laid the King, I will that you ihould grant me one 
requefl, which is, that from henceforth you fhallname, &ta*e 
me, &C none other for your Father : for yeu ihall have my Daugh- 
ter to Wife,& you ihall hare *f whole government 5i poileilion 
of this my Realm. This young Alexander abode, & dwelled ilill 
there with the King and every man did exceedingly love, and 
favor him, for he began to Hunt Juit, and Tourneys, wherein at 
all times he did win the prize before all others that were in Egypt} 
fo that his Deer or like was not to be found : neither was mere 
fo hard or obfeure a queition put- to him, but that he could make 
known the true fenfe and meaning thereof. 

At that time there was an Emperor whofe name was 77* w, that 
excelled in gentienefs, coarteiie, &curioiity, all other Emperors , 
Kings & Princes in the whole World, infomuch that fnch Fame 
and Noife flew and ran over the World of it, thatwhatfoever he 
was that would learned profit in cunning, manners or behavior. 
he ihould go to f Emperors Court. And when Ale xander heara 
thereof,he laid to ^ King, My moil honourable, Lord & Father, 
you know well that the world is full ofthejame of the Emperor 7 
that it is very delegable & pleafant to abide & dwell in his court : 
wherefore if it pleafeyou,my renowned Lord5c Father, I would 
very gladly go to his Court, to the intent that I may obtain more 
wifdorn* & grow prompter in manners & behavior then now I 
am. Whereupon anfwered the .King, itpleafeth me right well z 
but I woullthat you take with you plenty of Gold & Silver, c*& 
other neceilaries, fo much that you mine nonor there may fave, 
and that you may have alfo that whichhto youmoft requifite, 
and neceiury. And alfo it feemeth unto me very expedient^ that 
before your departing, you Ihould naxry ray \>»aa§K£t « 

Then flofwvcrijo^i^,^ 



me at mistime, & at ray coming nome again, 1 Mali wedt 
ail honor as unco her appearetli. The Xing anfwered, ilno 
it is your will to go unio the Emperors Court, I licence i\ 
thereto I give my confent. Then Alexander did take his 
of the King, and took with him abundance of treafure, anc 
he went to the Emperors Court: and when he was come 
many followers, he went before the Emperor and fell up< 
Xnees, and faluted him, and did him reverence. 

The Emperor rofe up from his feat Imperial, and ki{Ted 
and ailced of him whence, as d what he was ? and where f 
lie wax come? He anfwered and faidj I amfon and heir 
Kio£of££jpf, and am come co do fer vice to yourmofthig 
jetty, ifitpkafe you no accept of me. The Emperor faid, r! 
was right heartily welcome, and committed him to his it 
and made him his carver. The He ward ordained him 
Chamber, and provided for him all things that were necell 
the fame: and Alexander behaved himfelffo well, that in 
time he was beloved of all the people. 

Koc long after :that, came the Kingston of France to do f 
unto the Emperor , and to learn good qualities, and fa 
c:omely behaviour : him the Emperor received honorably 
he demanded his name, and of what kindred he was come 
anfwered, I am fonto the King of France, and I liave to 
l.odorrtck your Servant : then faid the Emperor I have ms 
lexander my carver, and you {hall be my cup bearer that ah 
you {hall do fer vice at my table, and commanded the {lew: 
aflign him a lodging, whom he placed with Alexander 
chamber. Thefe twogentleraen were folike in ftature and x 
and condition, that hardly the one might be difcerned or Jt 
from the other, but that Alexander was more cunning in s 
deeds then was todowicky for he was a feminine man, andf 
faced, and thefe young men well loved together. 

Tht Emperor had one only daughter named Florentine^ fh 
right fair and gracious, and ihou Id be his heir, whom he lov« 
cirely, fhe had a Court by her felf, and fervants to her afli 
to her the Emperor ', everyday was accuftomed to fend frc 
Table ofhis dainties, in token of love, by Alexander: info 
that the daughter began to have him marvelloufly in her. 
becaufe ofhis wifdom and comely behavior. It happened i 
day, Alexander at meat-time had fuch buf inefs, f he fer ved 
the Table, nor none other gave attendance for himinhisr 
Lodovrick perceiving that fer ved in .his room: and as foon 
had ferved the Emperor y in hislaft fervice upon his knee, <j E 
commanded him to bearadiflitohisdaughter, as he was w 
do: thinking that he was Alexander. Then took Lodowi 
difh and went to the palace of the Emperors daughter, *z 1 
her wkhgt&t reverence, and let ttamtat bcfccttar.unt; 

•-■-•■- £ 



mdtrfil faid to him'on this, manner. What is yonr name,& 
s fon are you?* Heanfwered to her, & faid,Afi</**t,I am rh 
s Son of France^ my name is Lodwiekz ihe faid, I thanJ 
or y#ur labor,& then took his leave and depar ted: in Jmeai 
came Alexander to the table, and they fulfilled their iervia 
e dinner being done, anon Lodcwick went to ^ bed fore/ick 
ilexander perceiving tha;,went to his chamber Sc faid unti 
O my belt beloved friend and fellow Lodorvick, how is it \J 
fc what is J caufe of your infirmity? , He anfweredhim am 
Thecaufe I know not,butI feel me fore iick,butlfear rr.? 
w efcape f death. Alexander faid ,The cau fc of y our i n tirmit ; 
feafe I know well, for to (Jay as ye did bear the meat to \ 
ror's daughter, ye beheld her countenance Sr. beauty fo fei 
y, that your heart was taken, and raviihed with her lov< 
ncuntoheanfwevfcd, O Alexander , all the Phyiicfansin th 
Id could not more truly judge myficknefs, but I fear itwi. 
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lown to Lodiw-ck) and nrefented it in his behalf unto th 
ctfs. As foon as fhe beheld that, fhcafked hint whereheha 
coflly and precious elbth? And he faid, Madtim^ of ^ fon c 
>ft Chriftian King of Fr<e»cc,who fendeth it unto you for yoi 
(for he having but once beheld y«ur princely face,is grown f 
fick,y he lyeth uponhisbed even imtohis death:therefore : 
[uflerhim te perilh,you fhall never recover again your hono 
i faid fhe, good Alexander, would ycu thus counfel me th? 
mid lofe my virginity ? God defend that, and be you iii; 
ander^ ^ for fuch meftages, you fhall never more win thanl 
s,therefore go out of my light, and f peak no morethereoft 
When Alexander heard that, he did Obeyance and departe. 
tenext day Alexander went again to the City, and bought 
►let ■$ was twife more in value than the cloth, & t>.erewii 
Tht to the Princes chamber, & gave it to her on <f Uhalf < 
wick* And when fhe faw y coftly gift, fhe faid unto aim i 
manner, I marvell of you, that 10 often you have feen ar 
en with me, that j'ou nave not fodone your own errand i 
ting for yourfelf,but for another. Then anfwered he,0 M, 
, I hav« not been fo difpofed, becaufe my birth is not to] 
pared w yours, and alfo it happened me never fuch a cafe 
leart was fo wounded : and he that hath a good fellow,isboui 
o do him good & true fellowfhip. And therefore no\v,excelle 
tcesjof your moft abundant pity have compaflionon him, 
:e him whole, y you havefo fore wounded to death,f it 
for ever laid unto your cruelty and hirc*iefs of heart. S 
,vercdhim 3 Go yourway, forluYvlsXAm^v^^M^ 
rer thereto i And as he heard ttat^ttw>KtaKtas& *«?* 
\df ciird day he went tojf Cu^V*^*?****^ 



of more value, and coltlicr than the JLihapJet was, ana 
it to her on the behalf ot'L$dtwick : and when ihe faw a 
that gift fo precious, lhe faid mito Alexander, Say to 
tjiat he come to my chamber about the third hour in the 
he ihall find the door open ; and Alexander hearing that 
and went to his fellow and laid, My beft beloved felk 
good comfort, fori have conquered the Prineejs to you 
**ight I lhail bring thee to her chamber. And when that 
he ftartcd up, as though he had wakened out of his flcep, 
well revived, and for great joy he became well : the i 
following, Alexander took LodowUk and brought hia 
chamber of the Lady, with whom 7 he was in iolace ; 
night, and from that time forth all her heart wis upo: 
that there was but one only love between them both. 

And after that, Lodewici ufed oftentimes to vifit her,: 
procefs of time it came to the ears of the Knights and g 
of the Court, how that the Emperorh daughter was! 
Lodowick) and they confpired among themfelves,how tl 
rind him and intrap him therewith, and fo for to tak 
Alexander had knowledge thereof, he armed him to 
them, and when the Knights underftood that, they feu 
mderj fuffered his fellow to go iivpeace. Alexander m 
put himfelf in jeopardy for him, he not knowing th< 
ihePrincefs knew it weJl. 

Inihor t time after that, there came Letters to Alex at 
death of the King of Egfttj that he fhould haftily cb; 
ceive his Kingdom with* honor and joy : and that i hew 
tuito the Frincefs'znd Lodwick, and alfo of his < 
■wherefore they were forrowfuland heavy. Heiaid all 
£»»peror,My honorable Lord,pleafeth it you tounderib 
have received letters of the death of my. Father, whew 
hoveth we to go, and receive the Kingdom, and that j 
pleafcd to give me. leave to depart y and«foraJl the ben 
done, I oner my fel £ and ajl my goods ; and rather tht 
by my going any way offend ordifpleafe you,my Lord 
fake ill nayKealm^and all that I have in the world,ar 
youftiJ]. Then faid the £m/w#r,Know youforcertaii 
your departure I am right, heavy and forrowful, for 
the beft iervant that was in aJl my Court: bat it bet 
' an Emperor to hinder his fervants from their promoti 
vancements,. butrather promote them to higher or gre 
Therefore go you unto our Ireafurer, and he fhalJ del 
much GoW as you wiH have, and in the name ofG< 
bleffingy gg into your Countrey. And thus Alexati 
leave of the Emperor, and bade him farewell: and the 
JorrowfiiU for hi$ departure, for he was beloved of al 

Lodowick # the Brincefs, bron^at\v\m <m\v\s> -wi>j 
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ftrtherj then, tell they bfirli to me ground with great forrow & 
heavinefs, and Alexander took and lifted him up again from the 
ground an 1 comforted him with fair woids,and •. aid JO Ltdowicky 
my beft beloved fejlow, I warn you $ the ftcrets being betwixt 
you and my Lady, youhidean'l keep them as privily as you may, 
and take good heed to ailthin^sjfor I wot another ihali rome,& 
be in my ltead,that ihall envy you of rhe favour and grace y you 
Ifcuid in with the Emperor, and day & night fnaii Jy in ivaii to 
cake ytu with a fault, and to put you unto rebuke and ihamc. 
Thenanfwered L$dor?ick & faid,0 Alex a nder, I ihall beware as 
much as to me is poflible.* but how ihall i dm when I ihaij vvknt 
ymiv company ? Therefore one thing I ihaii deiire o<'yon, $ you 
take this Ring of me for a remembrance. Then faid lie, I Jhail 
for the love of you,ghdly receive your Ringyiud yet I fh.* ! never 
without the Ring forget you, and fo he committed them both 
onto God. Then they embraced each other about the neck, and 
kitted, and fo they departed. 

Not long after, the Kings (on ofSfditt, named Guido, was re* 
ceived of f Emperor ^in the room and place of Alexander jo whom 
the fteward aftigned Alexanders place and chamber : the ik was 
very fore againft the will ofLodowUJe, but he could not help it. 
Guid* feeing y Lodomck again ft his will had him in his feliow- 
fhip, he grew envious againft hiiq: fo Lodowick of a longtime 
for fear »f the faid Gutd; kept liim out of his company of the 
Lady never thelefs afterwards being overcome with her lqve,fome- 
tirneshe haunttd and went again unto her as he before had done; 
Guido quickly perceiving the fame, waited fo long thereon, that 
he knew the truth, and was therefore certain that the Princefg 
was by Ltdewick known, and had company with her. 

Upon a time it happened that the Emperor flood in the ha 11, and 
trailed Alexander for his Gent lenefs and wifdom,G»/</o hearing 
y faid, My Lord, lie is not fo much worthy to be commended as 
you imagine,for he hath of a long time beenaTraitor in your houfe 

Then the Emfer%r faid, Tell me how? Guido faid you hava 
but one only daughter, the which fhall be your heir,and her l«- 
dowick hath defiled, and lien by, through the help of Alexander} 
and he goeth to her every night as it pleafeth him. 

And as foon as J Emper*r heard rhereof,he was fore moved, 3c 
began to be angry, & it happened Lvdorr'ck upon <f fame tine to 
come throw thehall,and astne Emperor faw him, he faid, What 
hear I of thee^hou evil and untrue body r If it be found and pro- 
ved true thou ihalt die the mod fhameful death y can be devifed. 
Todwick faid, My Lord the Emperor ^ what is the caufe? Gw,V# 
aniwered, 1 fay and depofe here before my Lord, againft rl^e^, f 
thou haft defiled his only daughter ,and every night thougoHr io> 
her, and doeft fornication with her, and 5J^bat^Ll(haJll^^«-^ 
n)ake irgood upon thy body wuYvmv \*j&9 . ^V^vVxAV^ r&\Os. 
Jsto innocent, & uot iaictteA \vVU\\Joi\«^s»fc^ •se&'v^i ^ 
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doft belienif, and hereupon I hold the battel, and truft to God 
thy falihood{hall come upon thine own head. Then the Emperw 
aingned unto them the day of combat. That done, Lodomck 
went unto the Lady, andfhewed her <f caufe and ^ day uf battel 
by the F.mfsror afiigned, and in what manner Guido had accufed 
him, ana (aid unto her, iiow itbehovethme to have your counfel 
or eife I muftcjie : for as you know, it hath not availed me to 
have gainfaid the battle, without I mould have yielded my ftlf ■ 
guilty: Gi/ido is itrong and hardy, that his like is none but A' 
/exandcr* And I am feeble, and therefore if I fight the bated 
againit him, I were but a dead man, and fo you fhall abide rebuke 
and iham?. Then faid Ihe, Follow my counfel in y you miftruft 
your fel^ go haflily unto mj' father, and fay unto him, that ye 
have received letters, whereby you are affured thaV the King your 
father is forefick,and lyethupon his death-bed, )Sc deiirerhto fee 
yon, and to fpeak wyouinperfon, and todifpofeofhisKingom 
before he depart out of this life: iq defire him to give you leave 
for the love of your father to go vifit him,and y he will prolong 
and lengthen the day of battel, that in ^ mean leafon yon may go 
and come: And when you have gotten lea ve,as haftilyasyoucafi, 
fecretly go to King Alexander ,and being tnither come, take him 
spare and ihew him the caufe of your coming, and requite him 
in this your great extremity, that he will help and fave us. 

And when Lodomck had heard that counfel, it pleafed him well 
and he did accordingly : And hiving obtained leave, and along 
day, and refpiteoi'the battel prefixed and afligned,he then departed 
and took his Journey towards the Realm of £j£)/>*, and never 
flayed day nor night, till became into King Alexanders Cattle. 
And wiien that King Alexander had underitandingofhis com- 
ing, he was very glad, and went to meet him, and received him 
honorably, and he did wonder much at his coming. Then {aid 
lodomck. © my moll dear Lord, and my beft beloved friend, my 
life and.my death is in your hands, for as you faidto me before, 
that I fhouldhave another ftllow, the which fhould ly in wait ' 
toefpy me, and deflroy me without,! did look more wifely unto 
ray i.if; fo as long as I could, I did abftain from her tiil I 
snight no longer abide, but afterwards the Kings Son of Spain 
m-ide watch fo long after me, until he perceived the truth: in the 
tm\ he accufed meunte the Emperor, fo that in the eif^ht hereafter 
from this day, I mull be ready and prepare for to tight wjthhim, 
body againft body: and as ye know wellheisa very itrong and 
hardy man, and I am weak and feeble, and therefore Hath FUr- 
entine couulelled me that I fhould not hide this matter from you, 
for ihe knoweth you fora faithful friend, and that you would 
nur leu vc us in this great necefRty . 

Thtn faid Alexander, IsthereanyboAy ttattaxomtsfti^WK 
oming unto me for this matter, more than f Urentine* \A'ax&w«- 
f him, ai2c//ai«i : JNo creature lxvtafefac 1 x<»Weww£ft«E«*< 
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tor to go y iiit ray father, lying grievoidly flck. Then Alexander 




that we be like' each other, that youiliould come and perform y 
battel with him, and no man lhould know yon but fhe: and y 
battle done, I fhoulcl come again to the Court, and yen return 
back to your own Countrey . Then he afked h im, W hen uie day 
iiionldbe ofthe battel ? And he faid eight dayes hence. 

Thenfaid Alexander, If I lhould this one day tarry before I 
depart hence, then I cannot come by the day prefixed,\vheieii]>on 
urtderftand what I f hall do, I have bidden ail my ihbjedts, that 
t* morrow they lhould come to my wedding: and if 1 Jhould go, 
then is the day loft: if I go not and do the battel, thei\F!orcK~ 
tine and you are undone: what think you is beft to Ix: done ? 
When Lodowick did hear that he fell to the earth, and b?gan to 
forrowoutofmeafure, faying, Sorrow and heavinefs come fud- 
denly to me on all fides. Then faid Alexander unto him, be of 
good comfort, for I fhallnotforfakeyou in this fort, though I 
ihouldlolemy lifeand kingdom: but hearken what I have thought 
upon: infomuchthatwe are both like one another, f© that jr one 
of us cannot be known from the other, and as for me I am no* 
rightly known here, butthat all my barrons, and all other my 
liib/e&s will take you for me, therefore you ihall here abide and 
tarry, and marry my wife in my Head, and hold the feaft and 
nuptials, and do all rhinos as if Imyfelf were there prefent, ex- 
cept when as you come to be with my wife, look that you be there 
true and faithful, and "I fliall without any tarrying, go and take 
tny horfe, and ride thither whereas the battel lhall be : and if God 
give methe viflory, mat I may overcome and vanquiihyonr e- 
aiemy.I will come again fecretly, and you fhall come ag-im unto 
your beft beloved. This done, Alexander bade Lcdivpick fare- 
well : and then he took his journey towards the Emperor's Court, 
for to fight and to do the battel with Guido, and Lodsivick tar- 
ried in %j**in ftead of King Alexander. 

And upon the next morning came7.9rf#j*iVJr, as though he had 




- . - ... of 

all manner of wines, anil diverfe melodies of intirumenis of 
mu/ick, and great jty and cheer ,tfor the Noble-men and all orher 
people that were there affembled. And when the night was come, 
ne went to bed with the Queen, and laid between him an a J kt x 
naked fword, whereof fhe had great wonder, but nothing il:e faid, 
and fo he lay w ith her every night, fo loughs Alexa nder v; as our. 
Now King Alexander att\wd^vt^x.vns\xtJKi^H.^^^v^^^ 
onto thcjEmperor ,and laid^O mo^o\«i\^\\^^>>^^^^ >5 
IJuve left my father terv ta^j^Sskfp^Va*^^^^"^ 
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n-vTrtheJefs lam com*' to perform my promife, and with a full 
rctoiution to i»e- end my honor. The kmperor faid,you dohonora- 
.1)1) ,*nd according ro the valor of a noble-man,and fortune fhall 
favour you ( I hope) in your juftand righteous quarrel. 

And when the Emperors daughter underftood chat Alexander 
was cam?, anon lhe fent rbr him, and when he was come to her, ' 
■Die very ouneoufly and kindly embraced him, and w great jty | 
and griefs Xlie killed him, and bleffed the time that flic might 
lee turn again, and demanded of him where he had left herfauk- 
fui frienasic iwzr,L$dowick: then he declared uiuq her the whole 
cJiicourl'e and circumLtance, how he had lert him King in his 
J<oalm, and fo he took his leave of her, and went to Ltdvwic kh 
chamber, and rhere was no creature thought other wile but that 
he was Lodomici, except Florentine only. The next day follow- 
ing, before Alexander went unto battel, he faidunto the Ew/wr, 
in 1 he prefence of Guide, My rr.ojfc renowned foveraign Lord, 
Cu id» hat h frilly andunjuftiy accufed me unto your mod Noble 
Grace^ in faying that I mould be of fuch acquaintance" with the 
3?rincefs, your moll verruous and only daughter, winch is to the 
great diihonor of your molt noble peribn, and hers : wfcereunto 

1 Ayear and affirm by the Hely Eyanglifis^ that ihe was never 
in iuch manner of wire known by me as Ue harh alledgednid u> 
formed unto you, which I ihail prove and make good this day 
upon his body, with the aid and help of God. 

Then anfweredGw/rfo, Yet once I fay again, and fwearby the 
Holy Ey dfigelijis, and by all that God hath made, that thou haft 
had knowledge, and hall de tiled the Emperors daughter, and that 

2 will nuke good up»n thy head. 

. Whereupon they leapt upon their Courfers,and ran fo fiercely 
one at another, with their f pears, that they both brake and 
ihiveredin pieces: and then they drew their fwords, and fought 
fo long together, until at hit Alexander with great might and 

& fent it unto the 
, and bare it un- 
head of him that 
Iy defamed you and me. 
W uei 1 r h e Embcnr perre ived the v ielory ,anon he fent For Alex- 
ander, wli'jm he thought to have been Lodowick, and faidunto 
him, O.Lodorpick, this day your honor and my daughters you 
have faved, you ihajl Hand and beto morrow in my grace and 
favour,axid whatfoeverhe be that hereafter again defanae you, h« 
Jhall for ever Hand in my indignariou. 

Then an( vvered Alexander unS iaid, God always helpeth and 
&verh them that put their truftinhim, arid revengeth the wrong 
dons mi to t he innocent. 

IJtu nuwj moil renowned Lord, one. t\v\iy^\0» vtvtwax>x^«si 

wids: a' j?;y- departure from my VaiYier, \\ritYumtot*W&^*oafc 

vriUpletteyow te £ivc«ka\cu> |paj^tfcY»Hi>ta^ 
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with him, and if that he beany thing amended, I (hall inconti- 
nently come again. Then the Empertr faid, That pleafeth me, 
but you may in no manner of wife leave me, for iron hence- 
forth 1 cannot be without your prefence. 

Now Alexander having taken leave of the Emperor, bade him 
farewel, and with all the i peed that he could make, ride back a- 
gain unto his Realm. Now L$do*rick having heard of his return 
with much joy he did ride to meet him, and Slaving met together, 
with great gladnefs and cheer he friendly received him,&faid, O 
faoft true friend of all friends,tell me how fortune hath favored 
you in this your journey and bufinefs,and to what end have you 
brought it? Then faid he, Go to the Emperor and fcrve him as 
you nave done bef«re,for I have gottenyou more grace 6c favour 
at his hands then ever you had in former times: and I have alfa 
r-ut off the head of your greateft enemy and adverfary. 

Then faid LodowUk^You have not only at this timefavedmy 
life^ but in like manner you have preferyed me heretofore, the 
which kmdnefs I ihall never forget, neither as yet can I re<juit«. 
it : but God reward you, and fo he departed, anc' went again to 
thcEmperrfs Court, ana there was no man that had any know- 
ledge of the abfence of King Alexander, except Lod*wUk only. 

And when that night was come, he went to bed to the Queen, 
and as foonas he was laid in bed, he began fweetly to embrace 
her, and with friendly words he kiffed her. Then faidihe ? You 
have made this time too long,in that you have (hewed nothing of 
friendship or love,how may this Jbe ? then faid he, Wherefore fay 
you that? {he faid, Every night that I was in my bed, you have 
■■ put betwixt you and me a naked fwordfmd you have never turn* 
ed you towards me until now. And when he heard that, h& 
thought on the truth of his Allow, and faid, O my- dear Lidy, 
it was not done for any illwill,butfor a good probation oflove* 
But ihefaidto herfelf, that love you (lull have no more, but* 
defpight, and I will be revenged upon thee. 

Then there was a Knight $ (he before had a lfttlelove & favor 
unto, and ihe began for to love him more and more, fo long t i Jl aa 
the laft they fought and imagined how they might defbroy & flay 
the King, & therefore they got poyfon & pay foiled the King, fo f 
|f he had not keen right (trong of complexion, he had died thereof; 
for it wroi ight in him fo fore,y it caufed him to be a moft foul and 
horrible leper* as ever was feen upon the earth. The Lords and 
h«ble-menofnisfaid Realm,and tjie Queen alfo, feeing this, del- 
pifed him, and faid, thatitbehoveth not a leper to reign over us, 
for he fhould not procure nor ingehder any fair or clean heirs 3c (• 
he wasdepofedof his dignity royal, and driven •utofh is Realm. 

In f mean time died j Emper$r of Rome, & Lidotvu k married 
his daughter, & after * Lticir/dPs Father died->fo that Ln&witfc. 
Reigns both Emperor of Rome, and Tfaxi*oSY<TdYK*^^^ 




my fellow reigncth and Vuleth both the "Empire of Ko: 
Realm of France: to whom may I go better then unto h 
whom 1 have many times ventured my life ? ami upon 
he rofe up and made him ready, and took with him nisi 
clapper, and went towards the Emfer§r*s Countrey. 

And when he was come nigh unto the gate,hefat down ; 

other poor havers? expelling the giving of alms: andup< 

den as the Emperor went out of the palace, all the poor I 

gan to ring their clappers, and the good King Alexand 

the other did, but there was no alms given him : he tarria 

until the time that the Emperor was fee and ferved at ta 

. Then went King Alexander imto the gate, andknocfa 

at, and the porter aflced, Who was tkere? Alexander a 

him, I am a poor deftifed man, I pray you for the love 

turn not away youriight from my vilage, but that you 

the reward otGod^ do my meilage unto the Emferor. 

what is the matter ? Alexander Uid^ Go and tell him, 

Lazer, that is right horribly ugly to ice, the which pra} 

for the love of God, and KingAlex^ander? that he will gr 

this day to eat }iis alms before him upon die earth in 

The porter anfwered, I wonder that you dare defireth; 

. Lord ? for why ? All the ball is full of Lords and noble 

if they ihould behold you, they would all abhore and fori 

meat : but forafmuch as you have required it of me fo 

t)ly for the love of God, I ihallgo and do your errand, 

ever happeneth thereof: and fo lie went forward and did 

fage unto the Emperor .When the Emperor heard the por 

A/exandertht Kingf>fEo;jf/>t,he faid to the porter : Go th 

and bring Kim before me, how horrible and uglyfoever 

v ifage be, and ordain him a place before me ? that he 

and teed ia my prefence. The porter brought him in iwr 

and ordained him a place, and fet him to meat before the 

and when he had well refrefhed himfelf, he faid unto o 

Emperors fcrvants, My dear friead, do me this errand 

Empenr^ fay i into him, that I pray him for the love of • 

Xi ng Alexander^xhsLt he will fend me his cup of wine: th 

faid for the love of God I will do it,but I relieve it wil 

for if you Ihould but touch my Lords cup,he will net by ai 

drink of the fame cup again: nevertnelefs he did the 

And when that the Emperor heard him to name Kin%Ai 

he commanded that his cup Ihould be filled w the belt w 

carry it to him, the which wine wken he had received, 1: 

to hisbottle,and took his ring that Lodnvick haeKgiveniu 

and pi r it into the cup, and fentit again unto the Empt 

And when the Emperttr faw the r ing jta inftaxvtYy Yurnm 

f/ktnering f he lud g i ven iin to Altx andtt vx ?t\mr&&h$ 

tepzrtcdfram him, 6c thought irv hisYveattt\ax"Kii% 

ribeca deader die f thismui U^try ftxwfcty w 1 * 
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& commanded prefemly that the Lazer ihoulcl not depart thence 
imt ill the time that he had fboken with him : for in no w ife could 
he have any knowledge of him,nor yet repute him for Air x under. 

After that Dinner was done and ended, the Emperor took the 
/Ick man apart & aflced him how he came by that Ring: King 
Alexander demanded if that he knew well the Ring: the Empe- 
ror laid, I know it right well. Alexander faid, Wotyoualfo ro 
•whom you gave it? the JLmperw faid I wot right well. How 
is it then, faid Alexander , that you know not me, for I am^l- 
Icx under, unto whonrye gave the fame Ring? when the Emperor 
heard that, he fell to the ground for (brrow and tore his Rohes 
andeloaths, and with many great iighings and bewailings faid,0 
Alexander ) you are the one half of my foul, where is your goodly 
c5t delicate body, now fo unclean and pitifully inft£led, rlut was 
fo fair and plealant to behold ? He anfwered, this is happened 
unto me, fbr the great fidelity that you have done unto me in the 
_ hed with my Wife, when you laid a naked Sword betwixt you 
and her : wherefore fhe became wroth, and hated me, that JhcSt 
a Knight that in former time fhe had loved, hath poyfoned me 
as you may fee, now they have driven me out or my Realm. 

And when the Emperor heard that, he for love took him about 
the Neck, and kUfed him, and faid, O my moil dear & iutircr 
ly beloved Brother, I forrow to fee you in this great perplexity 
and mifery , I would to God I might die for you. But my molt 
dear friend fuffer patiently a little time, till that we have lent 
fbr all the Phficians and Wife Mafters in Phyfick to have their 
counfel and advife, if there be any remedy to be had, or hope 
of recovery of your health : and if it be poilible to help you, 
we fhall neither fpare Lordfhip, Empire, nor any other goods 
temporal, to make you whole and found. 

Intheinean time he was brought into a fair Chamber richly 
hanged, and appointed of all manner of things that were both re- 
quiiitandneceflary fo* his eafeand health. Then inallhaftehe 
fent his Meffengers through all parts of the World, for themoft 
expert and belt Phyficians that might be found : of which with- 
in a Month after were come and AfTembled before die Emperor y 
thirty, that were right expert and very fkilful in that Science : 
to whom the Emperor faid. My well beloved Makers, I have a 
friend that is very grievoully infedled witfc(a foul leprotic, whom 
I would very gladly were healed, and made as found and whole 
as ever he was, f paring neither for Gold nor Silver, or any other 
goods whatsoever that I have in the whole World, but that I 
would gladly give to recover his health again. 

Then anfwered f Makers, all that ever lspoffible to be done? 
in Phyfick, you (hall foonunderftand, after that we have feen ijf 
perfon. And when they faw Yunu tosh Ya«?«t ^sasSs. s&>sfc 
infirmity: &theyfaid,Itw*smox^^^ 
And when f £pp «wW* te^w^^ \*\aafc»» 
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nitted it to the helping Hand of Almighty ttxLcalliiig 

• molt of the Religious men that dwelt near unto y Court, 

mber of poor People, befides many other devout PerfQni, 

)f them earneflly to make tkeir Prayers unto Almighty 

it he would vouchfafe ofhis infinit goodnefs and mercy, 

t whole his dear friend King Alexander, and the fooner 

it good deeds and Prayers. And he himfelf ( with many 

) failed and prayed himfelf to Almighty God,ror the fpeedy 

xy and health of his friend. 

iv upon a time as King Alexander wzs*t his prayers, there 
unto him a voice from Heaven, faying, Tell Lodovriek the 
.Tor, that if he with his own hands will take thofe two lit- 
.hildren which his EmPrefs had at one burthen, & flay them, 
that with the b-ood of them he will wafh and bath his Body* 
1 his flefh 1 hall become as fair and as clean as the Bootes of 
fe litrle Children: if not, thou mud never look to be cured 
rilft breath is in thy Body* and fo farewell. 
When King Alexander had heard this molt (trance voice, faft 
.en began to think within himfelf, what voice it was, and 
om whence it came: then he replyed to himfelf, and faid, 
'his vifion is not to be lhewed, for it is much contrary to 
lumane nature, that any man fhould flay his own Sous, fix 
.he recovery of the health of a {{range man. 

The Emperor continued both night and day in prayer with 
■rear Devotion, It 111 earneflly praying to God for remedy for 
King jflexaqdcT) never ceafing, until! fuch time that a voic 
came unto him, and faid, How long will you thus call an' 
cry unto me? when it was openly lhewed unto King Altxande 
by what means he might recover his health, and his body ' 
become clean, without either fpot or blemiih. 

Now the Emperor having heard that voice, he arofeand W' 
unto King Alexander, and faid unro him, Of all friends 
foeft and meft irue^ blefTed be the molt high and everlafting C 
the which never faileth them that put their whole truft in b 
•f whom I have knowledge, that it is fhewed unto you, ho 
in wliat manner you may be recovered of your leprolie: \v 
fore I intreat and defire yeu, that you will plainly lay 
unto me how this may be done for thereftoring of your f 
health that we may have joy together : and if youihoul 
any thing that may do you any good, I fhall fulfill it un 
power; yea, and for your health, give all that! have tc 
Alexander faid, Sir,l dare heft liiewit to you, how tha 
ke cured and healed of my leprofle, for it exceedeth : and 
thing againft nature for to be done, therefore I will iv 
fliew ityou, howbeit I have great truft and confidence 
The Emferer fold, Alexander ,put y out m\d \n tut iUli^f 
Cotver is i*fliblc for to be done for Tecov«'uv&,ax&«' 
'our health, I iha]J do it ; aM 0*^** •»»«* W 
% I pray you. 
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Then Paid Alexander, I have of Qod knowledge* ihat if yo* 
willfUy your two ions vV your own hands, & wain me in their: 
blood I iluil be whole,& therefore I have not ihewed it'unto you s 
for methinketh it is againft nature that the father lhould Hay his 
• wn Children for the health of a ftranger. The Emperor faid , Say 
not that you are a ftrai>ger, for I love you as my felf : and there- 
fore ifl had ten Children, I lhould not fpare one for your health. 

Afterwards the Emperor efpyed his time wfyen ths Emprefs 
was out of the way, he went into the Chamber where the Children 
ilept, and drew out his Knife, and cut both their Throats, and 
gathered the blood into a Veffel, and then he bathed and walhed 
Alexander therewith. And when he was bathed, his'body and 
ilem was as fair and clean, as though it had been a young Child* 
Then the Emperor had perfect knowledge of his Vifage, & killed 
him j faying, O good Alexander,now flee yuuinthefame form 
ivhich I have oftentimes delighted in. - 

BleiTed be the Almighty God* that ever I had thefe Children 

by whom your health is reftorea, and your body made pure and 

..clean. And as yet there wa s none that had knowledge of the deatjt 

of thofe Children, fave only the Emperor and King Alexander. 

And when the Emperor faw that the good King Alexander was 
per feflly healed,he faid urn© him,I will ordain unto you an hono- 
rable company, and you (hall go from hence about ten Miles, and 
the next day fend me a Meflenger«and let me know the day of your 
ooming back again, and I {hall then with great folemnity rome 
.& meet you, & you lhall remain with me untillfuch times as I 
may conveniently provide for the recovery of your Realm agaiiu 
.' This counfel pleated King Alexander right well, and according 
to the Emperor's will it was performed : for on the next day 
following,' there came a MefTenger unto the Emperor^ certifying 
him of the coming back again of King Alexander. 

And when f Emprefs heard thefe tidings, ihe rejoiced, and faid 
unto <f Emperor )U my moft oeft beloved Lord & Emperor y have you 
not juft caufe to rejoice & be glad, feeing that Alexander the King 
©f Egypt is now coming to fee you, whom of longtime you have 
aor leen ? And if it pleafe you to go & meet him, with your Lords 
and Gentlemen, I lhall follow you with my Ladies oJ Gentle* 
women. And as yet flie knew not of the death of heir two Children. 

Then rode the Emperor and Emprefs with a great company of 
Lords and Ladies to meet with good King Alexander : and when} 
they met together, tfr mat reverence & honor they received him, 
ana with great joy igladnefs they brought him into the Palace. 
And when the timeqf IJinner was nsar at haiid, Alexander was 
placed at the Table between the Emperor andthe£mpr*/i, and all 
the mirth andchear that lh? could make, flie {hewed unto kiral 

And when the Emp eror perceived that^he Yrutta^\^&kl<Ssv^ 
ghul; aflt/iicw*iftcx*«ainfcw^ 
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own Florentine) it Glads me above ail things that you make 

unto King Alexander fo good Cheer. 

Then anfwered the E»*/>r<?/}, and faid, Wherefbrefhoujdlnot* 
Is not his company unto us m«re precious then Gold or Silver? h 
but unto you, my Renowned Lord, much more, for by his means 
ic waj that you attained unto fo great Honor &G Dignity : audi by 
him many times you have been laved from death. The Emfenr 




w you not that ugly _....„ 

before ourTable, & prayed me for the love of God, and eooaKiig 
Alexander , that I would give him drink? She faid, My honor- 
able Lord, I law him well, and a more horrible man I did never 
behold. Then faid the Emperor^ I demand this one queition of 
you, Put cafe that he were King Alexander and tha't he could not 
by any means be made whole, but with, the blood of your two 
Sons, both which you in one day brought into the World, you 
would not that their blood mould be fhed, that he might bathe 
himf elf therein, to the intent that thereby he might have perfect 
health, and comely favor, as now you lie him nave? 

She anfwered and faid unto him, My Renowned Low! and 
Hufband, wherefore demand ye of me that queftion: I fay and 
tell you of a truth, y if I had ten Sons, I i hou Id gladly flay them 
with mine own hands for to prepare and ordain for him a bath, 
and would waih him therein my own felf, rather then Ifhould 
leave him infuchaloathfome and miferable cafe, fo horrible for 
to behold, & fuch danger of death withal. G«d might well fend 
us more Children, butfuchafriendwereathinpimpoflibleforus 
ever hereafter to find throughout the whole Worla. 

WheR the Emperor heard this from her, he was well pleafed 
in his mind ? and faid, O my loving Emprefsy had you rather 
have your Cnildren dead,Then Alexander fiiculd languifh in this 
Leprofie? then fhall lopen & fhew you now the truth of J mat- 
ter : That foul lazer which you fay, was Alexander that firterh 
here by us, and by that means is made whole with the blood 
of our two Sons-and they are dead. 

As f«on as meEwfw/i did hear thatfhe began with Extremity 
of forrow, mournfully to cry out, as nature w«uld fhe fliould do, 
although ihe had faid before, that fhe had rather fee her Children 
dead, then Alexander fhould remain in fuch pain and miferie. 

The nowriihersofjjr children underftanding this, they prefently 
with great crying & weeping ran to the Nnrfery & Chamber of 
them : and great forrow & bewailing was made through f Empe- 
rors Court for his two Sons : & when f nowrifhers of them came 
to the chamber, they found ^ chiUTena-^Va^Ye^Sc-llnghiga Cong 
ofpraifc & rhanJcfgiving to the Father ^ Sow-) aw&fcoYy C*\\sfc...tot 
re/foring again of their lives ; and %YiexitYYiy ttrow^^vk waK 
*#e uuto the Emperor an<iEmJ>rcfs, arA^r^^^\^Q^\OTAvv 
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that the children were living, and that atom their throats where 
they were cut* they had Circles of threed of gold ; whereof was 
great joy & glaJncfs inalljr Court wthankf giving to Almighty 
God, for that exceeding great miracle and wonderfuJl worJc, 

After that the Kmperor with a great multitude and number of 
peoule, gathered & Afiembled together, went with Kin,™ AUx- 
under intoEgj/r, & let him again in his Royalty & poilhiiort 
of his Realm. And the Queen with the Knight, who had lived 
long together in Adultery he caufed them both to be burnt. And 
-when tnis was done the Qmperor had one only Sifter, whom he 
Married to King Alexander. 

And when King Alexander had obtained all his Realm again, 

' and was fet in good reft and peace, the Emperor returned again, 

" unto his Empire: and then King Alexander right wifely and 

politicly Governed himfelf in his Aftairs, that he overcame 

his rebellious Enemies. 

And when y he was feated in his glory, peace & might, he 
had thought & mind upon his Father & Mother by whom he was 
caft into the Sea, who dwelled in far parts. And from thence he 
fentumo them a Meflenser.to let them have know ledge how f 
the King of Egypt upon fucn a day would be with them, to view 
thofe parts of' the Coimtrey, and to fport himfelf, and to make 
a. royal fcaft with them. And when theMrflengerwas thither 
come, they received him joyfully, w bouiitifiill entertainment, 
& large gifts to him given & fenthim back again jfaying,That 
their ler vices fball be ready at ail time to do the Kuigs pleafure, 
but y could they never by power difcern, y he fhould vouchfafe 
to lhew them y hon«r whereof tfi&Jf. were n«t worthy, as for to 
come to vifit them to thofe parts ,5j?tgif port himfelf there a while. 
The Mefienger returned back towards the Kings Court, and 
third hewed the King how willingly they would receive him.Sc 
in what manner they did reward him* ani how true & faithfull 
th'jy were Si ready to do him fervice at his commandment,where- 




known that he was their Son. 

When the King was come near to his fathers Caftle, the Knight 
rode joy rujly to meet & receive him : & when he came nigh to the 
King, lie allighted ftoinhish»ric,anddid hts reverence upon his 
knees, but the Kingto«»kriiijmpnrefentjy,6ocommaiuledhimto 
tuXe horicagain,aiid 16 they rode together unro the Caftle. 

And when that they werecome thither, the mother came unto 
h? in, and fell upon her knees, and welcomed him gladly, and the 
King took her up as lovingly. And killed her right friendly : and 
iheiaid unto him, My moft honorable Lord, you do this (un- 
worthy) gra&ftcmor with tte^ttfetveft ttf ^wrc x^4Cw«5saK^>ft. 
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After that the Meat was all ready, and that tirfte? ol 
come to go to Pinner, the Father came with a Bafon& 
the Mother with a Towel,faying, Small things are rea 
ttth it you to warn ? And when ihe King Taw i hat he i 
faid to himfelf, Mow is iheSongoftheJVjgtywf*/ tru4 
Father & my Mother mould gladly fulfill, as I have fa 
my felf Ihoulcl thtrcunto content, andfuffer them to do 
itoridnotfufrerthemtodohimany fuch fervice, fayi 
Age is to be honored and worfhipped ? and therefore I • 
none of it: & then he called one of hisfervanrs unto hi 
he commanded to do that fervice. Then faid the Knight, 
notfuffei* us to do it for our honor, becaufe we are no 
•hereof. The King faid, Have I not faid, that for y< 
forbear you? When the King wasfet at the Table he lei 
ther on the right hand of him, and his Father on th< 
and they, as much as they might or durit, did t 
Favor and Countenance. 

After Dinner, the Kingprefently entred into a fair 
and made the Knight with his Lady to follow hii 
commanded ail others to avoid their prefence. 

And when they were all alone, f King faid, Have y< 
dren ? They anfwered, we have neither Son nor Daug 
the King faid, Had you never any ? The Knight anfwerei 
had one Son; but he is long ago dead. Then f King a/k< 
death he died? And the Knight faid, A natural death. 
Xingfaid^If Imay otherwifeknaw w find them,you ai 
a moil horrible fault. Then afktd the Knight, My moft 
4k Renowned Lord, wherefore-ertquire you earnestly aft 
The King anfwered &faid, That do I not without jul 
therefore I mull & will knoW of, whatdeath hedieoU i 
not tell me, I fhallcaufejtou beth to die a moftfhanaej 

When they heard that, they fell upon the ground on r 
before him, &afkedhim'pardon and fbrgivenefs for i 
But the King would notfuffer them to kneel, but too* 
and laid yTo that intent came I ntt onto your houfe, tc 
bread, and to betray you : but fay tome the very mid 
aliall be pardoned : for it is given me to under ft and 
have put him ta death, and if that ye be found culjab] 
and come to Judgement, you muft die a moft ihameful 

Then faid the Knight, My moft honorable Lord ; 
my life, and I fhall fhew you the very truth. The 
Fear not for I fhaU da you no harm. 

Then anfwered the Knight and faid , My moft dread 

Lord, we had a Son that was wife, & learned, 6c righ 

derflood,&upona time as he flood before us, &ferv 

TzjbJc, there came unto if Window a Wflitingdl that 1 i; 

ipg iwwriy, whofe fongfce VxgantDuaec^&Y& v\x^ 

*mnt, <X {kid, This bird fin$tb.taLi 1 foa&\*uns* ' 
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fhightj; a Lord that it inall be to your honor & advancement, in 
fuch wife that you my father fhall beglad to ho]M a bifon w water 
to wafti my hands, Sc my mother a towel if that I Would fuffer it. 
And when I did near that, I was fore moved and vexed in my 
mind, and fo I took him upon my fhoulder, and caft hint 
into the Sea for to drown him. 

Then faid the King, What evil might have come to you, if 
he had been made fo .great and mighty : Me thinketh it mould 
have keen for your honor, comfort and profit. The Knight 
fa id, My Renowned Lorq, it was no reafon, but a woodnefs. 
The King anfwered, That was a great foe-liinnefs of you, that 
you would d9 againlt the ordinance and will of God. And no vr 
you fhall know for truth I am your Son that ye did call int« the 
Sea, and God of his great mercy and goodaefs hath faved me, and 
by his grace hath brought & preferred me to this eftate & dignity. 
And the Father and Mother hearing that, with fear and joy 
replenished and amazed, did fail flat to the ground, whom he 
lovingly and friendly took up, fay ing. Fear not, but rather rejoice 
and be'glatl, for you fhall fuffer no harm, but my Exaltation 
ilia 11 be to your glory ? joy and profit : and fo he kifl borji 
Father and Mother, with great joy and gladnefs. Then began 
the Mother to weep and lamen> greatly, and the King faid unt* 
her, Leave off your forrovring and weeping* and be of good 
cheer, for in my Realm you fhall l>e honored above me ? during 
iny life : and fo he took them both with him into his King- 
dom, where they dwelt a long time together in honour and joy, 
and ended their dayes with comfort arid love of all the people. 
Here fellowcth the Application of the Example 
ft the Furpefe. 

THen faid Vhc/efid* the Emperorh Son, Lord, have yon 
unrierftbod what I have faid. The Emperor laid, Right well. 
Tnen faid the" Son, My moft honorable and redoubted Father* 
although that God hath given and indued roc with Wifdom ana 
Utfderitandiiig above others, that fhall not be impairing of your 
honor and might, but more for the prefcrvation & maintenance 
of rhe fame : fo in like manner the Kings'excellent Majefty , whicli 
w ;is nothing to the hindrance of the Father, but this rather, for 
his worf hip, profit, and greater comfort. For as long as they 
lived* it was in very greatioy arid mirth, that they were loved of 
the people, and honored of his Kingdom. Then faid the Emperor, 
My beloved Son, I will wholly refign all the Empire unto you 
to Govern & Rule, for I perceive wellby your narration that you 
have to me declared, that it is beft for me, and moft for m ine eafe f 
that I now leave this worldly and tedious bufirrefs, ' and the labor 
and care of a King, and betake me to my reft arid cafe for I am 
old and feeble. Then arifwered the Sop, and faid dnto his Father^ 
Jtfy mofr honorable Lord and Faitax ^ va to»& % \Oat\ \>^ vCskra, 
** yc live, jruu il»Jl have tte Jtoriemw| «AQwwsKf»*| 
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i..-;:;;hc, to do your coih.miid, as it appertainech unto an Em* 
f .■:.•:• ! ::. v.vMi the huhueiies tint are iaborous & troublefome, 
J v. ill *:wayc3 be ready to miniiter any fervice that poihbiy I 
c.i .i.x-rV.iiig to rny ooiuuled Duty. 

//;... '/ttil^tuent v?£s gtycn upon the Emprefs, 4wrf />e» 
/.';•.' et,ul l\r Lovers tstre put to Death* 
>HpK";:. t-v; E^d-cr commanded t lie Judges and Jufiices to f: 
J. jj; -•.J.^e.neiii.; Mid to brhrj again the EmpreJ's beibretljer.i 
v ir'«. ir. i ....'it:, wndaifo the rtuaiiid her bell beloved, ctouhed 
r. i':v \:..i:x a* id k.i bit of a Woman, whom he did cause to flaiiu 
*v...r .ii»io :*;"j liihyej's: Then the Ewi^rfr^s Son aiked Sente 
:• }'>ii j •'.'fc.cnieiu upon them, faying, 







<'-j.i % .;:u\ tint yo»i uiis uay do give right Sentence, and tn« 
V.\>ri:.nt vyon :i:2 untruth, falfnood and flume, which were 




tir.: ::cre command your Judges and Juiticesto give Sentence 
thi-Y.iip*?n, according to right, Equity, and Law. 




give Sentence again ,'t t!:e til u::d, ihat lie ihail to quartered and 
iimiten in ^iecls, and Ixis jleih c.;it to tlie KgiuikIs and Bir«is 
or t! e Air. for to devour iur.i. And this Sentence was sppro- 
Lmilc; and ;illov%'£d c." :iti 1'voplo. 

liereu:':. . i:i ibort 1 1: .:* «'.yul the Emperor^ and DhtfepAn hit 
{•'on Cave-ncd and JUiied tiij thiipire with great Wiitiom, and 
always *:i'!;l and i:c;'t his Mafters with him m great honor and 
fclory . : - y w i ioi e Counfcl and Wifuum he Governed the Empire, 
an< : . he K'./cdijd J .il his Prcuccvifors in Riche:-, and dying right 
and J'iIMcj: and his SLijUrs i* loved him above all others in 
tlij v;:.v:»". ? n;u nusiy umvs they yut themfeives in great peril 
and j.v>,...r ly (#** :*.;:] i* Uvea ibr him, and fo ended their days *•» 
.-«/• x*iJ' AiSiOrj 10 t];c itaiiis el' Alibi^Ay 13.o^» 
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